February 15, 2009                                    Pray In Jesus’ Name                                     #91                                                                                                            
3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Praying With Power
1st Week:  “Pray Confidently”; How we as believers need to pray with confidence because of God’s character, God’s response, and God’s ways.
2nd Week:  “Pray Persistently”; not to be discouraged when our prayers are not answered; we are to stay determined in our praying; being confident in our prayers
What this lesson is about:  Praying is Jesus’ name means seeking what glorifies God, participating in Jesus’ work, and enjoying immediate access to God.
How this lesson can impact your life:  Understand what praying in Jesus’ name means and commit to pray in Jesus’ name.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Seek What Glorifies God”; we are to pray for what glorifies God. 
2. “Participate in Jesus’ Work”; we are to pray for what will enable us to participate effectively in Jesus’ work in the world. 
3. “Enjoy Immediate Access to God”; we are to pray with the awareness that because of Jesus’ saving work on our behalf we have immediate access to God.

What’s in a name?

· “Just tell them old _________ sent you.”

· We see commercials (especially car commercials) where movie stars tell us to do this went we go buy the product they are advertising

· They imply that by mentioning their name ensures us of preferential treatment 
All of us have relatives that have “unusual names;

· I have a couple of aunts; one’s name is Nola Feeby Marlow; the other Boonie Pauline Woods
· I have a uncle with the name of Richard Zadock Thompson

· I’m sure you have some unusual names in your family

· My aunts and uncles did not use these “unusual” names; they used “Nola”, “Polly”, and “Dock”

Our lesson today is about praying in Jesus’ name;

· Some Christians use Jesus’ name at the end of their prayers as leverage to get a good deal from God

· Today’s lesson will show us that praying in Jesus’ name means we come to God on the Basis of His merit, not our own

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Seek What Glorifies God) John 14: 12-14.  Listen for the condition Jesus places on our petitions, our prayers.
Beginning in John 14: 1, Jesus sought to comfort and encourage the disciples in light of His approaching death;

· Jesus assured the disciples He would prepare a place for them so they would be with Him
· Jesus stressed He was the only way to the Father

Jesus wanted His disciples to understand the significance of what He was saying;

· He wanted them to be confident to continue His ministry when He would not longer be physically with them

· Jesus was focusing the disciples’ attention on the future

In verse 12 Christ asserted that the person who “believes” in Him would do the works He did;

· By “believes” means to place faith in Christ; to trust Him for salvation

· Believes has the trust of commitment to Him

· Christ was referring to the committed, obedient follower who would continue His ministry

· Christ was not referring to just His disciples, He was referring to all of us that are willing to do His works and have faith in Him

Exactly what “works” did Christ have in mind?

· Proclaiming the good news of God’s salvation 

· Teaching the truths of God’s kingdom

· Performing acts of compassion (sometimes we seem to do the opposite)
Also in verse 12, Jesus’ next words probably stunned the disciples;

· He told them they would do even greater works than He did

· They would do this by performing deeds greater in scope, not degree

· Greater works that would be greater in quantity, not quality

Looking at Jesus’ earthly ministry He;

· Ministered almost completely in the land of Israel

· He ministered mostly to His own people

By “greater works” He wanted us in the future to;

· Span the globe with His gospel

· By compassionately serving people that are hurting, that are needy

· To expand our missions efforts every way we possibly can

· Global evangelism, agricultural missions, medical missions

· Attempt to remove world hunger

As churches we should continue to;

· Send out teams for medical and construction and disaster relief missions

· We as God’s church need to minister to people in our own city and community to address the needs of the homeless, the hungry, and the jobless

· God wants all of us to do things for Him greater in scope and quantity that He did while He was on earth.

This greater work that Christ wants all of us to do is possible because He said He was “going to the Father (v12);

· Christ no longer is limited by time and space

· Through the Holy Spirit He resides in and with His people

· He empowers us for His ministry

Christ in verse 14 tells us that He hears and will answer our prayers;

· We as believers are to pray and make our requests in Jesus’ name

· We are to “pray in his name” meaning to pray according to His revealed character, with His attitude, and within His will….not our will
Jesus promises to answer our prayers offered in His name “so that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (v13);

· We have to pray asking for things that honor God

· When we honor God in our prayers, we remove our selfish desires

· We pray with power when we pray for what glorifies God

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Participate in Jesus’ Work) John 15: 14-16.  Listen for how Jesus said His followers can prove they are His friends.
The disciples would be Jesus’ friends if they went on doing what He commanded;

· They were to love one another as He loved them

· They were to serve sacrificially

Note the contrasts Jesus makes between servants and friends (He calls us friends).

