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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Going Right in a Culture Gone Wrong   
1st Week: “Thriving in a Fast-Food Culture” This lesson was about God’s call to align ourselves with Christ, and we can do so as we avoid those things that harm us physically and practice a healthy lifestyle for His honor.
2nd Week:  “Seeking Purity in a Sensual Culture” A lesson about living pure lives by being imitators of God and walking in His love, light, and wisdom.
3rd Week:  “Caring in an Expendable Culture” A lesson about God valuing life and so should we.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about God not showing favoritism and neither should we.
How this lesson can impact your life: Identify your prejudices, and look for the ways to overcome them.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Challenge Your Assumptions”; Acts 10: 9-15; When negative attitudes toward people of other races or cultures affect how we interact with them, we have permitted prejudices to overrule God’s full counsel in the Bible.
2. “Change Your Behavior”; Acts 10:22-23, 28-29a; We need to look for ways to build relationships with people of other races and cultures in our communities and welcome them into our churches.
3. “Clarify That Jesus Is Lord Of All” Acts 10: 34-36; God accepts anyone of any race who fears Him and places faith in Jesus Christ.
Favorite:
· one that is treated or regarded with special favor or liking; especially: a person who is specially loved, trusted, or provided with favors by someone of high rank or authority
· Favoritism-the showing of special favor.

We often assume we have overcome our prejudicial tendencies;

· Yet we frequently mirror our culture’s inclination to keep our associations with people fairly exclusive.

· Every society includes people who feel left out.

· Who do not get chosen at recess.

· Whose invitations’ to dance get turned down

· Or who get blackballed, cold shouldered, or voted off the island.

· We exclude some because of pride, fear, ignorance, or the desire to feel superior.

How easily we can give lip service to equality;

· While missing the application in our lives as our actions and attitudes say something different.

· What issue most divides and brings out prejudices in your community?

Our 1st Scripture verses are in Acts 10: 9-15 (Challenge Your Assumptions);

HCSB 9 The next day, as they were traveling and nearing the city, Peter went up to pray on the housetop about noon. 10 Then he became hungry and wanted to eat, but while they were preparing something, he went into a visionary state. 11 He saw heaven opened and an object that resembled a large sheet coming down, being lowered by its four corners to the earth. 12 In it were all the four-footed animals and reptiles of the earth, and the birds of the sky. 13 Then a voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat!”  14 “No, Lord!” Peter said. “For I have never eaten anything common and ritually unclean!” 15 Again, a second time, a voice said to him, “What God has made clean, you must not call common.” 

Luke described Cornelius’ vision of “an angel of God” (10:3);

· This centurion had openly demonstrated his godliness through acts of generosity and in regular prayer to God v2

· Caesarea boasted a large Gentile population and a sizable Jewish community,

· Providing a fitting place where Peter could come to terms with his own prejudices.

Luke described Cornelius’ vision of “an angle of God” (10:13);

· This centurion had openly demonstrated his godliness through acts of generosity and in regular prayer to God (v2)

· Caesarea boasted a large Gentile population and a sizable Jewish community,

· Providing a fitting place where Peter could come to terms with his own prejudices.

One afternoon at the regular hour of prayer;

· An angel stunned this seasoned Roman veteran in a vision and told him God had honored his petitions.

· The angel gave Cornelius exact instructions to send for Peter in Joppa.

· The centurion obeyed immediately and dispatched two domestic servants and a God-fearing soldier like himself.

The scene shifted to the next day as they traveled to Joppa v9

· About noon, Peter climbed an outside stairway to the housetop to pray v9

· During his prayer time, Peter became hungry and wanted to eat v10

· As Peter waited, he went into a visionary state v10

· Peter had a vision of a large sheet filled with all sorts of animals.

An accompanying voice commanded Peter to rise up, kill, and satisfy his hunger from the assorted meats available to him in the sheet;

· Peter bristled at such a command.

· Protesting that he had never eaten anything common and ritually unclean v13
· Peter believed that to partake in such food would violate God’s mandate to His people and make Peter ritually defiled or unfit to serve God.

· His ingrained religious prejudice, reinforced by years of teaching and tradition, collided with the demand he heard from the vision.

Deeply entrenched prejudices exist within most of us;

· When our attitudes toward people from other racial backgrounds or from another part of the country or world affect the way we interact with them,

· Then we have permitted our prejudices to overrule God’s full counsel in the Bible.

As Peter heard the voice a second time v15;

· The Lord provided the rationale for Peter to eat.

· “What God has made clean, you must not call common” v15

· In His sovereignty, God had previously made a distinction between Jews and Gentiles.

· However, as sovereign God, He can also remove that distinction and pronounce all as clean.

· After this happened three times, the sheet disappeared from view.

Many Christians acknowledge that God loves all people-including Muslims;

· But many of the same Christians quickly make uncomplimentary assumptions about the Muslim who sits next to them on an airplane or moves into their neighborhood.

· By our assumptions, we convince ourselves that some people cannot come to faith.

· Do you see people of another people group as individuals to avoid, shun, or even fear?

· That God loves and values all people and desires for everyone to come to a faith relationship with Him might challenge some of our assumptions.
Our 2nd Scripture verses are in Acts 10: 22-23, 28-29a (Change Your Behavior):
HCSB 22 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who has a good reputation with the whole Jewish nation, was divinely directed by a holy angel to call you to his house and to hear a essage from you.” 23 Peter then invited them in and gave them lodging. The next day he got up and set out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went with him. 28 Peter said to them, “You know it’s forbidden for a Jewish man to associate with or visit a foreigner. But God has shown me that I must not call any person common or unclean. 29 That’s why I came without any objection when I was sent for. 

