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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For The Christian Life
1st Week: “Why The Christian Life Is Better”; Life is better when lived in relationship with Jesus because He gives us His presence, peace, and purpose.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about living life in light of eternal values.
How this lesson can impact your life: Make the case that greed for what is temporary will cause people to miss what is truly important.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “What Life is Not”; There are two basic ways we can choose to live our lives; from an earthly perspective or from an eternal perspective.
2. “A Lose-Lose Situation”; An unhealthy focus on and desire for things of this world leads to greed that greatly damages our lives.
3. “A Win-Win Situation”; Living with both eyes toward heaven helps us correctly prioritize the activities of our lives.  A life mindful of eternity seeks to honor and worship Christ in all actions.
In our world today, most people live their lives to accumulate “more stuff”;

· Houses-bank accounts- cars- boats- RVs-jewelry-clothes-the list goes on… 

If we watch TV we find in most commercials that;

· We just can’t live without buying their product(s).

· We “deserve” to spend our money for these “luxuries” of life.

· We have “earned” them!  Buying them will make us happier, more fulfilled, more comfortable.
· They show us how we can “get ahead” of our friends and neighbors by investing or buying their merchandise.
· The overlying theme of their message is usually “greed.”

If we look at the economic recession our country is experiencing;

· It clearly shows why we cannot put our faith in the “things of the world.”

· The world endures corruption and decay that originated with the fall of man.

· We cannot put our trust here.

Rather, God wants us to place our trust completely in Him and His kingdom;

· Instead of trying to get ahead in the world;

· We must commit ourselves to living “Life in Light of Eternity.”

Today’s lesson will make the case for the Christian life by;

· Comparing life focused on this world with life focused on eternity.

· We will find that God clearly teaches us what to focus on.

· When we do, we will experience far greater peace and joy than anything this world can provide.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (What Life Is Not) Luke 12: 13-15.

Listen to what Jesus tells us to be on guard for as these verses are read.

We find Jesus in the midst of His public ministry;

· Everywhere Jesus went crowds gathered.
· “Someone from the crowd” requested that Jesus tell the man’s “brother to divide the inheritance” v13.

· This man in the crowd wanted Jesus to help him get money out of his brother.
This request prompted Jesus to respond with a question in v14;

· “Friend…who appointed Me a judge or arbitrator (a divider KJV) over you?”
· Jesus doesn’t want us to be overly concerned with our worldly possessions.

· Rather, He wants us to live life constantly reflecting on His kingdom.

Jesus followed this question with a warning to the crowd in v15;

· He told them to “watch out and be on guard against all greed (covetousness KJV)”
· This is a two-step process:

· 1st, We must watch out (be aware) that greediness takes place all around us.

· 2nd, We are told to be on guard.  We are to actively seek to prevent greed from creeping into our lives. 

What exactly is “greed?”

· The unquenchable desire or lust for more and more worldly possessions.

· True greed becomes an all-consuming lifestyle.

· Greedy people are always focused solely on accumulating “More things/stuff.”

Jesus gives us a warning against greed in v15;

· He clearly stated that “One’s life is not in the abundance of his possessions.”
· Things and stuff should not be the motivating factors in our lives.

· Rather, let our primary motive be to worship and obey our Lord and Savior.

· Only then will we ever experience life truly worth living.

God’s Word provides us with other examples of greed;

· Proverbs 15:27; “A greedy man brings trouble to his family, but he who hates bribes will live.”
· Matthew 16:26; “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?”
· 1Timothy 6:10; For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”
Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (A Lose-Lose Situation) Luke 12: 16-21.

Listen to what God said to the rich farmer as these verses are read.

After Jesus issued His stern warning about greed;
· “He told the crowd a parable” v16

· This parable centered about a rich farmer.

· This man had accumulated a great deal of wealth and possessions.

· His land was very productive.

The vast production of the rich man’s land prompted a dilemma;

· What to do with the excess produce since he had no place to store it.

· His solution was simple.

· He elected to “tear down” his “barns and build bigger ones” v18.
· The larger barns would allow him to store all his grain and goods.

Notice that Jesus tells us the rich man’s reason for hoarding his produce;

· So that the rich man could “take it easy; eat, drink, and enjoy” himself v17.

· It is one thing to prepare to provide for your family and livelihood when you are past the days of working.

· It is another to intentionally hoard your money/resources with the intent of doing nothing but selfishly spending it all on yourself before you die.

· The rich man wanted to take it easy, relax, and waste his days away.

We notice that God said to this rich farmer, “You fool!” v20;

· Clearly God disapproved of the man’s actions.

