August 7, 2011                                 Love One Another                                              #220                                                                                                                        
1st lesson this month on the topic:  One Anothering   
We have 4 lessons this month about our relationships with each other;

· August 7  “Love One Another”  In a society where love of self dominates, God calls His people to live differently.  Today’s lesson provides a biblical understanding of what real love is, where it comes from, and how true love reveals itself in action.

· August 14 “Forgive One Another” Relationships are restored by forgiveness, which pleases God and bears witness to our relationship with Christ.  This lesson encourages us to live in hope that either our forgiving or receiving forgiveness will restore a relationship that is not healthy.

· August 21 “Don’t Criticize One Another” Many believers quickly find fault with others in the church.  This lesson teaches believers to refrain from judgmental criticism of one another and to relate to others in constructive ways.

· August 28 “Agree With One Another” Disagreements among Christians are unavoidable.  However, we can control how to respond to them.  This lesson shows you by an OT example and NT teaching how to prevent and resolve disagreements.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about the biblical command to love one another.
How this lesson can impact your life: Fulfill Christ’s command to love others as He has loved you.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Christ Commanded Love” John 13: 34-35; Jesus wants us to love one another as He has loved us.  We can see what true love is by looking at Jesus’ life and death.
2. “Actions Demonstrate Love” 1John 3: 10b-12, 16-18; When we love one another, we show that we are Jesus’ disciples, and we reveal God’s love.  Love requires deeds of compassion.
3. “God Enables Love” 1John 4: 7-13, 19; The power to love comes from God’s Spirit.
What is love?

· We use the word “love” in many ways;

· Someone may say, “I love chocolate”

· A girl may say, “I’m in love with my boyfriend”

· A fan may say, “I love my team”

· Today’s lesson will teach and motivate us to love as Christ loves us!

· You say impossible?  How can we?  Today’s lesson will show us.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Christ Commanded Love) John 13: 34-35.  Listen to how Jesus tells us to love as these verses are being read.

34 "I give you a new commandment: love one another. Just as I have loved you, you must also love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

Jesus said to his disciples that He was giving “a new command” to them v34;

· What was “new” about the command to “love one another?”

· The command to love our neighbors as ourselves is as old as Leviticus 19:18.

· So what was “new” about this love command in John 13:34?

· The answer is in Jesus’ words “as I have loved you” v34

· The disciples were to love one another in the way that Jesus loved them.

Before Jesus said, “As I have loved you”;

· He washed His disciples’ feet (v1-17).

· Washing feet was a task for non-Jewish slaves.

· It was as humble a task as any imaginable.

After washing their feet, Jesus told them to follow His example (v14-15);

· How else can we today follow His example?
· We might prepare food for someone.

· Build a wheelchair ramp

· “Mud out” houses after a flood.

· We might sit patiently with and pray for a brother or sister who is struggling.

From what we read before and after John 13: 34-35;

· We see what it means to love as Jesus has loved us.

· If we want to know what true love is and how it acts;

· We are to look at Jesus!

· His humble service and His sacrifice fill the word “love” with the meaning it is to have for each of us.

Christ wants us to love one another within the church;

· Do we sense an objection arising in our hearts?

· We may think that some people in our church are hard to love.

· It’s true that Christians can aggravate, agitate, backbite, and boast.

· When we feel someone is hard for us to love, we need to remember whose feet Jesus washed.

· Jesus washed Judas’ feet, even though He knew the betrayal was coming.

· Peter made boastful claims of loyalty yet failed to follow through.

· Jesus knew Peter would deny Him, but He washed his feet and went to the cross for him!

· When we love those who are difficult to love, we love as Jesus did!

Jesus said our love for one another will be noticed;

· “People will know that you are My disciples” v35

· It is an encouragement that Jesus wants people to know we are His disciples.

· Loving one another through humble, sacrificial service can be a powerful witness to the world.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Actions Demonstrate Love) 1John 3: 10b-12, 16-18.  Listen to how we have come to know love as these verses are being read.

10 Whoever does not do what is right is not of God, especially the one who does not love his brother. 11 For this is the message you have heard from the beginning: we should love one another, 12 unlike Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil, and his brother's were righteous. 16 This is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has this world's goods and sees his brother in need but shuts off his compassion from him—how can God's love reside in him?18 Little children, we must not love in word or speech, but in deed and truth; 

John wrote that “whoever does not do what is right is not of God” v10;

· Jesus taught that good trees produce good fruit and bad trees bad fruit.

