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5th lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For Jesus
1st Week: “Sin IS a Big Deal”; When we understand the reality, the true nature, and the consequences of sin, we realize the need for a Savior.  The danger in our world is the concept that morality is relative-“I’ll do my thing; you do your thing.”
2nd Week:  “Why “Good” Isn’t Good Enough”; We will never recognize our own sinfulness or admit how wicked we are until we gain an appreciation for the holiness of God.  God provided the only way of salvation through Christ’s death on the cross.
3rd Week:  “What’s So Different About Jesus?”; We discussed the uniqueness of Jesus as evidenced in His teachings, His miracles, and His resurrection.
4th Week:  “Jesus The One and Only”; Because of God’s love for sinners, He sent His only Son to provide salvation for them.  Jesus alone paid the ransom price for our salvation.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the true meaning of biblical faith.
How this lesson can impact your life: Explain how to move from mere knowledge to biblical faith.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Faith Is Only as Good as Its Object”; God’s plan of salvation is the same today as it was in Abraham’s day-by faith.  The power of faith is in its object-Christ alone.
2. “Faith Involves an Act of the Will”; Believing in Christ’s death and resurrection involves an act of the will that is absolutely necessary for a person to be saved.
3. “Faith Is a Way of Life”; People with genuine faith persevere despite difficult situations, continuing to remain loyal to Christ no matter what the circumstances.
In today’s lesson we examine what faith really is;
· Both the faith that saves and the faith that remains loyal to Christ.

· The former addresses what happens the moment a person believes in Christ and is based on passages from Romans (our 1st two lesson texts).

· The latter concerns what kind of lifestyle God expects from those who have received Jesus as God’s Son and Messiah (Hebrews-our 3rd lesson text).

Our lesson today issues a challenge to adults who need to;

· Examine their relationship to God.

· And to determine if they have really received Jesus as Savior by faith.

· It challenges other adults to determine if they have been living in a way that pleases God-by faith.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Faith Is Only as Good as Its Object) Romans 4: 1-3, 23-25.  Listen to the faith of Abraham as these verses are read.

Paul began his defense of salvation by faith with the question;

· “What then can we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?” v1

· All Jews could claim Abraham as their ancestor “according to the flesh.”

· But being related to Abraham in a physical sense has no benefit without faith.

Paul further explained that;

· “If Abraham was justified by works, then he has something to brag about-but not before God” v2

· Abraham himself did not brag about his good works.
· Because before God he had no good works to brag about.

So what did Abraham find?

· He found faith.

· Abraham’s relationship to God was based on faith and not works.

· Genesis 15:6 “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him for righteousness.”

God revealed Himself to Abraham so that he believed in the;

· One true God and moved to a new land at His command.

· The power of faith is not in faith itself.

· Even atheists have faith God does not exist!

· Faith without the right object is of no value.

· The power of faith is in its object.

Because our faith is in God and His Son Jesus;

· Reason and deliberation are not the enemies of our faith.

· We can confidently invite unbelievers to investigate and deliberate the claims of Christ.

The resurrection of Christ is at the core of the Christian faith;

· No resurrection, no gospel.

· Paul concluded with the affirmation that “He was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification” v25.

· Central to biblical faith is belief in Jesus’ atoning death on the cross.

· And His resurrection from the dead.

Faith in Jesus is the means of salvation today;

· He is the one who died for our sins and rose from the dead.

· He is the object of faith because He is the incarnation of God.

· He alone paid the price of our sins so we can receive eternal life by faith.

· The death and resurrection of Christ must hold a central place in all preaching that reaches out to those who have never trusted Christ.

When we believe, an exchange takes place;

· We give Christ our sins.

· And He gives us His righteousness and forgiveness.

· There is nothing we can do to earn this.

· Only through Christ can we receive God’s righteousness.

· Sadly, many still choose to pass up this gift to continue “enjoying” their sin.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Faith Involves an Act of the Will) Romans 10: 9-13.  Listen to what we need to do to be saved as these verses are read.

Paul’s concern in this section of Romans was for people to understand the nature of faith and righteousness;

· Israel rejected God’s righteousness which comes by faith and attempted to establish their own through the law.

