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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Freedom:  Making It Personal   
1st Week: “Personal Rights” How to overcome ungodly, self-serving, enslaving, and ultimately destructive behavior that mimics freedom.
2nd Week:  “Personal Checklist” The dangers of a legalistic approach to the Christian life and the superiority of grace. 
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about how to experience the freedom that God provides and be adopted into His family.
How this lesson can impact your life: Become a member of God’s family by placing your faith in Jesus Christ.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Freedom Gained” Galatians 4: 1-7; As children of God, Christians have a position of privilege in God’s family.  Unbelievers can be adopted into God’s family and know Him as their Heavenly Father.
2. “Forgiveness Received” 1John 1: 5-9; When sinners confess and repent of their sins and turn to Christ, God always forgives and saves them.  Christians also need to confess their sins and receive God’s forgiveness.
3. “Love Embraced” 1John 3: 1-3; God has shown how much He loves us through what He did in sending His Son, Jesus, and what He promises to do for us as His children.  Because we are God’s children, we have every reason to rejoice and no reason to give up hope for the future.
Our first two lessons have emphasized the fallacy of trying to find freedom through self-indulgence or through strictly keeping the law;
· Freedom means different things to different people.

· Some people fight for political or religious freedom.

· Others pursue financial freedom.

· Many people are seeking freedom from a serious disease or illness.
· Some people succeed in gaining the freedom they seek…others do not.

We all need one form of freedom, and fortunately it is the one freedom anyone can have;

· Spiritual freedom is freedom from sin and death and freedom to live as God lovingly created us to live.

· Today’s lesson clearly indicates that the way to that freedom is through faith in Jesus Christ.

· Only Christ offers us permanent and lasting freedom, a freedom that touches every aspect of life.

If you are a believer;

· Today’s lesson should strengthen your understanding of how blessed you are.

· If you have not yet believed, this lesson can help you understand and make the decision to turn to the Lord Jesus Christ and receive God as your loving Heavenly Father.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Freedom Gained) Galatians 4: 1-7.  Listen to who God sent to us as these verses are being read.

What does freedom mean to you?

· Does that meaning change or hold if I add a word and ask about spiritual freedom?

· How important is freedom, spiritual or otherwise to you?

Spiritual freedom certainly meant a great deal to the apostle Paul;

· He wrote Galatians in part because believers in these churches did not understand the importance of their spiritual freedom.

· In chapter 3, Paul had noted that Christians are free from the law and thus have no reason to submit to it.

· He wrote the verses for our text in this first section to show what God had done to provide us spiritual freedom.

God wanted to provide this freedom so much that He earmarked a particular time and then sent His Son to make it available v4;

· That God would await the completion of this time shows He was in charge.

· Circumstances did not force Him to act.

· He did not decide to act on a whim.

· He planned it and carried it out at the right time, one that He chose.

That God would choose to work through Jesus shows;

· The extent of the Father’s determination to provide spiritual freedom.

· Why else would he send His Son?

· Even though He loved this unique Son with a greater depth than the love of the best possible father;

· God still sent Jesus….because He also loves us.

Note three positive results of having this valuable freedom;

1. We receive adoption v5

2. The Spirit of Jesus dwells with us v6.

3. We can address God as Father v6.

· The word adoption spotlights the new status of believers.

· We have a new spiritual family and no longer belong to our old sinful family.

Previously in chapter 3, Paul had referred to “the Spirit” (3: 2, 14);

· As these two verses show, the Holy Spirit is the first benefit and evidence of a person’s salvation.

· That Jesus’ Spirit, which is another way of identifying the Holy Spirit, abides in us emphasizes the intimate nature of our personal relationship with God.

If we have the Spirit;

· Then we also know God as our Father.

· In Chapter 3, Paul returned to the idea of being in God’s family.

· The use of Abba, Father (v6) further stresses our intimate relationship with God.

For unbelievers nothing has changed;

· They are still in spiritual bondage.

· They are still in their old sinful family; they cannot legitimately call God their Heavenly Father.

· Neither do they have the Spirit in them.

· They need not despair; they too can receive spiritual freedom through faith in Jesus Christ.

Notice how Paul had carefully set the stage for another powerful conclusion;

· He began with an illustration about a child’s rights.

· Legally, a son would be in line to inherit his father’s estate.

· Until he reached adulthood, however, he had not more rights than a slave.

· Before we became Christians, we were like that son.

· We were in slavery v7

· We had no genuine freedom.

· All of that changed when we placed our faith in Jesus Christ.

Three important terms in the conclusion highlight that change;

1. Slave

· We are no longer enslaved to any spiritual power.

2. Son

· We are now sons (children) of God and have a position of privilege in His family.

3. Heir

· We now have full rights to inherit all that our Father has set aside for us.

When we begin a personal relationship with God;

· We receive spiritual freedom.

· We are free from sin and all other forms of spiritual bondage.

· As the two previous lessons have emphasized, we cannot have this freedom either through self-indulgence or through the law.

· We can have it only through faith in Jesus Christ.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Forgiveness Received) 1John 1: 5-9.

Listen to what God does when we confess our sins to Him as these verses are being read.

