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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Freedom:  Making It Personal   
1st Week: “Personal Rights” How to overcome ungodly, self-serving, enslaving, and ultimately destructive behavior that mimics freedom.
What this lesson is about: This lesson looks at the dangers of a legalistic approach to the Christian life and the superiority of grace.
How this lesson can impact your life: Understand the benefits of grace and avoid legalism in your walk with Christ.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Forgetting Faith” Galatians 3: 1-3; We begin our Christianity with faith and thus have no reason to then turn to legalism.
2. “Pursuing a Religious Checklist” Galatians 3: 10-14; Because Christians can rely on the redemptive work of Jesus, we have no need of a spiritual checklist.
3. “Embracing Faith in Christ” Galatians 3: 19-26; We can thank God that He saves all who put their faith in Christ.  We can rejoice in our status as children of God.
Do you have a bucket list?

· A few years ago, a movie featured two men.

· They met when they were hospitalized in the same cancer ward.

· The movie tells how they developed such a list.

· What they wanted to do before the “kicked the bucket.”

Making lists and doing what’s on them is one way to live;

· Many people develop goals for their lives and check them off one by one.

· They include such items as:

· Graduating from college.

· Getting a job paying a high salary.

· Paying off debts by a certain date.

· Saving a certain amount for retirement.

· And many, many others…….

Such lists often bring many positive benefits;

· Other lists, however-those that involve giving up all or a large measure of one’s personal freedom
· Are harmful and at worst are dangerous.

· For example, such lists may invade a religion, gain control of its people, and lead them into legalism.

· Unfortunately, sometimes these people are Christians.

Legalism (definition):
· Strict, literal, or excessive conformity to the law or to a religious or moral code. 
· The institutionalized legalism that restricts free choice.

What about you?

· Is your Christianity a checklist or a way of life?
· Do you live according to a list of do’s and don’ts, or are you freely pursuing your relationship with Christ?

· Today’s lesson highlights both an important warning and reminder.

· It warns us about the dangers of taking a legalistic approach to Christianity, which involves living by a checklist.

· It reminds us about the superior way of grace, which focuses on living by faith.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Forgetting Faith) Galatians 3: 1-3.  Listen to Paul’s words to the Galatians as these verses are being read.

The issue of whether Christians are to live by legalism or by faith has always troubled churches;

· When the apostle Paul faced it, he established the case for faith and grace.

· Originally, he and a team of missionaries had taken the gospel to Galatia, establishing churches in several cities there.

· After moving on, Paul began receiving troubling reports from these churches.

· Other “missionaries” had come behind him.

· They attacked both his credentials as an apostle and his message of salvation by grace through faith.

Paul wrote the Book of Galatians to answer these attacks;

· After establishing the validity of his apostleship in chapters 1 and 2;

· He began his main argument against legalism and for faith in chapter 3.

We begin our Christianity in faith;

· Verses 1-3 addressed believers who seemingly had forgotten this beginning.

· Paul wasn’t concerned about hurting someone’s feelings.

· He was deeply concerned about everyone’s understanding of salvation.

· Twice he referred to the Galatians as “foolish” and once he accused them of being “hypnotized.”

· To be “foolish” literally means “to be unthinking” and describes a deficit in understanding or judgment.

· To be “hypnotized” is “to be subject to an evil spell” or “to be fascinated” and can refer to being misled on purpose.

To counter the false ideas in Galatia, Paul set forward one truth and two primary follow up questions;

· The truth related to how his preaching had portrayed Jesus Christ.

· Specifically, Paul had depicted Christ as crucified.

· He had presented the truth to them, the truth that centered on the cross.

· His 1st question concerned how the Galatians had received the Holy Spirit.

· For Paul the answer was obvious, and it should have been as obvious to them.

· The Galatians had not become Christians by doing “the works of the law” v2

· They had become Christians and thus received the Spirit by hearing what the apostle preached and responded with faith.

· How could they have forgotten that?

· His 2nd question concerned the nature of the Christian life.

· Do Christians live by faith or by flesh?

· Only one answer can be correct.

· We cannot begin with faith and thus receive the Spirit and then finish “by the flesh” v3.

· We will study in our next section of this lesson that Paul answered this 2nd question in verse 11.
· He quotes Habakkuk 2:4: “The righteous will live by faith.”

Has legalism lessened among Christians today?

· The answer must be yes and no.

· Some Christian leaders seek to control those they influence and resort to a legalistic approach.

· They develop and promote lists of behaviors for their followers.

· Often based on what they see as theological reasoning.

· Believers who crave rigid structure to the Christian life quickly give in to such thinking and lists.

Other leaders and believers recognize the best structure for living as Christians lies elsewhere;

· Any list they or others develop attacks and reduces some of their freedom as believers, and they reject it.

· The Holy Spirit’s work in their lives provides the best structure and includes both their experience of God’s grace and their continuing faith in Christ.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Pursuing a Religious Checklist) Galatians 3:10-14.  Listen to what Christ does for us as these verses are being read.

Having reestablished the validity of his gospel;
· Which includes both salvation by faith and continuing to live by faith;

· Paul moved to a second idea:  Christians do not need a religious checklist.

He gave four reasons to support this contention, basing each of them on separate quotations from the OT;

1. The law carries within it a curse v10.

· Salvation cannot come by the law because we cannot keep all the law.

· We all fall short of perfection with regard to the law.