· Confessions of faith are inadequate without doing the will of the Father.

· This applies especially in the case of “the one who does not love his brother” v10.

· Love for one another is the first and greatest way that we are to “do what is right.”

This teaching about doing what is right by loving one another is;

· “The message you have heard from the beginning.” V11

· In the beginning, John heard the love command directly from Jesus.

· God has loved us in Christ, and we are to love one another.
As a strong warning, John used Cain as an example of failure to love;

· Cain’s murder of Abel, his own brother, showed that he was “of the evil one” v12

· When Cain seethed with anger sin overtook him.

John went on to explain that Cain committed murder because;

· “His works were evil, and his brother’s were righteous” v12

· Evil tends to lead to further evil.

· Evildoers tend to show animosity toward those doing right.

· The example of Cain is a warning for us not to neglect to love fellow believers.

Is the example of Cain a surprisingly strong one for teaching about relationships within the church?
· Hopefully no one in Ephesus had murdered a fellow church member or was plotting to do so!

· John may have had something other than literal murder in mind here.

· He went on to write that “everyone who hates his brother is a murderer (v15).

· Hatred and angry words cannot only damage a brother for a lifetime;

· They are equally as contrary to love as murder.

In contrast to murder and hatred;

· Jesus “laid down His life for us” v16

· John said “We should also lay down our lives for our brothers” v16

· To have this world’s good and refuse to help a brother in need contradicts God’s love.

What should I do for this fellow believer who is in need?

· We cannot meet every need that we see.

· But the person who disposes of the questions and moves on “closes his eyes” toward the brother in need.

· Inaction, in and of itself, can demonstrate lack of love.

· Whether one is a murderer or simply withholds help in the face of need;

· “How can God’s love reside in him?” v17 

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (God Enables Love) 1John 4: 7-13, 19.  Listen to why we love as these verses are being read.

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent His One and Only Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Dear friends, if God loved us in this way, we also must love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains in us and His love is perfected in us.13 This is how we know that we remain in Him and He in us: He has given to us from His Spirit. 19 We love because He first loved us.

In our discussion of John 13: 34-35;

· We admitted that our fellow believers can make it hard for us to love them.

· We now need to admit something about ourselves.

· It is beyond our personal capacities to love.

· In and of ourselves, we do not have the supply of patience; humility, compassion, and unselfishness that we need to love well.

It is good news that “love is from God” v7;

· God is the source of love.

· And “everyone who loves has been born of God” v7

· God will supply to us the love He commands us to show.

John wrote that God revealed His love in that He sent His One and Only Son into the world v9;

· To grant us life through Him. 

· God set loves standard when He sent His son to be the propitiation for our sins.

· Propitiation:  the sacrifice that appeases God’s wrath against sin and thereby provides for forgiveness.

When we love one another according to the pattern of Christ’s sacrifice;

· God’s love is perfected in us v12.

· That is, God’s love is fulfilled as we express it to others rightly and fully.

· He wants to do more than reveal His love to us.

· He intends to reveal His love through us.

What a huge responsibility we have;

· To reveal in our love for one another the love that God showed in sending His Son as the atoning sacrifice for our sins!

· If we had to do this in our own strength, we would surely fail.

· Thankfully, when we love one another, God remains in us to love through us.

The Iron, Silver, and Golden Rule

Even people who know very little about the Bible can quote the Golden Rule in some form:  “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  This rule stands in contrast to two other rules.  One we may call the Iron Rule.  It is stated as follows:  “Whatever others do to you, do you also to them.”  This is the rule of retribution.  Many live by this rule, but Jesus taught us that we should never try to get even.

The second rule we may call the Silver Rule.  It is a great improvement over the Iron Rule; for it says, “What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others.”  This was the rule of Confucius.  It is a good rule, but it is entirely negative.  It demands only that we refrain from doing wrong, but it requires nothing in terms of positive action.

The Golden Rule, however, stands far above both of these.  It is positive.  It requires far more of us than the Silver Rule, for it goes beyond not doing evil to doing good.  It demands that we go beyond the minimum.  We cannot say, “I am as good as my neighbors.”  We have to be better than they.  We have to be like Christ!

Prayer:
Lord, help us love our brothers and sisters in You.

Help us to love one another even as You and Your Son have expressed your love toward us.
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