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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Experiencing God Triune-ly
1st Week:  “Getting to Know the Father”; This lesson focused on three important questions about the Heavenly Father:  how we are able to know Him, what He is like, and what He desires for us.
2nd Week: “Exalting the Son”; That Christ is our eternal Creator.  He is the Head of the church and our Savior and Lord.
What this lesson is about: This lesson explores the Person of the Holy Spirit and His work in the lives of believers.
How this lesson can impact your life: Grow in assurance that because of the work of the Holy Spirit, you can boldly live in loyalty to God whatever your circumstances and confidently serve Him in ways you might never have imagined.
Our lesson outline today covers 4 topics:

1. “The Spirit is God”; Both the Old Testament and the New Testament affirm the deity of the Holy Spirit.
2. “The Spirit Indwells Believers”; Jesus promised the indwelling Spirit to His followers, and His promise was fulfilled for believers at Pentecost and for all believers since then.
3. “The Spirit Gives Boldness”; God does not leave us to fulfill the Great Commission on our own, for He gives us the Holy Spirit to empower and embolden us to witness to others about Christ.
4. “The Spirit Equips for Service”; The Holy Spirit gives every believer at least one spiritual gift for the mutual benefit of all believers in building up the body of Christ.

The Holy Spirit has been called “the forgotten Person of the Trinity” since in many Christian churches attention to His Person and work is often quite limited or even nonexistent;
· A balance needs to be maintained on this issue

· On the one hand charismatic and Pentecostal churches and individuals emphasize the Spirit-the gift of tongues-to the neglect of the Father and the Son

· But Jesus said that when the Spirit came “He will testify about me” John 15:26

· On the other hand many evangelical churches, perhaps because of the charismatic emphasis, are often guilty of saying very little about the Spirit.

· The Spirit is Deity, as are the Father and the Son

· Thus He is also worthy of worship and praise

· The 4 passages in our lesson today focus on various truths related to the teaching of Scripture about the Holy Spirit and the importance of His work in the lives of believers

The Holy Spirit is the permanent Mentor within every believer;

· We appreciate His many-faceted ministry as we recognize who He is and allow Him to accomplish what He desires in our lives.

As we study today’s lesson, ask yourself;

· By the power of the Holy Spirit, am I willing to boldly live in loyalty to God no matter what and confidently serve Him in ways I might never have imagined?

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (The Spirit is God) Genesis 1:2; Acts 5: 3-4.  Listen to what Peter said to Ananias.

The starting point for studying the Person and work of the Holy Spirit is to demonstrate that the Scriptures speak of Him as God;

· Affirming the deity of the Spirit is critical for understanding everything the Scriptures say about Him

· This lesson begins with two passages that identify the Holy Spirit as God

Describing the Holy Spirit is a challenge.  Symbolic expressions of Him include;

· “A dove” (Luke 3:22)

· “Living water” (John 7: 37-39)

· “Wind” (Acts 2:2)

· “Fire” (Acts 3:3)

God’s creation of the physical world in 6 days includes a reference to the “Spirit of God” on day one (v2);

· The Holy Spirit at that point superintended the creation of the earth by “hovering over the surface of the waters” v2

· Since God created the entire physical world (v1) the Holy Spirit must be God as well because of His participation in the creation event.

This first reference in the Scriptures to the Holy Spirit sets the stage for several other Old Testament references that affirm His deity;

· We find those references in:  Gen. 6:3; Ex. 31:3; Judg. 13:25; Ps. 51:11; Isa. 61:1; Ezek. 36:27

· Each passage prepares us for the more complete understanding of Him as the third Person of the Trinity as revealed in the New Testament.

In Acts 5 the early church experienced its first crisis situation;

· Many had been saved on the day of Pentecost

· More continued to believe in Christ every day

· Many of these new converts decided to stay in Jerusalem to learn from the apostles more about Christ and their new faith

This put a great strain on the church’s resources;

· The solution came from the hearts of God’s people who “were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of his possessions was his own, but instead they held everything in common (Acts 4:32) (not in our verses today)

· The apostles continued to preach the gospel (v33)

· The church continued to grow.

“There was not a needy person among them” (Acts 4:34) (not in our lesson text);

· The believers pooled their resources and gave it to the apostles to distribute as needed.

· Barnabas sold some land and gave the money to the apostles for that same purpose (we studied about Barnabas back in one of our lessons in May)

Sometimes things get ugly when money is involved;

· This happened in the early church

· Ananias also sold some land and gave the proceeds to the apostles, but not all of it

· He kept some of the money from the land for himself.

· There was nothing wrong with keeping some of the money he made on the sale of his own land

· The problem was the pretense of having given it all to the apostles

· Ananias lied about what he had done to help the needy believers.

We are not told specifically how Peter knew what Ananias had done;

· We can assume that in some way the Holy Spirit let him know

· Peter’s response to him was, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the proceeds from the field?” v3

· Although Ananias lied to the apostles and the church about this

· His lie was primarily against the Holy Spirit

· Acts 5:4 equates lying to the Holy Spirit with lying to God

Peter went on to say, “You have not lied to men but to God!” v4;

· The sad conclusion to this episode say Ananias was struck dead immediately (v5-6)

· Shortly thereafter his wife Sapphira was struck dead as well since she conspired in this with her husband (v7-10)

· For our purposes in this lesson it is significant that Peter equated lying to the Holy Spirit with lying to God.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (The Spirit Indwells Believers) John 7: 37-39.  Listen to what Jesus said at the last day of the festival.

