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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Confront Casual Christianity
We have 5 lessons this month on the topic “Confront Casual Christianity.”

· Nov. 1st “Live Your Faith”; confronting casual Christianity by showing that faith equals obedient living.  Saving faith will change how we live our lives.

· Nov. 8th “Celebrate Your Trials”; how to use our faith in times of trial to gain confidence in the outcome.  Reasons to celebrate in the midst of trials.

· Nov. 15th “Treat Everyone Equally”; how to challenge ourselves to overcome prejudice and favoritism, and treat everyone with respect and honor.

· Nov. 22nd “Watch Your Language”; our words can be used for both blessing and cursing.  How to control what we say.

· Nov. 29th “Work on Your Humility”; how to reject pride and value humility.  How broken relationships can be healed through humility.

Many believers do not seem to connect their faith to their everyday lives;

· Their Christianity has little to do with their relationships or their lifestyle choices.

· Through neglect or inadequate understanding, we have not allowed the Lord to control every aspect of our lives.
· Our casual Christianity has become a habit and must be disappointing to God.

· This month’s study in the Book of James will confront our casual approach to Christianity and challenge us to allow God’s Word to transform every aspect of our lives.

Who was James?

· He was one of the half brothers of Jesus (Matt. 13:55).

· He was not James the apostle.

· During Jesus’ ministry, James and Jesus’ other brothers did not believe in Him (John 7:5).

· When Peter left Jerusalem, James became the leader of the church there (Acts 12: 17).
What is “casual Christianity?”

· What evidence of casual Christianity do you see in today’s society?

· In today’s church?

Many Christians do not allow their faith in Christ to impact the way they live;

· They reserve spiritual concerns for Sundays.

· They disconnect the Christian gospel from “real life.”

· Some compromise their faith with worldly practices.

· James will show us that real faith impacts every aspect of our lives.
What today’s lesson is about: The relationship between faith and obedience.  It establishes the basis for confronting casual Christianity.
How today’s lesson can impact your life: Understand that saving faith expresses itself in obedient living, and demonstrate your faith in everyday life.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Receive the Implanted Word”; Let us expose every area of our lives to the influence of God’s Word.  We can spend time in God’s Word to identify and remove those things from our lives that are unacceptable to God.
2. “Do the Word”; We need to consider the effect of our Bible study time on our actions.
3. “Perfect Your Faith”; We are to demonstrate our faith through deeds of loving service to others.
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Receive the Implanted Word) James 1: 19-21.  Listen to what James wants us to understand.
The key point in these verses is to “receive the implanted word”;

· “Implanted word” means it already is planted in all believers’ hearts.

· “Receive” means “to welcome,” to be open to God’s message.

We expect preachers and teachers to prepare to deliver the truth of God’s Word;

· But how well are we generally prepared to receive the truth?

· How often have we come to Sunday school or worship service mentally in neutral gear?

· Have we spent much of the time planning meals or thinking of other things?

· Do we truly listen for the voice of God to speak through His Word to our hearts?
· For God’s truth to make a difference in our lives, we need to prepare to receive it.

So how exactly do we prepare to receive God’s Words?  We need to knock down some barriers;

· Our reluctance to give priority to listen to God.

· James reminds us to “be quick to hear” v19

· We may find ourselves quick to get through reading or hearing it.

· We think we have so much else to do, we need to stop and humbly ask the Lord to help us hear Him.

· Our tendency to speak before we really know what we are talking about.

· We are to be “slow to speak.” v19
· Our tendency sometimes to argue with a biblical truth when it cuts across the grain.

· We would be wise to say “I need to think about this teaching, to pray for further understanding, and then do what God wants me to do.

· Anger.

· Anger can motivate us to help people who are being abused or treated unjustly.

· It also can be misused to lead us to vengeful thoughts and actions against those who offend us.

· Anger can lead us to resist the Bible’s call to forgive one another, to love our enemies.

· Moral filth and evil excess.

· “Moral filth” can indicate sexual immorality, but it not limited to that alone.

· “Evil access” is a way of indicating extreme evil.

· Evil describes the desire to see others hurt.

· It often refers to inner sins, motives, or attitudes no one else sees.

· Pride.

· We are supposed to humbly welcome God’s Word.

· We are prone to think we know what is right and best for us.

· We find ourselves making major decisions and plans without prayerfully seeking what God wants us to do.

How do we remove these barriers to receive God’s words into our hearts and lives?

· We need to be cleansed from our sins.

· To do that we need to be honest with ourselves and with God.
· God is faithful to honor His promise and to make us clean in His sight (1 John 1:9).

When barriers are removed, we are ready to “humbly receive the implanted word.”

· Humbly means hearing His message with an open mind.

· A teachable spirit

· A willingness to obey.

· We are not to argue with it, resent it, resist it, or reject it.

