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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Freedom:  Making It Personal   
1st Week: “Personal Rights” How to overcome ungodly, self-serving, enslaving, and ultimately destructive behavior that mimics freedom.
2nd Week:  “Personal Checklist” The dangers of a legalistic approach to the Christian life and the superiority of grace. 
3rd Week:  “Personal Relationship” How to experience the freedom that God provides and be adopted into His family.  Become a member of God’s family by placing your faith in Jesus Christ. 
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about how Christians can continually live out their freedom in Christ.
How this lesson can impact your life: Walk daily in the freedom of the lordship of Christ.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Embrace Your New Identity” Romans 6: 8-11; Christians have received a new identity through Christ and need to recognize it.  Christ has done what was necessary to provide freedom for all believers.
2. “Fight Sin” Romans 6: 12-14; Christians have a new Lord, Jesus Christ, and thus have no reason to live a life dominated by sin.  Christians have a responsibility to live out their freedom in Christ. 
3. “Walk in Righteousness” Romans 6: 15-18; Christians offer their worship to God by offering all they are and have in His service.  Freedom in Christ does not mean believers can do anything they want.
He was a good man, he often came to church, but he wasn’t a Christian;
· When asked about trusting Christ, he wasn’t interested.
· He said he was not ready to give up his way of life right now.

· He confessed to enjoying his gambling habit.

· He was not ready to quit that habit right now.

· His problem was that he refused to believe that he could trust God to change him.

· That God would help him replace a love for gambling with a love for Him.

· I’m sure most of you know people with similar stories.

Many believers have the opposite problem of this man;

· They have trusted Christ and experienced God’s power in their lives;

· But they do not recognize their responsibility to live for Christ.

· Rather than allowing God to help them and turning control of their lives over to Him;

· They still live much as they did previously.

· Today’s lesson will challenge Christians to take the appropriate actions to live out their freedom in Christ.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Embrace Your New Identity) Romans 6: 8-11.  Listen to why Christ died as these verses are being read.
Christians always have struggled with sin;
· In part because freedom from sin does not mean freedom from temptation.

· When Christians embrace their new identity, they take an important first step in dealing with sin and in resisting temptation.

· Paul knew that and called for it in Romans 6.

· Here he battled the false beliefs that sin doesn’t matter for believers and that they should sin even more.

· This kind of thinking disturbed him greatly because it eroded the truth about the gospel of grace.

Before Christians can embrace our new identity;

· We must know its basis.

· As verses 9-10 show, it sits firmly on the work of Christ.

· Thus, the foundation of our identity cannot be shaken or moved.

Paul wrote that Jesus was “raised from the dead” v9

· Not only was Jesus raised, but He also “will not die again” v9

· Jesus still lives and always will do so.

· That “death no longer rules over Him” affirms why He will live eternally v9.

That “He lives to God” demonstrates Jesus still… v10;

· Does in heaven what He did on earth.

· He still brings glory to His Father.

· He still does His Father’s will.

· As He prayed in the garden, “Not My will, but Yours” (Luke 22:42), so He did on Calvary, and so He still does today.

None of this would have been possible;

· Had Jesus not “died to sin once for all” v10

· Although Jesus continues to live, He died only once.

· His sacrifice is eternally valid.

· He defeated sin conclusively and with finality.

On the basis of Christ’s work;
· Paul stated exactly what the new identity of Christians includes.

· It means we have “died with Christ v8.

· When we trusted Christ we experienced an important change.

· We died to ourselves and to living for ourselves.

· We moved on to living for Him.

In the present, our identity involves two parts of the same truth, one negative and the other positive;

· Since Jesus died to sin and we have died with Christ;

· Then we also are dead to sin and should be able to recognize it.

· We are no longer subject to sin’s rule.

· We likewise are “alive to God in Christ Jesus” v11

· We have changed masters.

Our new identity also looks to the future;

· “We will also live with Him” v8.

· Is it living with Jesus here and now or only in the hereafter?

· Perhaps Paul had both in mind.

· Regardless both are true.

To embrace your identity includes;

· Recognizing what changes have occurred in your life.

· How that affects your way of living each day.

· And what differences it will make in your future.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Fight Sin) Romans 6: 12-14.

Listen to how we are to fight sin as these verses are being read.

When you “Embrace Your New Identity” as a Christian;

· You will have taken an important first step.

· That step will lead naturally to the next one.

· Once you embrace the new identity, temptation and sin will attack even harder.

· You won’t have a choice in that matter, but you can choose to fight back.

Unfortunately, this struggle will never end as long as you are alive;

· You will never have a time when sins won’t bother you.

· But you can “Fight Sin” with a solid defense.

· Choosing what you are not going to do or to allow.