· Being called foolish by God can never be a good thing!

God further explained His reasoning for calling the rich farmer a fool;

· He said, “This very night your life is demanded of you”  v20

· In other words, we could die at any point in our lives.

· We are not guaranteed tomorrow.

· Each day could be our last.

· What is the point of striving so hard for the things of the world if at any moment our lives could be over?

In verse 21, God asked the rich farmer who would receive his stored possessions when his life was over;

· He could not take his possessions with him;

· So all the time and energy devoted to their accumulation was completed wasted.

Today, a life focused on the world must be considered a “lose-lose” proposition;

· In living a life focused on “worldly things”;

· The person loses both their physical life and all the “stuff” they worked so hard to accumulate.

· Clearly, this can’t be the best way to live.

Jesus concluded this parable with a powerful statement in verse 21;

· “That’s how it is with the one who stores up treasures for himself and is not rich toward God.”

· One must choose to live in light of the temporal world;

· Or in the light of the everlasting kingdom of God.

· Those who live “for the world” lose both their lives and their wealth in the end.

Two men were talking in the funeral home;

· They were talking about their friend who had just died.

· One man asked the other, “How much do you think old Harry left?”

· The other man replied, “He left it all!”

· All of us need to store up “heavenly treasures” not “worldly possessions.”

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (A Win-Win Situation) Philippians 1: 21-26.  Listen to what Paul tells the church in Philippi as these verses are read.

For Paul, the entire purpose of his life was to live for Christ;

· “For me, living is Christ and dying is gain” v21

· He knew that the only reason he was alive was because God created and sustained him.

· For that reason he had no interest in anything that did not bring glory to his Creator.

Paul’s steadfast commitment to living for Christ prompted a concern;

· He didn’t know if he should wish to remain living or wish for death.

· On one hand, he would have been able “to depart and be with Christ” v23

· To Paul, being in the presence of Christ “is far better” than anything else imaginable.

On the other hand, for Paul “to remain in the flesh” v24

· Would have been better for the early churches he led.

· He was a great leader.

· His wisdom and leadership was invaluable.

· Paul realized it was better to “remain and continue” his ministry with the people of God v25.

This was Paul’s mission on earth;

· He wanted other people’s “confidence to grow in Christ Jesus” because of the way he lived v26.
· Nothing else mattered to him.
· He didn’t care about money or anything else in the world.

· He cared only about bringing others into a new and/or stronger relationship with Christ.

Reflect on your own life for a second;

· How does your life reflect that “living is Christ?”

· To what degree is your reason for waking up in the morning?

· To help others grow in their relationship with Christ Jesus?

· Why is it so hard to think in these terms?

If we had more believers who were as passionate as Paul was for;

· Living with an eternal perspective.

· We would not be living in a radically different world.

· Unfortunately, too many people, both believers and unbelievers, are “caught up” in the “things of the world.”

By examining the life of Paul;

· We find that living in light of eternity promotes a “win-win” scenario.

· 1st we win by serving the Creator of the world and developing a stronger relationship with Him.

· 2nd once the only life worth living comes to a close, things immediately get better.

· As soon as the believer dies, he/she is ushered into the presence of Christ!

· Nothing can possibly be better than that!

Today’s lesson boils down to a single decision that every person has to make;

· Are you going to live for the “here and now?”

· Or are you going to live “life in light of eternity?”

· By examining both Jesus’ parable and Paul’s life;

· We can clearly see the preferable answer.

Use Your Head

A minister once told of discussing with his leaders his need for life insurance.  One of the men objected.  He said that a minister should not worry about such things.  He claimed that the minister’s concern demonstrated a lack of faith.  “Don’t you believe that God will take care of you?”  he asked.  The minister wisely replied, “I believe God already took care of me when he put a head on my shoulders.”
To use Jesus words in Luke 12:15 as an excuse not to plan for the future is to misunderstand Him completely.  There is no sin in life insurance.  There is no sin in saving.  The problem with this rich farmer was that when he thought he was prepared for the future, he was thinking only of his short-term future.  He completely ignored his long-term future.

While it is commendable to plan for our future on this earth, we ought to be all the more concerned that we prepare for our ultimate future in eternity.  We are not fools when we look ahead.  But we are certainly as foolish as the man in our lesson if we prepare only for the body and make no preparation for the soul.

Therefore, when you use your head to plan for your retirement, which you may live long enough to experience, also use your head to prepare for the one thing that we all will certainly experience:  eternity.

Prayer:

Lord help us to be faithful servants and wise stewards of all the blessings You have given to each of us.
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