· God’s people know that salvation is not earned; it comes by faith.

“If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” v9;

· Paul did not mean that just saying the words “Jesus is Lord” saves anyone.

· Or that confession is a good work that earns salvation.

· Rather, he simply meant that “the mouth confesses what the heart possesses”.

· Confessing with the mouth that Jesus is Lord involves a commitment that comes from the center of a person’s being, their heart.

Biblical faith is a choice, it is not passive;

· It involves the whole person, not just the intellect.

· Righteousness refers to a right standing or right relationship with God.

· This righteousness cannot be earned through good works such as keeping the law.

Have you ever been asked, “How do I become a Christian?”
· These verses give you the beautiful answer.

· Salvation is as close as your own mouth and heart.

· People think it must be a complicated process, but it is not.

· If we believe in our hearts and say with our mouths that Christ is the risen Lord, we will be saved.

God’s provision of salvation in Old Testament times was for everyone, not just the Jews;

· The same is true today.

· He saves everyone, Jew and Gentile, who believes in Jesus.

· Saving faith involves a personal decision.

· One must believe in Christ (“call on Him”) v12

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Faith Is a Way of Life) Hebrews 12: 1-2.  Listen to who we look at as we live our lives as these verses are read.

The “large cloud of witnesses” looks back to;
· The men and women of faith referenced in Chapter 11.

· They are not watching us, however we are to look at them as examples of the kind of faith that God demands from His people.

· Their faithfulness is a constant encouragement to us.

· We do not struggle alone, and we are not the first to struggle with the problems we face.

· We should be encouraged by their examples as we strive to emulate their faithfulness to God.

The rest of verse 1 uses the imagery of a distance runner to describe persevering faith;

· Remember that the Christian life is not a sprint like the 100 meter dash.

· It is a marathon of endurance.

· Runners always wear as little as possible in a race because clothing can slow them down.

· We must be willing to remove from our lives anything and everything that keeps us from remaining faithful to Christ.

· Especially the sin of unbelief.

· Nothing will slow us down quicker than doubting the truths about who Jesus is.

· And what He accomplished for us.

Unlike sprinters who can see the end point of their race before they even begin;

· We marathon runners in the Christian faith can only see the end in our minds.

· The author explained where our eyes should be during the race.

· “Keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and finisher of our faith” v2.
Jesus Himself is the supreme example of faith;

· His entire life was characterized by an unswerving trust in His heavenly Father.

· This is how He endured a cross v2.

· The Father rewarded His Son for His faithfulness in going to the cross.

· He will reward us also for our faithfulness to His Son.

· If not so much in this life, then in the life to come.

The Christian life involves hard work;

· It requires us to give up whatever endangers our relationship with God.

· To run patiently, and to struggle against sin with the power of the Holy Spirit.

· To live effectively, we must keep our eyes on Jesus.

· We will stumble if we look away from Him to stare at ourselves or at the circumstances surrounding us.

· We should be running for Christ, not ourselves.

· We must always keep Him in sight!

Two Kinds of Confession
During the aftermath of the corporate financial scandals of the late 1990s, many corporate executives were convicted of their crimes; but few of the guilty actually confessed to having done any wrong.  One of the companies that had illegally “cooked” their books was a well known software company.  Months after the investigations began, the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of the company finally admitted in court that he had conspired with others in the firm to deceive investors into thinking the company was strong and growing when it actually was doing much worse.

The CFO confessed to having signed nine quarterly reports and two annual reports that he knew to contain “materially false statements and omissions.”  He also implicated the company’s outside accounting firm, saying it had encouraged unethical accounting practices.  So while the CFO was selling his stock for four million dollars, the company was collapsing, costing shareholders more than two billion dollars!  By admitting his guilt, the man was able to decrease significantly his time served in prison.

How different our confession of Christ is!  Of course, there must be an admission of guilt for our sins.  We can’t get around that!  But our confession is also meant to be part of a daily lifestyle demonstrating to the world the fact that Christ has rescued us from sin and its eternal consequences.

Prayer:

Lord help us have the kind of faith that makes a difference.
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