· Thus, the law inherently brings a curse to any who seek to live by it.

· It dooms us to sin.

2. Since the law brings a curse, it cannot save at the same time.

· Only faith can bring salvation.

· Why would any of us turn to a powerless-to-save law?

3. The incompatibility of faith and law, explains why one cannot be saved by law.

· Faith and the law have different bases, the former being based on God’s grace and the latter on human works.

· Christians today need to remember that we are to perform good works.

· We are to do so on the basis of our salvation, and we cannot do so in order to receive salvation.

4. The redemptive work of Christ and its relationship to faith.

· V13-14 explains what He has done as well as how and why He did it.

· Jesus Christ redeemed us, which means He bought us or freed us from sin.

· He did so by becoming a curse on our behalf (Deut. 21:23) through His death on the cross.

· Why would anyone not accept what Christ has done for them?

Christians today have several distinct advantages over those in Galatia;
· They had only the OT as their Bible; we also have the entire NT.

· They lived in the infancy of the church with few Christian leaders or teachers.

· We live in an era when many, many Christian leaders and teachers can help us understand the truth.

· The Galatians had no need of a checklist for living.

· We too have no need of a checklist.

· Why would we want to be so foolish?

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Embracing Faith in Christ) Galatians 3: 19-26.  Listen to how we are supposed to embrace faith in Christ as these verses are being read.

Paul encouraged his readers to continue embracing their faith in Christ.

· He explained God’s limited purpose in giving the law to His people.

· Then he noted the limited power of the law.

· Thus, any legalistic approach to Christianity is invalid.

According to Paul, God had two purposes for the law;

· Both of which show it was not God’s final word for His people.

· (1st purpose) God gave the law because of transgressions v19.

· It means in order to reveal what is and is not sin.

· After that, no one could say, “I didn’t know it was a sin,” about any behavior. 
· (2nd purpose) God also gave the law to be like a guardian to His people.

To what extent was the law valid only until the Seed, until the coming of Jesus Christ as the Messiah?

· God had spoken directly to Abraham in promising him innumerable descendants and blessings, and He also had spoken directly to His people in sending His son.

· God had given the law indirectly through angels and by means of a mediator (Moses) v20.

· Thus, the law had a limited role in God’s work and was surpassed by both God’s promises and the coming of God’s Son.

A guardian was a disciplinarian who guided the moral and social development of a child until the child reached maturity.

· In the same way, God gave the law to guide His people.

· The law had this role of guardian only until God sent “His One and Only Son.”

· Then it had accomplished what God intended.

The reason God gave the law is also bound up in the limitation of its power.

· The law was temporary because it had no power to give live, or righteousness v21.

· We must be careful here not to infer that the law has been cancelled and Christians need to not follow it.

· The law continues to express God’s will for His people today.

· Christians, however, have the Holy Spirit living in them to guide them.

· He helps us understand God’s will today, and frequently He does so with reference to the law.

Christ came so we could be justified by faith v24;

· And only as a result of faith are we sons of God v24.

· Thus, faith, not obedience to the law, is the way to salvation.

· All believers are sons of God.

· We all have a special relationship with Him.

· One that is based on and similar to (but not identical with) that of Jesus and His Heavenly Father.

These verses call for a response of gratitude to God;

· How often do you thank Him for saving you by His grace?

· How long has it been since you did so?

Consider these questions again;

· Is your religion a check-list or a way of life?

· Do you live according to a list of do’s and don’t,  or do you freely pursue your relationship with Christ?

· A list will not lead to Christian growth nor will it enhance your relationship with Christ.

· A list is static; a relationship is dynamic by nature-ever growing, ever deepening.

When we live by faith;

· We possess real spiritual freedom, the kind we need to grow.

· Living by faith involves trusting the Holy Spirit to guide us.

· He will lead us to the truth.

· He will show us how to live as believers.

· As we follow Him, we will grow as Christians.

A Touching Story Of Adoption

A wild mallard hen felt so much at home in the marina at Redondo Beach, California, that in two different years she chose the Gypsea, a sailboat moored there, for the site of her nest.  She found a compartment on the deck that was to her liking, and there she hatched her clutch of seven eggs.  When the father duck died after the ducklings were hatched, another drake adopted the family and patrolled the dock leading to the sailboat, keeping watch over his adopted family.

The owners of the Gypsea, Donald and Winifred Sudduth, also adopted the family of ducks.  They accepted the inconvenience and cost of keeping the boat docked until the ducklings were mature enough to swim (or fly) away.  Up to that point, the Sudduths provided food and a plastic washtub so the ducklings could eat and learn to swim.

We usually think of adoption as a relationship that exists between humans.  As we have seen, it may exist between animals or between humans and animals.  However, the most touching story of adoption ever told concerns God’s reaching out to sinners.  Although we were unworthy, God accepted the inconvenience of assuming care for any of us who is willing to become part of His family.
And yet, how insufficient a word inconvenience is to describe this action of adoption.  This costly adoption was accomplished by Christ’s willing sacrifice of His life so that all who wish may become a part of God’s family.  And we have full rights as heirs to all the heavenly blessings that our Father possesses!

Prayer:

Father, thank You for adopting us as Your very own children and giving us an eternal inheritance in Heaven.

Help us to be grateful for everything You have done for us.

Help us Father to avoid legalism and instead enjoy the benefits of living by grace in a relationship with You.
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