To say that Christians have spiritual freedom may raise some questions;
· What does freedom from sin mean?

· Are we free to do anything we might want?

· Have we been immunized against sin so we cannot commit any sinful deed?

· Obviously the answer to the last two questions is a strong “no.”

How then are we to answer the first question?

· What does freedom from sin mean?

· The apostle John answered this question, but he used different terms than Paul did in Galatians.

· Instead of writing about freedom, John wrote about forgiveness.

· He described God’s nature.

· Based on that, he then wrote four sentences (v6-9), each beginning with “if,” to help readers know whether they are Christians.

To begin with God’s nature may not be what most of us would prefer;

· We might choose to start with other people.

· After all, they are like us, less than perfect.

· God’s glorious nature is so far removed from our own.

· He referred to God as “light” and paired that with His having “absolutely no darkness” v5

John then noted a further basis for our hope, likewise rooted in God’s nature;

· God “is faithful and righteous” v9

· That God is faithful can mean He is true to His nature or to His promises.

· As righteous, God is just.

· He has acted in Jesus Christ to provide forgiveness.

· If He did not accept Christ’s sinless payment for our sins, He would be unfair and unjust.

Sin is indeed all too present in our lives;

· Yet we all-including unbelievers-have further reason to hope.

For this reason, John paired two opposite concepts, confessing our sins and saying, “We have no sin.”

· The latter may reflect a belief that a person’s sins are not important because they cause no problems.

· It also may reflect a belief that a person can be sinless, or live above sin.

· Neither of these belief has any validity.

· Those who make such a statement are deceiving themselves and are not telling the truth v8.

Everyone needs to confess;

· Unbelievers need to recognize, confess, repent of their sins, and trust Jesus Christ for their salvation.

· They need to turn from their “walk in darkness” and turn to Christ so they can “walk in the light”

· Only His perfect sacrifice can provide the cleansing they need.

We believers also need to recognize and confess our sins;

· We cannot lose our salvation by sinning;

· But we can affect our relationship with God.

· When we confess our sins as Christians, we strengthen our relationship with God.

What happens when people confess their sins to God?

· John answered that question when he paired “to forgive….our sins” with “to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” v9

· To be forgiven relates to having our debts cancelled.

· And to be cleansed related to having stains removed.

· When we confess our sins, God cancels our sin debt and removes sin’s stains from our lives.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Love Embraced) 1 John 3: 1-3.

Listen to why the world does not know us as these verses are being read.

As indicated earlier, sin all too present in our lives, but again we have further reason to hope;
· God’s amazing, wonderful, unconditional, undeserved-but-real-nonetheless love also gives us hope.

· As John began to think about God’s love, he stood in awe of it.

As a result of God’s love;

· Christians are God’s children v1

· Christians are part of and belong to God’s family.

· As such, we have fellowship with God.

· We have fellowship with one another

· And we walk in the light.

· Such privileges encourage unbelievers to embrace God’s love and Christians to seek out unbelievers to join the family.

As a result of God’s love, believers are not “will be much different from who we are now”;
· When we became Christians, God began to change us spiritually.

· He began the process of making us into the likeness of His One and Only Son.

Although we don’t know all that God will do with and make of us in the future, we do know this much;

· One day two significant changes will occur.

1. “We will be like Him” v2

· All the traces of sin that have remained in our lives will be removed.

· At that point, we will be completely transformed so that we are completely sinless like Him.

2. “We will see Him as He is” v2

· For the first time in our Christian lives, we will be able to see the fully glory of our Lord!

All of these truths encourage unbelievers to embrace God’s love;

· They have every reason to acknowledge and experience God’s love through faith in Christ.

· When they do, they will have a personal relationship with God and will be adopted into His family.

As a Christian consider these questions;

· How well do I model my relationship with God on a daily basis?

· How do I celebrate the fact I am in God’s family?
· How do I express my joy at having God’s forgiveness?

· Do I have sins in my life I need to confess?

· How do I show my appreciation for God’s love?

What Love Can Do
George and Janet had been married for several years but were unable to start the family they so badly wanted.  At last they were able to adopt a baby.  But this baby had suffered from parental neglect.  The little girl was a tragic sight to behold.  Her skin was covered with lesions; her frail body bore the signs of abuse.

George and Janet came to visit their minister and his wife to show them the baby.  The new parents proudly unwrapped the blankets and thrust the baby into the arms of the minister’s wife with the words, “Isn’t she beautiful?”  The truth was that she wasn’t beautiful physically; she showed the evidence of the former abuse.  It was all the minister and his wife could do to show an appreciation for a beauty they did not see.  They could only state their joy that the three were now a family.

A few months later the family returned for another visit.  This time there was no doubt:  the baby was indeed beautiful!  Tender care had transformed the infant from an object of neglect and abuse into a symbol of what happens when love does its wonderful work.  God has brought us into His family, even though the spiritual abuse we suffer is self-inflicted.  We cannot imagine how great the difference can be when we let His transforming love work its power on us!

Prayer:

Lord, thank You so much for the privilege of being one of Your children.

Help each of us live our lives for Your glory.

Forgive us for sometimes treating Your great love so casually.

Help us to honor Your love by reflecting it toward one another.
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