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5th lesson this month on the topic:  Freedom:  Making It Personal   
1st Week: “Personal Rights” How to overcome ungodly, self-serving, enslaving, and ultimately destructive behavior that mimics freedom.
2nd Week:  “Personal Checklist” The dangers of a legalistic approach to the Christian life and the superiority of grace. 
3rd Week:  “Personal Relationship” How to experience the freedom that God provides and be adopted into His family.  Become a member of God’s family by placing your faith in Jesus Christ. 
4th Week:  “Personal Responsibility” How Christians can continually live out their freedom in Christ.  Each of us needs to walk daily in the freedom of the lordship of Christ. 
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about using the freedom found in Christ to serve others.
How this lesson can impact your life: Discover the joy and freedom found in serving others in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “The Heart of Service” Galatians 5: 13-15; The appropriate use of Christian freedom always involves serving others in love.  Serving others in love grows out of letting the Holy Spirit control our lives.
2. “The Power of Service” Galatians 5: 16, 22-26; The Holy Spirit provides the help we need to serve one another.  The fruit of the Spirit gives evidence the Spirit is controlling how we live.
3. “The Reward of Service” Galatians 6: 7-10; God will reward us for serving others, and He will do so at the right time.
What kind of service do you expect to receive when you go out to a restaurant?

· You expect for someone to greet you as you enter.

· You expect a server to provide for you everything you need for your meal.

· Your water/coffee to be refilled.

· To be asked if your food has been prepared correctly.

How about your service to the Lord?

· At your church, do you serve God or just “warm a pew?”

· When God opens a door of opportunity for you to serve, do you walk thru that door and serve Him, or do you peek inside and walk away?

· In the average church, 20% of the members perform 80% of the work/service.

· Are you really serving God today, or do you sit in your “spiritual rocking-chair”, expecting someone else to perform the service?

· “I’m too old” or “I’m too young” or “I’m too busy” are nothing but excuses.

· We need to give God our calendars and schedules and He will free up the time we need to serve Him.

Our first two lessons this month stressed the wrong ways to seek freedom;

· Self indulgence and keeping the law.

· Our third lesson this month emphasized the freedom we experience through faith in Jesus.

· Our last two lessons focused on how to express freedom in righteous living and by serving others.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (The Heart of Service) Galatians 5: 13-15.

Listen to how we are to serve one another as these verses are being read.

This lesson emphasizes using our freedom to benefit others;
· We all became believers because of what Christ could do for us.

· But now we are to move on to living for Christ, and we do that best by serving others.

Paul knew believers who wanted to make Christianity about nothing more than satisfying their own desires;

· Some of these Christians lived in Galatia.

· We also know Christians today who are interested only in what will benefit them.

· Such concern governs even their church involvement.

· They have not recognized that God wants them to be a blessing to others.

· To serve others by meeting the needs of those in the body of Christ

· And of those yet to become part of it.

Paul used two terms here to set the limits for the Christian life;

· One word is “called.”

· Which he meant God’s call of a person to become a Christian.

· But Paul did not write Galatians to preachers.

· He wrote it to all those in the churches of Galatia.

· God calls every Christian to faith in Christ.

· The other word is “freedom.”

· A term that has dominated this month’s lessons.

· It refers to spiritual freedom.

· Since God alone can give us this freedom, He alone has the right to decide how He wants us to use it!

· We may not agree with or follow His decision, but that won’t change what He wants.

Paul knew that some Christians misuse their freedom;

· What he described as making it “an opportunity for satisfying the flesh” v13

· He had in mind the self-indulgence of the first lesson.

· They needed to serve others.

Love is the heart of Christian service;

· We know about God’s unconditional love firsthand.

· We learned much by reading Scripture passages about it.

· What Christ did to provide salvation.

· We have felt and responded to it in our salvation experience.

· We also have received it into our lives.

The opposite of serving others in love is not pretty;

· To “bite” means behaving like snakes and beasts.

· To “devour” means to “gulp down.”

· To “be consumed” is to be annihilated as in a fire that causes a total loss.

No believer today wants to be part of a church whose members fight like wild beasts;

· All believers want to be part of a church whose members love and serve one another.

· So do unbelievers who have any interest in salvation!

Now the hard questions come;

· Do others view you as more likely to serve or to fight?

· Do they think you are more interested in winning arguments or winning friends through love?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (The Power of Service) Galatians 5: 16, 22-26.  Listen to what the fruit of the Spirit is as these verses are being read.

If love is the heart of Christian service, do we have to go it alone?
· Is help available, or are we on our own in using our freedom to serve others?

· What about some encouragement?

· What about occasional reminders?

Paul answered all such questions;

· He gave the Galatians and us a “command” and a “promise.”

· The “command” tells us how to live.

· “Walk” is a NT way of describing our lifestyle and it has no moral overtones.

· The phase “by the Spirit” designates the help that’s available to us.

· We can use the Spirit’s power in all we do as believers, including our service.

