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5th lesson this month on the topic:  Profiles in Character
1st Week:  “Barzillai: Growing Old Gracefully”; how we are suppose to help people when we can; realistically evaluate our capacities; be a champion for the next generation; and leave behind a good memory
2nd Week:  “Hannah: Ideals of Motherhood”; godly mothers praise the Lord for what He has done and will do; godly mothers see God’s hand in the lives of their children
3rd Week:  “Abigail:  Living With a Difficult Husband”; how we need to recognize when we are in a difficult relationship; asking God to help us in dealing with the difficult relationship; trusting God to give us the strength to either continue, change, or make a new beginning of the situation.
4th Week:  “Barnabas: Encouraging Others”; how we can be generous and encourage others; how we are to take risks by reaching out to others; we are to disciple others by giving our time and energy; help other people learn about Christ.
What this lesson is about:  Philip the evangelist was an obedient and effective witness for Christ.  Learning some important elements that were a part of Philip’s ministry can help believers effectively share the good news with others.
How this lesson can impact your life:  Learn how to be an effective witness for Christ.
Our lesson outline today covers 4 topics:

1. “Be Willing to Serve”; Be willing to serve others in Jesus’ name.  Cross cultural and ethnic barriers to tell others about Jesus in terms they can understand.
2. “Focus on the Messiah”; Follow the Holy Spirit’s leadership and focus on Jesus even when it doesn’t seem to be logical.
3. “Explain the Scriptures”; Utilize God-given opportunities to explain the Scriptures to searching individuals.
4. “Share Your Faith with Your Children”; Lead your children, grandchildren, and other younger people to trust, love, and serve Jesus.
What and who do you think of when you hear the word evangelist?

· We often think of large crowds

· Exciting music

· Stirring testimonies

· Great preaching by someone like Billy Graham

The New Testament makes it clear that every Christian should be an evangelist;

· One who shares the good news of Jesus Christ with others

We as Christians enjoy the benefits of knowing Jesus;

· Worshiping and studying with people of “like mind”

· Being involved in Christian fellowship

Many Christians never tell anyone about Jesus;

· Our lesson today about Philip the evangelist will help us learn how we can tell others about Jesus

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Be Willing to Serve) Acts 6: 2-3, 5a.
Listen for reasons the church needed some administrative skills

There were events that were causing friction within the early church;
· there were two different cultural groups v1(not in our lesson text)
· Grecian (Hellenistic) and Hebraic Jews v1 (not in our lesson text)
· the widows with the Greek background believed they were not receiving equal treatment when support or benevolent funds were distributed v1 (not in our lesson text)
Let’s look at why the twelve disciples didn’t just go ahead and take care of the problem – oversee what was happening (or not happening);
· if they did so they would be forced to neglect the ministry of the Word v2
· only they had the background to preach and teach, to carry on the prayer ministry

· administrative duties would take them away from strategic ministries

· someone else who was better skilled in financial or administrative skills was a better choice 
· “waiting tables” was the distribution of the help, better to get someone else to do this

The qualifications they established for this ministry were;
· known to be full of (controlled by) the Spirit v3
· men with wisdom (more than just knowledge) v3
· men  of faith (one of the qualities mentioned of Stephen) v5
There are other additional qualities that would be important that were not mentioned here;
· honesty

· good head for organization

· attitudes of kindness and generosity

· willing to offer encouragement along with the distribution of material needs

· able to help the widows and their families in other practical ways (dealing with government officials, fix-it tasks around their homes,  act as mentors for their children)

Scripture is specific about ministry to widows (v1) … there are other kinds of needs that might be overlooked in the overall ministry of a congregation in our society today;
· elderly who need transport or help around their homes

· young couples who live away from their families and are dealing with a new baby

· children who attend a church but their parents do not – need for Christian role model

· people who have recently lost a spouse due to a death who need help dealing with legal issues

