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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Freedom:  Making It Personal   
Because of the 4th of July holiday;
· We often think of freedom in July.

· This month’s study theme challenges our understanding of true freedom.

· Only Christ offers permanent and lasting freedom.

· Our lessons this month will teach us that to be free in Christ is to be truly free.

Our 5 lessons for July are:

· July 3:  “Personal Rights”; Today’s lesson is about how to overcome ungodly, self-serving, enslaving, and ultimately destructive behavior that mimics freedom.

· July 10:  “Personal Checklist”; This lesson looks at the dangers of a legalistic approach to the Christian life and the superiority of grace.

· July 17:  “Personal Relationship”; How to experience the freedom that God provides and be adopted into His family.

· July 24:  “Personal Responsibility”; How Christians can continually live out their freedom in Christ.

· July 31:  “Personal Service”; About using freedom found in Christ to serve others. 
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about how to overcome ungodly, self-serving, enslaving, and ultimately destructive behavior that mimics freedom.
How this lesson can impact your life: Avoid the slavery of a self-indulgent lifestyle.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Self-Indulgence Described” 2Peter 2: 10b-14; A self-indulgent lifestyle always conflicts with a Christian lifestyle because it gives allegiance to satisfying oneself instead of to pleasing God.
2. “Self-Indulgence Rebuked” 2Peter 2:15-19; God clearly rebukes self-indulgence because He doesn’t want us to be enslaved to sin.
3. “Self-Indulgence Rejected” Philippians 3: 17-21; Believers can ask God to increase their desire for righteousness.
What are your earliest remembrances of celebrating the 4th of July?

· What are some of the major ways the holiday will be celebrated this year?

· What is the purpose of the holiday?

· Why do we call this holiday “Independence Day?”

In our Declaration of Independence we find these words;

· “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights; that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”

Americans hold these words to be dear;

· They will read, quote, hear, and revere these words amid a variety of activities leading up to and on Independence Day.

· They likely will focus on the personal rights to life, liberty, and pursuing happiness.

But our personal rights do not include infringing on others’ freedom;

· We only harm ourselves when we practice selfishness and self-indulgence of any kind.

· Such behavior is incompatible with genuine freedom.

· Besides being ungodly, and self-serving, it also is ultimately destructive.

· The Bible speaks so clearly about self-indulgence, describing it, rebuking it, and urging people to reject it.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Self-Indulgence Described) 2Peter 2: 10b-14.  Listen to how Peter describes self-indulgence as these verses are being read.

In the context of warning readers about false teachers;

· Peter identified self-indulgence as a false way to genuine freedom.

· With only 3 chapters in his 2nd book, he devoted a third of it (all of 2Peter 2) to this matter.

· It greatly concerned him because of the self-indulgent lifestyle that these teachers followed and taught.

As the 1st part of verse 10 reveals;

· The self-indulgent are slaves to “desires of the flesh” and “despise authority,” which means they reject genuine freedom.

· They take selfishness to its highest degree, living only for themselves.

· They are so corrupt that they eagerly seek opportunities to sin.

The next part of this chapter (vv 10b-14) describes the self-indulgent, their activities, and what will happen to them;

· Peter used 4 sets of terms to characterize the self-indulgent false teachers.

· 1.  They were “bold, arrogant people” v10.

· They were always right and could never be wrong in what they did or taught.

· 2.  Peter compared these false teachers to “irrational animals” v12.

· These people act out of ignorance, not out of learning informed by God’s Spirit.

· 3.  Peter referred to these teachers as “spots and blemishes” v13.

· It is like having a marring spot on one’s face or a blemish that renders one unfit for God’s service.

· God still sees self-indulgence as a spot and blemish on people today.

· 4.  “Children under a curse” describes those under God’s curse v14.

· Because of their deeds and lifestyles, these leaders were doomed to punishment.

Why did Peter denounce these teachers so strongly?

· These false teachers paraded their self-indulgence so openly that they defined depraved living.

· They loved “to carouse in the daytime” v13.

· In contrast to the usual practice of hiding bad behavior by waiting for darkness.

· They delighted in deceiving others.

· Truth and honesty were unimportant in their views.

· They were “always looking for sin” v14.

· They had an unrestrained desire for everything.

· Things they could have and things they had no business with.

Unfortunately, self-indulgence was not limited to the first century;

· We live in a culture that not only tolerates self-indulgence;

· But also seems to promote it.

· Self-indulgence often seduces us in small steps.

· We might decide some bit of such living is okay.

· We do it, then one step becomes two, then three, and eventually we are self-indulgent.

As we consider the false teachers’ activities, we will want to ask some questions;

· Do any of them entice us?

· Could it lead us to take a first step toward self-indulgence?

· Do any of them describe something we do, even to some small degree?

· If so, let us hear carefully what Peter said about the results of such living and understand the warning he gave.

The apostle described what would happen to those practicing self-indulgence;

· They face “destruction”-being “destroyed as the payment for their unrighteousness” v13.

· They will be judged and found guilty unless they repent.

· This judgment still remains in effect today.

· Those who engage in self-indulgent behavior to express their freedom will find just how enslaved and doomed they are.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Self-Indulgence Rebuked) 2Peter 2: 15-19.  Listen as Peter continues to describe self-indulgent sinners as these verses are being read.
As Peter continued his description of self-indulgent sinners, he made three unfavorable comparisons regarding them and their ways;

· 1.  He compared the false teachers to Balaam, the son of Bosor who received an offer of a bribe from the king of Moab v15.