	Servants
	Friends

	· does not know his master’s business

· Jesus no longer calls us servants
	· great love demonstrated by laying down one’s life for a friend

· God’s friends do what He commands

· Jesus calls us friends

· Jesus made known all He learned from the Father to His friends


Do you remember as a child when they would choose up sides for a game … were you ever the last one chosen?  You weren’t even chosen, the person with last choice had to take you.   How did you feel?

· rejected

· not much self esteem
It says here that God chose us … to be His friends!  For what other purpose did God choose us?

· appointed you to go

· to bear fruit … lasting fruit

· Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control)

· fruit of spiritual harvest – new believers

In verse 16 Jesus declared again that the Father would give them whatever they asked in Jesus’ name;

· this was not a blank check or a magical use of Jesus’ name
· being intimately related to Jesus aligns us with His spirit and nature

· asking anything out of line with His character, attitude, and purpose is excluded

We are to pray as Jesus prayed;

· when we do God will give us what is necessary for us to love one another
· to grow spiritually

· to bear fruit for Him

· we have to be committed to do and to pray for what will continue Jesus’ work in the world

Take a minute and either write down or think of the list of ministries that show how you participate in Jesus’ work;

· which of these ministries can you see God at work with you in the way you serve Him in each specific ministry

· if you have any where you cannot see His work, what is your attitude and purpose with the way you serve Him?  Are you doing it for His will or yours?

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Enjoy Immediate Access to God) John 16: 23-26.  Listen to what Jesus said would make his followers happy (v24).

Jesus sought to prepare the disciples for His crucifixion and resurrection (16: 16-22) not in our lesson text today;

· Jesus said that shortly they no longer would see Him

· Then after a brief time they would see Him again

In verse 23 Jesus said that the disciples would not ask Him anything;

· He meant that he would not be present with them physically to answer their questions

· He would not be there to grant their requests

· But He would be with them through the Holy Spirit

Jesus mentions again in v23 that the Father would give them anything they asked in Jesus’ name;

· If they (and us) did so in Jesus’ spirit, with His attitude

· We have to approach God on Jesus’ merit, not ours

· We have to pray and ask in accord with the Father’s will to further His purpose, not ours

· To pray for strength and guidance for us to be self-giving

In verse 24 the disciples had not asked for anything by praying to God in Jesus’ name;

· They didn’t need to, Jesus was physically there with them

· They could speak directly to Him with their requests

· After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension they then needed to pray in His name

· To pray for the grace, courage, and strength to remain faithful to their Lord and to their task

· All of us should pray the same prayer as His servants

Today our lesson theme was about praying in Jesus’ name.  If we do we can expect;

· God will be glorified

· God will enable us to participate effectively in Jesus’ work in the world

· God will give us immediate access to His presence because of Jesus’ saving work on our behalf, not from any merit of our own

Pray in My Name

This story is about a man whose father was a carpenter who spent most of his working years building houses for a contractor.  While working on one project, he and his crew experienced significant harassment from the residents of a neighboring house.  They threatened to sue because some of the workmen had walked through a corner of their yard, damaging some grass.  They refused to allow the workmen to get drinking water from an outside faucet.  They wanted a ridiculous amount of compensation because they said that the workmen had damaged some vegetables in their garden.

This hostile situation changed dramatically when the neighbors discovered that the workmen were under the contractor rather than under the developer, but they had not grudge against the contractor.  The name of the contractor was respected; the name of the developer was despised.

It is important to establish in whose name we operate, isn’t it?  If we come to God and request things in our own name, or on our own merits, we will not get much response.  But when we ask in the name of Jesus according to His will, that’s a different story!  The name of Jesus opens us up to the marvelous power of God.

Prayer:

Father, we live in a world of falsehood.
Sometimes we have a hard time saying what the word truth means anymore

Please help us to live lives that are pleasing to You.

Give us confidence so that we can stand up for You and do the greater works that Jesus calls us to do.

Lord, help us to pray-and live-in Your name.

We pray all these things in Jesus name…..Amen
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