· We are to receive the Word with a readiness to obey.

Listen to these “barriers” and see if you need God’s help in removing any of them;

· I rush through the Scripture rather than taking time to listen to what God has to say to me.

· I am quick to plan what I am going to say before I have a clear understanding.

· I leave out lesson parts that convict me personally or are hard for me to accept.

· I have a sin in my life that blocks me from fully hearing God speak.

· I have pride in my life that prevents me from humbly receiving the message of the Word.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Do the Word) James 1: 22-25.

Listen to what we are suppose to do with the Word of God.

We are to “be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving” ourselves;

· Receiving the Word means welcoming it not only into our hearts and minds, but also to practice it.

· We deceive ourselves when we tell ourselves we will begin to obey soon.

· We might point to others who fall far shorter than we do.

Those who look in a mirror obviously see what they look like;

· They can see whether they have egg on their face or their hair need combing.

· By looking it reveals whether they need to do something.

· They walk away, forgetting to do anything about what they saw.

· We are “hearers only” when we see what adjustments the Word reveals, but do nothing about what God’s Word shows us.

Those of us who are “doers” of the Word “will be blessed in what they do” v25;

· Fulfilling God’s purpose always brings His blessings.

· We each need to determine what changes in attitudes and actions the Scriptures tell us to make.

· We are to rely on God’s help as we make those changes.

· When we put them into practice, we please God, live fruitful lives, and enjoy personal fulfillment.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Perfect Your Faith) James 2: 14, 18-26.

Listen to what faith with works is.

James 2: 14-26 is the most important passage in the letter.  Verse 14 introduces the subject;
· James was writing to Jewish believers.

· These believers were not producing good works.

· With their mouths they claimed to have faith.

· But their actions called into question their profession of faith.

At first glance, verse 18 seems to contradict Romans 3:38 “man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.”

· The teachings of James and Paul are not at odds.

· It is true that our good deeds can never earn salvation.

· However, true faith always results in a changed life and good deeds.

· Paul speaks against those who try to be saved by deeds instead of true faith.

· Even demons know who Jesus is, but they don’t obey Him. (v19)
· True faith involves a commitment of your whole self to God.

James says that Abraham was “considered righteous” for what he did;

· Paul says he was justified because he believed God (Romans 4: 1-5)

· James and Paul are not contradicting but complementing each other.

· We should not conclude that the truth is a blending of these two statements.

· We are not justified by what we do in any way.

· True faith always results in deeds, but the deeds do not justify us.

· Faith brings us salvation; active obedience demonstrates that our faith is genuine.

Rahab was a prostitute and lived in Jericho v25;

· A city the Israelites conquered as they entered the Promised Land (Joshua 2).

· When Israel’s spies came to the city Rahab hid them and helped them escape.

· She demonstrated faith in God’s purpose for Israel.

· Doing this she and her family were saved when the city was destroyed.

· She was considered one of the pioneers of the faith.

In verse 26 James repeated his main point;

· That “faith without works is dead.”

· He compared “faith without works” to a “body without the spirit.”

· James was showing that a living faith shows its life by its deeds.
Take a moment and reflect on the impact your faith has made and is making in your life;

· Are you growing in your faith?

· If so, how is that reflected in your daily living?

· Your relationship with others?

· Are you ready to renew your commitment to living out your faith in the Lord Jesus?

Today’s lesson was about living the Christian life by hearing the Word, doing the Word, and showing faith by our works;

· God’s Word implanted in us leads to faith that is deeper than mere belief in God’s existence.

· Christians should be quick to hear God’s Word, and put into practice what His Word says.

· We must be hearers, but not hearers only.

· We need to be doers.

· We need to show our faith by our works.

Needed:  An External Reference Point

Jerry Dragoo is a biology professor at the University of New Mexico.  He dresses in traditional “western” style-cowboy boots, jeans, and a belt with a big, fancy buckle.  But instead of the usual silver and turquoise inlays, the buckle features a skunk standing on its front legs, ready to defend itself as only a skunk can do!

Skunks are Dragoo’s academic specialty.  They are in his lab, his backyard, and there are even three in his home-none of which has been “fixed.”  He says, “My wife has a problem with that.”  On his first assignment as a student studying skunks, Dragoo got sprayed.”  When he couldn’t smell anything, he wondered why people spoke so disparagingly of skunks.  But back at school, he was kicked out of the building.  Since then he has often been ejected from meetings, evicted from his residence, and generally avoided in public, all because he has almost no sense of smell.  His work is significant, but it hasn’t made people like to be around him!

We all need an external reference point-someone or something that can give us an unbiased evaluation of how we look and act (and smell!).  For our actions and thoughts, the Word of God provides that point of reference.  However it is of practical value only if we pay attention to what it says about our lives.

Prayer:

Lord, help us be a doer of Your word, not a hearer only.
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