· single parents who need babysitting now and then

· unmarried singles who need fellowship

They prepared these men for their ministry;
· they came before the apostles v6 (not in our lesson text)
· the apostles prayed for them v6 (not in our lesson text)
· they “laid hands” on them – a sort of formal ceremony dedicating them to the activity for which they had been chosen v6 (not in our lesson text)
This special service shows us the importance of this “administrative” ministry;
· it is just as important a ministry as preaching

· administrative tasks might be less visible but are significant in the overall ministry of the church

· all believers need to realize that God values and equips them for important tasks within the circle of fellow Christians where God has placed them

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Focus on the Messiah) Acts 8: 4-8.
Listen to how the scattering of the believers showed God at work.

We studied in our last lesson about the persecution in Jerusalem had caused many believers to scatter;

· As they relocated they shared the good news v4

· In God’s providence, persecution sometimes promotes what the enemy intends to destroy

The Spirit led Philip to a city in Samaria to preach that;

· Jesus was the Messiah

· Sent by God to die for our sins

· And to rise again

Philip followed the Holy Spirit’s direction to preach the good news to this different cultural and ethnic group;

· Believers should be willing to cross cultural and ethnic barriers to tell others about Jesus

· For us to use words and terms the people will understand

· Philip’s preaching struck a responsive chord with the Samaritans

Philip’s preaching was undergirded by signs;

· Miracles that pointed beyond themselves to the power and life to be found in the Messiah

· Unclean spirits were cast out and the lame were healed v7

The miracles captured their attention;

· The spiritually hungry people responded to the gospel

· They believed and confessed Jesus as their Messiah and were baptized v12 (not in our lesson text)
Miracles can encourage faith, but can never substitute for it;

· One of the greatest miracles was that God’s Spirit created a loving fellowship of believers out of the animosity that had existed

· The formation of the church in Samaria shows there is no room for racism in the church

· The movement of the Spirit in healing bodies and saving souls brought great joy to the Samaritans v8

Someone read our 3rd group of scripture verses (Explain the Scriptures) Acts 8: 26-31, 34-35.  Listen for words and phrases which describe this man.

Let’s look at the man to whom Philip was sent;
· he was traveling on a road through the desert between Jerusalem and Gaza v26
· he was from Ethiopia (somewhat different from present day nation) v27
· he was a eunuch, an important official, a treasurer/administrator for the queen mother v27
· he had been to Jerusalem to worship v27
· he had been reading from prophet Isaiah as he rode in the chariot v28
If we look at the beginning of Acts 8 we see where Philip was and what he been doing prior to this;
· with other believers he had been “chased” out of Jerusalem by persecution

· he went to Samaria and was preaching about Jesus

How does Philip fit into the story at this point?

· an angel told him to head south on that same road v26
· he meets the Ethiopian on the way v27
· God’s Spirit told him to approach the chariot, stay near it v29
Suppose you are in a new area preaching the gospel and seeing significant response.  You have a dream one night and an angel tells you to pick up and head down a road.  How would you tend to respond?

· what a dream … must have been the pizza I ate too close to bed time

· can’t leave here, ministry is going too good

· I just got settled after having to pick up and leave Jerusalem … too soon to move again

What about going up to the Ethiopian riding in his chariot?  What kind of excuses might Philip have made about approaching him?

· he’s rich, I’m just a poor traveling evangelist

· he’s an important foreign official … and look at all the bodyguards

· he’s a gentile … I’m a Jew, very careful about contact with foreigners

· I don’t even know if he and I speak the same language

What kind of excuses do we make for not talking about Jesus with nonbelievers?

· don’t want to intrude

· they might get mad 

· maybe they’re extremists and sue me or attack me

· they don’t look like my kind of people (ethnically, economically, socially, etc.)

· we’ve got nothing in common, how do you start up a conversation

Note that God first told Philip to head on down the road, then he told him to approach the chariot.   Why does God often lead us step by step rather than with his whole plan at once?