With Peter still reeling from the vision;

· Cornelius’ three-man delegation arrived at Simon’s gate and inquired about Peter.

· Their arrival provided the opportunity for Peter to apply what God had taught him about common and unclean.

· Obeying the Spirit’s direction, Peter hurried down the stairs, met the delegation, and asked them the nature of their business.

The visitors placed Cornelius in the most favorable light possible v22;

· They identified his rank in the Italian Regiment v1

· And raved about his good reputation with the whole Jewish nation.

· Cornelius had demonstrated a God-fearing lifestyle through his praying and almsgiving v2.

· The three men also spoke about the holy angel’s visit with Cornelius, instructing the centurion to call on Peter to hear a message from him v22.

Consider how uncomfortable Peter must have felt as he invited these Gentiles to spend the night;

· Not only had Peter just met them,

· But good Jews didn’t associate with Gentiles, much less entertain them and share food with them.

· As they shared food and conversation, everyone became more relaxed and relationships developed.
Just like Peter, we should not wait for our feelings to change before we obey God’s commands;

· Obedience comes first.

· Obedience often requires that we step outside our comfort zones.

· We need to do more than just “be nice” to people of other races.

· Rather, we need to look for ways to build relationships with them and to welcome them into our churches and homes.

· As we do so, we can share with them how to have a faith relationship with Jesus.

Which of the following best describes your discomfort at changing your behavior toward others?

· Might have to admit I was wrong.

· Don’t know how to respond

· Afraid how the other person will respond

· Afraid what my friends will think

· Don’t want to invest time/resources that might be necessary
The next day, a company of 10-Cornelius’ men, Peter, and some of the brothers from Joppa;

· Started on their northward journey to Caesarea.

· When the party reached Caesarea the next day,

· They found Cornelius, his family, and friends waiting in anticipation for Peter’s arrival.

· Peter announced, “You know it’s forbidden for a Jewish man to associate with or visit a foreigner” V28

· Peter announced that God had shown him that he must not call any person common or unclean.

· Peter had surrendered his preconceived notions and came without any objection in obedience to the Lord.

Our last Scripture verses are Acts 10: 34-36 (Clarify That Jesus Is Lord lf All):

HCSB 34 Then Peter began to speak: “Now I really understand that God doesn’t show favoritism, 35 but in every nation the person who fears Him and does righteousness is acceptable to Him. 36 He sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all.
Peter began his sermon with a solemn declaration about what he had learned through his experiences just a couple of days earlier;

· Because Cornelius and his family already worshiped God,

· They had some prior preparation for the gospel. 

· His first words swept away the racial and religious prejudices of centuries:

· “Now I really understand that God doesn’t show favoritism” v34

· Peter expressed his realization that God will accept anybody of any race who fears Him and does righteousness v35.

· External criteria-appearance, race, nationality, social class-did not determine whether or not God would accept an individual.

Peter did not suggest that God universally accepts all people on the basis of sincerity or works;

· Rather, a righteous, God-fearing Gentile was just as acceptable to Him as a righteous, God-fearing Jew through faith in Jesus Christ v35

· Peter summarized the gospel message.

· For centuries God spoke through the prophets as they proclaimed exclusively to Israel the good news of peace v36

· In Jesus Christ, this peace descended in the form of a Person who made salvation available to all who earnestly seek Him who is Lord of all v36.

In a day of religious pluralism, when compassionate Christians seek to guard against prejudicial bias;

· Peter’s speech clearly reminds us that God does not play favorites with nations.

· However, many want to look for the good in all religions.

· Some say, “Leave them alone!  Their religious practice is a part of their culture, and we should not try to change their culture!”

· Yet God does not see it that way, for apart from hearing the message of the Gospel and trusting Christ, people have no hope.

· Only those who worship the one true God and Jesus Christ, whom He sent to proclaim the good news of peace, can know eternal life.

Have you or other leaders in your church considered partnering with your local association or state convention to share the gospel with a group of people?

· You could link up with others to extend a variety of ministries that can open doors to share the good news.

The North American Mission Board provides several opportunities for ministry to other people groups.

· One such avenue can come through disaster relief. 

· Disaster relief volunteers have made significant inroads in areas where previous attempts to evangelize have not succeeded.

· The gospel calls us all together as one family in God’s church.

· There may be a local homeless mission or soup kitchen in your community that could use your help today!

A Fundamental Truth
In February of 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066-the decree that caused approximately 120,000 Japanese-Americans to be interned until World War II was over.  The order came just two months after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, amidst a widespread hysteria about foreigners, particularly those who looked different from the “average” American.  Rumors about “treasonous” Japanese circulated widely.  For example, some were claiming that Japanese farmers were planting their tomato crops in arrow-shaped patches that would direct Japanese bombers toward California armament factories!

After the war, it became obvious that certain U. S. officials had knowingly lied to the American people.  There was no evidence that any of the Japanese-Americans were siding with Japan.  Attorney General Francis Biddle would later say that the internment of the Japanese was “ill-advised, unnecessary, and unnecessarily cruel.”

This statement also describes what happens when Christians allow racial and cultural pride and/or paranoia to affect the way they treat others in the church or withhold the gospel from others in society.  In our text, Peter stated a fundamental principle of the gospel and then acted on it by telling Cornelius and those gathered with him about Christ.

The gospel is the solution to the racial and cultural divisions in the world and in the church.  Has this truth found its place in our hearts?

Prayer:

Lord by Your Spirit grow our love to include those who have not yet been so blessed. 

Use us as instruments to convey Your mercy.

Help each of us to be part of the solution rather than part of the problem.
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