In John 7 Jesus went to Jerusalem to attend the Festival of Tabernacles;

· This festival lasted 8 days

· 7 days for the festival proper

· The 8th day was a day of rest/solemn assembly

Two significant traditions developed in ancient Judaism form the backdrop of two statements Jesus made at the time;

· First, large menorahs (or candelabra) were lighted, which set the stage for Jesus’ statement “I am the light of the world” (John 8: 12; 9:5)

· Second, a priest would lead a group of worshipers to the pool of Siloam where he would fill a golden pitcher with water and return with the group to the temple.

· The purpose of this ritual was for all Israelites to thank God for the rain that made it possible for their crops to grow

· The giving of some of these crops to the Lord was part of the celebration involved in this festival.

Jesus chose the last and most important day of the festival to declare an even greater truth about God’s provision of water v37;

· Those who believe in Christ would receive “living water” v37

· Jesus invited everyone who was “thirsty” to “come to Me and drink”

The water imagery is a depiction of faith as the verse clarifies;

· “The one who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, will have streams of living water flow from deep within him.” V38
· Drinking from the water Jesus provides quenches the believer’s spiritual thirst to know God.

· This continued satisfaction of spiritual thirst throughout the believer’s life points to the work of the Holy Spirit

· John explained that Jesus was referring to: “The Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were going to receive.” v39

· This had not happened at the time Jesus spoke since He “had not yet been glorified” v39

That great event was still in the near future and occurred on the day of Pentecost;

· When the eternal Spirit came to permanently indwell God’s people

· Those who had received Jesus by faith as Savior and Lord

· Ever since that day, the Spirit’s indwelling, happening at the moment of conversion, is evidence that the one who believes in Christ belongs to Him

· Without the Spirit there is no spiritual life (Romans 8:9)

· If you have believed in Jesus, the Holy Spirit lives within you

Someone read our 3rd group of scripture verses (The Spirit Gives Boldness) Acts 4: 29-31.  Listen to what happened after they prayed.

Resistance to the preaching of the gospel began early in the life of the church;
· In Acts 4 Peter and John were arrested by the Jewish religious authorities

· They were arrested because they were proclaiming Christ’s resurrection to the people.

· After spending the night in prison they stood before a gathering of these Jewish leaders who questioned them about their healing of the lame man the day before in the temple area (Acts 3: 1-10) (not in our verses today).

· Peter pointed to Jesus as the One who also gave the disciples power to heal.

When Peter and John were finally released, they went to a gathering of believers to report what had happened;

· Verses 24-30 record their prayer to God (not in our verses today)
· Their prayer recognized Him as the Creator of all things

In verse 29 these believers prayed for something specific for themselves;

· They asked God to grant that they may speak His message with complete boldness

What words come to mind when you think of someone being “bold”?

· Courageous-daring-valiant-fearless-confident-brave-heroic

All believers need this boldness and should not hesitate to ask God for it;

· Even Paul sought boldness to continue preaching the gospel

· Paul found himself in difficult and frightening situations on a regular basis

· He knew he needed the Holy Spirit’s power to continue preaching with boldness

· All of us need this boldness also.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (The Spirit Equips for Service) 1 Corinthians 12: 4-7.  Listen to what is the same in these verses.

The church in Corinth presented many challenges for Paul after he founded it on his 2nd missionary journey;

· One problem was the overemphasis on the spiritual gift of tongues

· This caused pride in those who had the gift

· It caused jealousy and resentment in those who did not

· This situation caused the church to neglect the other gifts within the church

Paul knew that for the body of Christ to function in the way that the Head of the church intended;

· A clear understanding of spiritual gifts-both their purpose and origin- was absolutely necessary

Paul referred to them in the order Spirit, Lord (Christ), and God the Father;

· In Romans 12: 3-8 Paul referred to God the Father as the One who bestows spiritual gifts on members of the body of Christ

· In Ephesians 4: 7-11 Christ is the bestower of these gifts

· In 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, having already mentioned the Father’s and the Son’s participation in this, the Spirit is especially designated as the One who imparts gifts to individual believers.

These references demonstrate the essential unity of the three Person of the Trinity;

· A reminder of the unity of the body that the gifts are intended to promote different gifts---same Spirit; different ministries…same Lord; different activities…same God.

Your gift is not for you; it is for others; Paul explained it this way;

· “He personally gave (gifts)…for the training of the saints in the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son” (Eph. 4: 11-13)

· These gifts of the Spirit are divine enabling of individual believers to serve Christ and His people in ways that they would never be able to otherwise.

The Power of Confidence
Several Hollywood personalities have proclaimed boldly their faith in Scientology.  On the other hand, few show-business personalities are known for their faith in Christ.  For many, God simply is not part of their lives.  This fact was indicated clearly in a recent article in the Los Angeles Times Magazine.  One “romantic leading man” said, “I don’t know if I believe in God.”  A well-known character actor said, “I don’t believe in God now.  I can still work up envy for someone who has faith.  I can see how that could be a deeply soothing experience.”

Further, an actress famed for her role in Star Wars said, “I love the idea of God, but it’s not stylistically the way I function.”  Another leading lady puts it this way:  “I like all religions, but only parts of them.”

Does anyone see a common denominator in these statements?  Could it be that when people are idolized by the public, they begin to believe their press notices and thus have no room in their lives for the real God?  Think of how different Peter and John were:  they had seen God at work in Christ and in their lives.  As a result, they had absolute confidence in God’s ability to protect them in the present and to shape their future.  This kind of confidence gives hope!

Prayer:

Father, many are lost and are dead in sin.
Make us bold so that we will proclaim Your Son as the Savior of the world.

May our friends and neighbors know of the power in Jesus’ name to forgive and to save and to give hope.
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