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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Praying with Power
1st Week:  “Pray Confidently”; How we as believers need to pray with confidence because of God’s character, God’s response, and God’s ways.
2nd Week:  “Pray Persistently”; not to be discouraged when our prayers are not answered; we are to stay determined in our praying; being confident in our prayers
3rd Week:  “Pray in Jesus’ Name”; seeking what glorifies God, participating in Jesus’ work, and enjoying immediate access to God.
What this lesson is about:  Jesus’ prayer for His disciples reveals ways believers should pray for one another.
How this lesson can impact your life:  Learn ways to pray for one another and commit to pray more effectively for others.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Pray for Unhindered Fellowship”; we pray effectively for others when we pray for their continuing fellowship with God and with other believers. 
2. “Pray for Joy in the Midst of Opposition”; effective intercessory prayer includes praying for other’s joys in the midst of trouble and opposition.
3. “Pray for Devotion to Jesus’ Mission”; believers pray effectively when they pray for devotion to Jesus’ mission 
Have you ever had someone pray for you?
· Perhaps you were sick

· Maybe you were in the hospital

· Someone from your church stopped by your home to see you

· Maybe you had a significant decision to make in your life

How did it feel to have someone pray for you?

· It’s a very moving experience

· Especially if that person praying for you has spiritual maturity

All of can be assured that someone has prayed for all of us whose spiritual depth is unmatched.

· The Son of God  has prayed for all of us

· The lesson this week should encourage our faith and unite all of us in the love of the Lord.

As God’s church we need to be united together one with another.

· It was important to Him on his last night on earth

· It should also be important to each of us as a member of His church

UNITY:  (1st letter below spells “unity”);
· Understanding-

· Not being selfish-

· In the world, but not of it-

· Truth-

· Yearning for harmony
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Pray for Unhindered Fellowship) John 17: 9-12.  Listen for the prayer requests Jesus makes.

Let’s look at the specific things Jesus prayed for;
· prays for his disciples, those God had given him v9
· prays for their protection … protection by the power of the name of God v11
· prays they will be united (as the Trinity is united) v11
· prays that they will have the full measure of Jesus’ joy within them v11
Back in Biblical times, early believers needed protection;
· from the opposition of Jewish influence (remember the persecution of Saul/Paul)

· from Roman persecution

· from worshipers of foreign deities (recall the brouhaha in Ephesus)

· from confusion within the church – circumcision or not, mixing of other religions with Christianity

· protection from dissention  – Jesus specifically prayed for unity

Jesus protects His children from the influence of the world today.  We can feel secure when we have a powerful enemy that wants to tear us apart;
· we have His Word, His promises, His instructions

· each believer has the Spirit of God living/dwelling within … guiding, empowering

· we have fellow believers for encouragement, support, prayer

· God will on occasion send spiritual agents/messengers – angels to protect 

Jesus did not take his disciples with Him when He left this world.  Why are believers still in the world?

· they were to be His representatives to the world

· He would work and live through them to transform others

· they were to be the communicators of the Gospel message

· the church had to grow and they were the ones who would plant new local congregations and build up the church

· people had all kinds of needs and they would minister to those needs and show the love of Jesus to the world

· the church was to be the change agent in the world in the years to come … we are meant to live in and affect the people around us … not escape from the world

Think of how as a parent you would want your children to represent your family when they are out in the world;
· bring honor to the family name

· carry on the family influence

· do well in all their endeavors

· demonstrate the good training and good qualities they have been taught

Now think how you believe God would have believers today represent Jesus while in the world;
· point others to Christ

· live a life that demonstrates the love of Jesus to others

· be ready to give a witness 

· minister to the needs of others around us (both believers and unbelievers)

· active in Kingdom ministries

Jesus’ prayer teaches us one important way believers can effectively pray for one another;
· to pray for believers to experience unhindered fellowship with the Father and with other Christians

· Commit to make this specific request yours as you pray for other believers.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Pray for Joy in the Midst of Opposition) John 17: 13-16.  Listen for who is the source of many of the problems Jesus’ followers encountered. (Answer in v15)
In John 17:13, Jesus repeated His certainty that soon He would return to the Father (also mentioned in verse 11 in our previous text;

· Jesus spoke as He did while He was still with the disciples so they might have His joy completed in them v13

Jesus wanted the disciples to have the joy that was characteristic of Him;