· To be like Balaam is to leave “the straight path” and go “astray”

· 2.  Being like “springs without water” v17.

· What good is a well without water?

· It is useless; so is a life of self-indulgence.

· How disappointing to have teachers who do not deliver the truth.

· 3.  Being like “mists driven by a whirlwind” v17.

· The mist could be fog, by which people know moisture is in the air.

· Instead of delivering rain, the mist leaves on the wind, another empty promise.

· Like a thick fog that limits one’s vision, what these teachers did and taught only obscured the genuine gospel message.

The false teachers deceived others by promising them freedom that really was enslavement v19;

· They said believers are free to do whatever they want.

· However, the teachers were enslaved to this corrupt life;

· And that’s exactly what they offered to others; a life of being slaves of corruption.

How shall we respond to this rebuke of self-indulgence?

· 1st Let us examine our lives for any evidence of self-indulgence.

· If we find it in any degree, let us repent and ask God’s forgiveness.

· 2nd Let us recommit ourselves daily to a lifestyle that honors Christ and expresses the genuine freedom we have through Him.

· 3rd Let us ask God to increase our desire to live in righteous ways.

· The more we seek that lifestyle, the easier it will be to reject one that makes us slaves to sin.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Self-Indulgence Rejected) Philippians 3: 17-21.  Listen to how we are to imitate Paul as these verses are being read.

Paul also knew something about genuine freedom and the dangers associated with self-indulgence;

· He took a different approach than Peter.

· Using a series of contrasts, Paul warned Philippian readers about such behavior.

· He contrasted the focus of the self-indulgent with his own, their behavior with his, and the differing results of such behaviors.

The self-indulgent, Paul said “live as enemies of the cross” v18;

· People can misrepresent the cross’s meaning by what they say and also by what they do.

· To do so is to identify themselves as enemies of the cross.

· People declare whether they have a relationship with Christ and what they think of His cross by the focus of their lives.

Paul focused on “citizenship…in heaven” and urged his readers to do the same v20;

· Living in the Roman colony of Philippi meant its people lived under Rome’s laws.

· The Christians there also had a higher, more important citizenship.

· As important as the celebration of our nation’s birth and freedom, let us remember we too have a higher, more important citizenship.

· We also need to focus on it and the freedom associated with it.

The behavior of self-indulgent people also shows what they think of the cross;

· Verse 19 mentions two examples of how they believe.

· 1st They worship “their stomach” v19

· Paul warned readers against making self-satisfaction the goal of all they do in their lives.

· 2nd “Their glory is in their shame” v19

· Means such people enjoy things and activities that should shame them.
· They have upside-down value systems.

· They value whatever makes them happy and have no sense of right and wrong.

To counter such behavior, Paul offers two strategies;

· 1.  The first might seem a bit arrogant, to “join in imitating” him, to follow his example.

· He called on his readers to follow others who set good examples.

· All Christians are called to set good examples for others.

· Who sets an example for you?

· How can you better model the way heaven’s citizens are to live?

· 2.  Believers were to be like him in eagerly waiting for “the Lord Jesus Christ v20.

· When believers focus on their heavenly citizenship and anticipate the Lord’s return;

· They will have less inclination and time to indulge themselves.

For those who practiced self-indulgence, Paul had a stern admonition;

· “Their end is destruction” v19

· Their behavior showed they weren’t Christians, and they faced this inevitable, dire result.

· They could escape destruction but they would have to change their way of thinking.

· They would have to place their faith in Jesus and make Him their Lord instead of their self-indulgent ways.

For those who had made Jesus their Lord, Paul had an encouraging word;

· They faced a bright future, as do Christians today.

· Jesus will transform our human bodies “into the likeness of His glorious body” v21

· Then we will each have a body fit for heaven and for exercising our citizenship there.
· What else could we desire?

This lesson raises important questions for teachers to consider;

· Are we in any way like the false teachers?

· If so, what will we do to eliminate such behavior?

· Are we setting good examples for those we teach?

· How can we become better examples for them?

Facing Forward
During a discussion on changes and improvements in airplane design, someone suggested that airplane seats be turned around so that all the passengers are facing backward.  Industry analysts claim that the public will never accept this.  Why?  Because people want to see where they are going, not where they have been.  Everyone wants to face forward-at least physically.

In a more symbolic sense, there is always the temptation to face backward-that is, to live in the past.  Sometimes this desire can be attributed to nostalgia for supposedly better days.  Sometimes it is cause by guilt over things that one did or failed to do.

In Savannah, Georgia, there is a statue in Madison Square honoring Sergeant William Jasper, who died during the siege of Savannah in 1779.  The cool shaded square offers a striking contrast to the dust and heat that must have characterized the battlefield that day.  But one thing is the same:  Sergeant Jasper is pictured as he died-running forward.

Facing forward offers many advantages.  One’s eye is focused on future opportunities, not on past failures.  One concentrates on building up character for days to come, not on reliving sins of the past.  Satchel Paige, one the greatest pitchers in the history of baseball, offered some sound advice when he said, “Don’t look back.  Something might be gaining on you.”

Given the “prize” that awaits faithful Christians, there is no need for us to look back-ever.

Prayer:

Lord use this lesson today to enable us to live in the freedom provided by Christ, rather than being enslaved by self-indulgent lifestyles.
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