· God knows that if we are confronted with the whole situation, we would get freaked out

· the first step doesn’t look to hard … we have enough faith to obey that

· once that is accomplished, the next step looks doable also

· this is not unlike how we work with kids or how we proceed through an academic course … step by step mastery/obedience

Consider the fact that is it important to be obedient each step along the way… especially the first!

· recall the proverb about the journey of 1000 miles beginning with the first step

· if you don’t follow God’s leading on the first step, you never begin the journey

· if the sequence is broken anywhere along the way we never reach the goal

· we learn lessons of God’s faithfulness and sufficiency each step along the way

· build’s our faith, encourages our willingness to obey and be a part of God’s plan for our lives and those to whom we minister

The Ethiopian had trouble understanding Isaiah … in what way?

· had no one to explain it to him

· didn’t know who it was being led to the slaughter, who the descendants were

· couldn’t tell if the prophet Isaiah was talking about himself or someone else

Vs. 35 says Philip told him the good news about Jesus.   What points would you have made about this passage in telling the Ethiopian about Jesus?

· the prophet was talking about the Messiah, the “Sent One”, the “Anointed One”

· Jesus was that one who was led to slaughter, He died a sacrificial death

· He suffered the judgment death in our place … we deserved to die, but He took our punishment

· not only did He die, he rose again – He offers us new life 

· we now have a life free from the penalty of sin, also free from the power of sin

· the requirement is to confess to God our sinful condition and sinful acts and receive, by the act of faith, the gift Christ’s work which rescues us from our sin

Philip took advantage of the opportunity to witness.  How can we also create such opportunities?

· be sensitive to the needs of people you know, people you meet

· be willing to confront them with grace and love about their need

· be ready and able to share the Truth about salvation and how it meets their need

· be willing to strike up conversations … then to introduce spiritual matters

· be willing to take the time in the midst of your busy schedule to interact with people

· look for clues people give (like the Ethiopian’s actions and question) which show they are open to a conversation about spiritual things

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Share Your Faith with Your Children) Acts 21: 8-9.  Listen to how many daughters Phillip had.
The biblical story moves ahead about 20 years in this passage;
· Paul had completed 3 historic missionary journeys

· He and his group were returning to Jerusalem following his 3rd journey

· They stopped and stayed several days at Philip’s home in Caesarea

Paul and his companions’ fellowshipped with Philip and his Christian family;

· Including Philip’s 4 virgin daughters who prophesied v9

· Philip had established a godly home, raised his children right, and exercised godly parental influence

Many people intensely involved in Christian ministry neglect to share the gospel with members of their own families;

· However some children who are reared by dedicated Christians follow their parents’ examples

· They develop loving relationships

· And become compassionate witness for Christ

No Spiritual Robots

At one time or another, many busy people have wished that they could duplicate themselves so they could do all the work that they just don’t seem to have time to accomplish.  A Georgia preacher, inspired by Disney World’s robotic figure of President Lincoln, has tried to do something like this.  Just as the Jerusalem church chose seven helpers, this preacher has built seven robots to help him preach the gospel!  One of the figures cost a quarter of a million dollars:  it is an “apostle Paul” that is able to shake hands, cross its leg, and deliver a thirteen-minute sermon about Jesus’ appearance to Paul (Saul at the time) on the road to Damascus.

The apostles found themselves unable to administer the Jerusalem church’s benevolence program to widows.  The seven men chosen by the church to carry out this ministry were not just “clones” of the apostles; they were men “of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom.”  They were genuine men of God whom the church knew could be entrusted with this important task.

The world may be amused by robotic figures that can imitate human behavior and even deliver a speech in mechanical fashion.  However, if we wish to amaze the world with the power of the gospel as the first-century Christians did, it will require more of us than merely “going through the motions,” mechanically giving lip service to Christ, or doing good deeds because it is what we have been “programmed” to do.

Prayer:

Lord, help us show our love by telling people about You.
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