· The deep delight and fulfillment of doing God’s will

· Of loving God and others

· Enjoying communion with God

Jesus gave the disciples (and us);
· God’s Word
· Jesus taught them (us) the good news of light to dispel people’s darkness
· He taught us love to replace hatred
· Mercy to grant pardon for our sins
· Compassion to tend humanity’s hurts
Jesus wanted His disciples to remain in the world to continue their work for Him;

· As they witnessed for Him they faced temptations and threats
· Jesus asked the Father to “protect them from the evil one” (v15)
· Jesus’ prayer mentioned that the disciples (and our) work for Him would not be easy, and that they would need protection
As believers, we today wage a continuing battle with evil;

· If we pray for an awareness of the world’s evils it can help all of us avoid them
· Our prayers pack power when we ask God to watch over us and over other believers who are in spiritual warfare.
Jesus said, “They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.”  Let’s look at some specific examples of things in our culture that impact the way we live;
· the language we hear/use

· the prevailing attitude of news media

· the entertainment industry (TV, movies, magazines, video games)

· the way we dress (changing styles, more casual, what is acceptable, etc.)

· the economy – we are well off in contrast to the rest of the world

· materialism – keeping up with the neighbors

· increased communication capabilities (gossip  vital information travels faster)

In the following categories, how can believers be an influence on the world and yet remain distinctive from it?

	Children’s school, sports activities
	Relationships and coworkers
	Leisure activities

	· how we relate to authority

· encourage teachers, coaches – not hassle

· teach children honesty and fair play
	· honesty

· no back-biting

· refusing to go along with shady dealings

· honoring one’s marriage above all else
	· putting in right priority (family and church first)

· refusing to go along with ungodly entertainments


We as Christians today need to be distinctly different from people caught up in our pagan society;

· Yet we must be careful, for we are not to be different merely to be known as different
· We need to be distinctive in our character and our lifestyle
· We need to strive to consistently reflect Jesus’ character
Jesus’ prayer in these Scripture verses teaches us another important way we can effectively pray for one another;

· We need to pray for other’s joy in the midst of their troubles and oppositions
· We need to commit to make this specific requests ours as we pray for them
Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Pray for Devotion to Jesus’ Mission) John 17: 17-19.  Listen to how the term “sanctify” is used in these verses.

The word “sanctify” means to be set apart, to be distinctive, different.   Jesus wanted this for his disciples;
· they should have a different life style, a different mind set

· Jesus wants their attitudes and actions to contrast to the world around them

· being a believer should enable a person to handle life differently from the way the world lives

Look at the uses of the word “sanctify” in the passage;
· sanctify them by the truth v17
· for them I sanctify myself v19
· with the goal that they too may be sanctified v19
God’s truth does sanctify us and it can make us distinctive;
· when we read it and apply it to our lives it changes us

· it tells us how God wants us to live

· it tells us how God’s power is available to us

· it gives us God’s promises

· it encourages us, tells us of God’s love and provisions for us

We, as believers, will advance the kingdom of God when we pray for one another and;

· plead with God for unhindered fellowship within the body of Christ

· pray for joy in the midst of trouble and opposition

· pray for God to keep us devoted to Jesus’ mission to reach more people telling them about His plan of salvation

Here are 3 verses from the Bible that teach us about how each of us need to remember to pray for each other;
· 1 Samuel 12:23  I will not sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you

· Ephesians 1:16  I never stop giving thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers

· Philippians 1: 3-4  I give thanks to my God for every remembrance of you, always praying with joy for all of you in my every prayer.

“That All of Them May be One”
One of Jesus’ most earnest petitions in His beautiful prayer was that those who would believe in Him in the future would be united-“that all of them may be one” (verse 21).  One of the major tragedies in the history of the church is the division among Jesus’ followers and the sheer hatred that they at times have shown to one another.

An example of this may be seen in the reactions many church authorities had to the first complete translation of the Bible into English in the late 1300s under the influence of John Wycliffe.  Wycliffe was viciously attacked by these leaders, being called “the devil’s instrument” and “people’s confusion.”

How terrible that someone who was trying to put the Word of God into people’s hand and in a language they could understand was considered an enemy of the God he loved and served.  Several years after his death, Wycliffe was publicly condemned as a disbeliever, and his bones were dug up and burned.  The ashes were then scattered in a nearby river.
Today the animosity between Christians is usually not as intense as that between Wycliffe and his critics.  However, it does not have to be to have the effect of alienating a lost world that desperately needs Jesus.

Prayer:

Lord, help us to pray for others, and help us have power in our prayers

We thank you for the power of prayer you provide to us through your love and grace for us.
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