You can decide, for example, not to;

· “Let sin reign in your mortal body” v12

· You can resolve not to “obey its desires” v12

· You also can determine not to “offer any parts…to sin” v13

The first strategy to fight sin is mental;

· It’s your choice, and you can’t blame others for what you decide.

· You can “offer yourself to God” v13

· All you do and have-the totality of your existence-is to be used in worshiping God.

What are some practical strategies for winning the battle with sin?

· Avoid temptation as much as possible.

· Stay away from places and people that might bring you to some temptation.

· Leave any place where someone or something might tempt you.

· Associate with Christian friends more than with non-Christians.

· Being with believers not only at church but in other places too.

· Keep working on your relationship with God and stay close to Him.

· Talk to trusted believers about how they deal with temptations.

· Both in avoiding and in resisting them.

· Make prayer and Bible study a part of every day.

· Find guidance there!

Someone read our last groups of Scripture verses (Walk in Righteousness) Romans 6: 15-18.  Listen to the reason we should thank God as these verses are being read.

If we offer and use what we have and are as “weapons for righteousness” v13
· We will “Walk in Righteousness”

· If we choose to fight against sin with our weapons, we already have made another choice-whom we will serve.

All of which leads to the central principle of this passage;

· “You are slaves of that one you obey” v16

· Regardless of who we are, we all serve someone or something.

· We may think we serve God;

· But we may be serving another.

· Paul emphasized only two possible masters

· One being sin.

· The other being obedience.

· He chose obedience as the core of being a servant.

· He chose disobedience as the core quality of serving sin.

Serving either of these masters has results;

· The first “leading to death” v16

· And the other “leading to righteousness” v16.

· Those who walk the path of sin will find death at the end.

· This is the second, or spiritual death.

· This path is open in only one direction and goes to one destination.

Those who turn around to walk the path of obedience will find righteousness at its end.

· This path also is open in only one direction and goes to one destination.

· Ultimately, believers will reach heaven, where they will live in eternal fellowship with God.

· The further they travel on this way, the more they will grow in righteousness.
Paul had given the general principle as his first way of responding to the main question of verse 15 “Should we sin?”

· He then immediately answered, “Absolutely not!” v15

Paul gave four reasons for not sinning but walking in righteousness;

1. We should not sin because that would mean we are “slaves of sin”

· It would be denying our salvation and denying that Jesus is our Lord.

· Instead, we should walk in righteousness.

2. We should not sin because we “obeyed…that pattern of teaching to which we were transformed” v17

· These words picture new Christians being given sound teaching and obeying what they received.

· Instead of sinning and so denying our obedience to the gospel’s truth, we should walk in righteousness.

3. We also should not sin because we have “been liberated from sin” v18

· We are not slaves to sin because we have been freed from its power.

· To sin would be to deny our Christian freedom.

· Instead, we should walk in righteousness.

4. We should not sin because we are now “enslaved to righteousness” v18

· We are not slaves to sin because we have changed masters.

· To sin would be to deny our obedience to God.

· We serve Him.

· Instead, we should walk in righteousness.

If someone looked at your life, what do you think they would say about you?

· Would they say you were aware of your personal responsibility?

· That you were living out your freedom in Christ?

· That you obviously have been freed from your sin?

· If not, what changes do you need to make?

“Free” But Still A Prisoner

J. C. Fuller declined his girlfriend’s request that he go to church with her one Sunday morning in 1952.  Instead, he went out drinking.  Later that day his girlfriend saw him talking to another girl.  They argued, and in his drunken state Fuller fired the shotgun he was carrying.  He was arrested and convicted of attempted murder.

While in the middle of his four-year prison sentence, Fuller was on a work crew building a bridge.  He saw poisonous cottonmouth snakes swimming in the stream where the crew was required to work.  He was deathly afraid of snakes, so he complained to the guard, who shrugged and said with no sympathy, “There’s the road.”  The next morning Fuller took to the road and disappeared for forty-seven years.  Early in 2000, a prison fugitive squad was reviewing old cases and tracked Fuller down.  Because by then he was seventy-six years old, he was allowed to serve out the rest of his sentence with no penalty for his escape.

J. C. Fuller was never actually free from his wrongdoing, although he lived all those years without being confined to any prison.  Nearly five decades were spent in a captivity of the spirit, knowing that the debt for his crime had never been paid.  How different it is with us who know Christ!  We are dead to sin-no longer under its control.  We are alive to God, living under His dominion by the miracle of the grace He showed to us at the cross of Christ!

Prayer:

Thank You Lord for Your help in fulfilling the challenge and opportunity of embracing our identity as Your children.
Help us live free under Your grace, not bound by sin, death, or the law.
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