· Paul’s “promise” in the last part of Gal. 5: 16 has a not-so-subtle warning:

· This warning relates directly to the behavior that leads to Christians being “consumed by one another” v15.

· Paul said that that kind of behavior satisfies “the desire of the flesh” v16

Paul then flagged nine positive results/virtues of relying on the Spirit’s power.

· The first three show distinctive Christian characteristics:

· “Love” = only Christians have experienced the depth of God’s love in their lives.

· “Joy”= only Christians have received God’s greatest graced in their lives, and they can express “joy”.

· “Peace”= Christians have peace with God by virtue of their salvation.

· The next three are desirable “social graces”:

· “Patience”
· “Kindness”

· “Goodness”

· All of us want to be around Christians who demonstrate these 3 graces.

· These Christians put up with others’ quirks and even their offensive qualities.

· They have a disposition of kindness toward others.

· They exhibit generosity toward others.

· The last three identify attractive “personal qualities.”

· We also like to be around Christians who express:

· Faith

· Gentleness

· Self-control

· They are reliable, or trustworthy; they are humble and refuse to bully others; and they are able to control their desires instead of the opposite.

Did you notice the use of the singular noun for “fruit” related to these nine virtues?

· Apparently Paul did this on purpose.

· He wanted to contrast it with the “works of the flesh” v19.

· All such works result from human effort, produce chaos, and prevent orderliness.

· The Spirit, however, brings harmony to the lives of those who seek His power.

What happens if Christians do not live by the Spirit?
· Paul shows many examples of such living in verses 19-21.

· He added three more in verse 26.

· When we do not depend on the Spirit’s power

· We are much more likely to be conceited, to provoke others, and to envy others.

· If we do seek the Spirit’s guidance, we likely will be able to resist such behavior because we will exhibit such virtues as love, kindness, and self control.

· We do not have to live for Christ on our own!

· The Spirit of God gives us the power we need to live for God, including the power to serve others in love.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (The Reward of Service) Galatians 6: 7-10.  Listen to why we should not get tired of doing good as these verses are being read.

The four verses in this section explore both retribution and reward;

· Typically comment on them lean heavily toward accountability, judgment, and dire consequences.

· Such an approach accurately reflects the content of verses 7-8a.

· The concluding verses (8b-10), however, clearly spotlight the reward and frame it with ideas from the previous set of focal verses.

Paul had great concern about the Galatians;

· The law of the harvest could not be overturned

· They would reap what they sowed.

· Why else would he warn them against being deceived?

· If the Galatians did not take to heart what the apostle wrote, they would suffer, and they would bear the responsibility for their suffering.

If the Galatians did take Paul’s words to heart;

· They would enjoy a wonderful reward.

· Paul described the reward in a two-part promise.

· The first part involved “eternal life”

· It is what God gives us when we place our faith in His Son.

· The other part of the promise features certainty.

· “We will reap” leaves no doubt as to whether we will be rewarded for living by the Spirit.

We are not to become “tired of doing good or to give up” v9;

· We have no reason to quit and every reason to persevere in using our freedom to serve others.

· We are to use our fruit of the Spirit as we serve.

· We are to be generous with others.

Paul added a specific target of Christian service;

· This new detail appears in verse 10: “Those who belong to the household of faith”

· We are to serve our fellow Christians through love.

· We are to be generous to all, but we are to give special attention to other Christians and their welfare.
And now we have some hard questions to answer;

· If you look at your life for evidence that you serve others in love, what will you find?

· Will you find evidence you serve others daily or weekly or monthly or even less?

· Will you find anything, a few things, or a lot of things that deserve a reward?

· Would you reward yourself on the basis of what you find?

Who challenges you to use your freedom in Christ to serve others?

· How do you influence others to personal service?

· What will you do to better show love to others?

· To exhibit the fruit of the Spirit?

The Right Kind Of Service

Does “Horn & Hardart” mean anything to anyone?  How about “Automat”?  Those two names were attached to what was once the world’s largest restaurant chain.  It was also America’s first fast-food chain, and its first site opened in Philadelphia in 1902.  What set the company apart was a precise business plan that dictated exact uniformity of quality, service, and price.  There were no waiters.  Food was dispensed from coin-operated machines-similar in principle to what one finds in some hospital waiting rooms these days.  You could see the food, make your selection, insert your coins, open a sliding glass window, and take the item from the case.  The food is said to have always been of high quality and low cost.  The last Automat closed in 1991, but while they lasted, their system was very efficient and automated-and all very impersonal.

When Paul talked about serving one another, efficiency seems not to have been the key factor on his mind.  Instead, love is the key.  True Christian service is not automatic (or even necessarily efficient).  It is not based on a law or an organization handbook that tells us how to do it “the right way.”  It is not “doing as we please,” but “pleasing to do what love calls us to do.”  It means loving those we serve, not serving only those we love.

Prayer:

Lord, help us see our freedom in Christ not as an entitlement but as a gift.
Help each of us use our gifts wisely for our sake, for other’s sake, but most of all for Your sake.
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