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4th lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For The Christian Life
1st Week: “Why The Christian Life Is Better”; Life is better when lived in relationship with Jesus because He gives us His presence, peace, and purpose.
2nd Week:  “Life In Light Of Eternity”; Living life in light of eternal values; what life is not; we discussed “lose-lose” and “win-win” situations.
3rd Week:  “Life Together”; It is vital for believers to connect to a church.  We studied the role church should play in the lives of all believers.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about Christians’ responsibility to share the gospel with all people.
How this lesson can impact your life: Recognize that all people need to know Christ and determine to share Him with others.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Are You Convinced of the Gospel’s Power?”; We have an obligation to proclaim the gospel of Christ.  The gospel contains great power given by God.
2. “Should You Be Concerned About the Lost?”; God greatly cares about the lost.  Our love for God and others should motivate our concern for the lost.
3. “What Are You Doing About It?”; As we seek to imitate Paul, we must be willing to share the gospel with the world.  Ultimately, the Christian life is better for one reason:  we alone have the truth of the gospel of Christ.
Remember the movie “A Christmas Carol?”

· The main character in the movie was Scrooge.

· He was a miser.

· He could not possess enough money.

· He was self-centered and indifferent to everyone.

· The thought of sharing something he had never entered his mind.

Let’s take a moment and think about how good we are at sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ;

· Are some of us misers?

· Are we clutching salvation to our hearts and doing little or nothing to help others know how they, too, can receive it?

· Have we discarded Christ’s call to each of us to share the gospel with everyone in the world?

We learned last month that the Bible teaches that Jesus is the one and only way to God;

· If we truly believe that, we should all be out there sharing this truth with others.

· There are plenty of people sharing false claims about God.

· So why aren’t we, the ones who know the real truth, out there sharing our faith more often?

This is the question we will take up in today’s lesson;

· By taking a look at Paul’s teaching in the Book of Romans;

· We will clearly see that believers have both the right and the obligation to share Christ with all people.

This Sunday begins the International Missions Board’s week of prayer for international missions;

· Please pray for and contribute to the Lottie Moon Christmas offering.

· This offering funds a significant part of that mission’s work.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Are You Convinced of the Gospel’s Power?)  Romans 1: 14-17.  Listen to why Paul was not ashamed of the gospel as these verses are read.
Immediately we find that Paul said, “I am obligated (debtor KJV) v14.

· Before we figure out what Paul was “obligated” to;

· We need to make sure we understand the word “obligation.”
Obligation means….

· We are highly encouraged, or even required, to perform some specific act by someone in a position of authority.

· True obligation has 3 parts;

· The mandate.

· The scope.

· And the authority.

Let’s examine these parts in reverse order;

· 1st we understand that the authority is Jesus.

· Paul identified himself as one under the authority of Jesus, “a slave of Christ Jesus” v1.

· 2nd we find the scope of the obligation.

· The scope determines who is affected by the obligation.

· We find that the scope of Paul’s obligation extends “both to Greeks and barbarians, both to the wise and the foolish (unwise KJV) v14.

· The phase included the whole of human population.

· 3rd God’s mandate to Paul required him “to preach the gospel (good news) v15.

· This good news is the death and resurrection of Christ as atonement for man’s sin.

· The good news God called Paul (and all of us) to preach is nothing other than the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Paul fulfilled this obligation to him from God;

· He proclaimed his eagerness to present the gospel and said he was “not ashamed of the gospel” v16

The gospel message that Paul (as should we) presented included;

· Christ’s death for our sins.

· His actual burial.

· His raising from the grave on the third day.

· His physical appearances to believers before returning to His throne in heaven.

· We (like Paul) need to tell the truth of Christ’s work here on earth so that others may gain everlasting life.

Paul boldly proclaimed the gospel because;

· “It is God’s power for salvation to everyone who believes” v16

· The gospel is the only message that contains this type of power.

· It is the only message that tells the true story of atonement.

· It is the only message in which “God’s righteousness is revealed” v17

· And it is the only message that delivers to us fallen and wicked humans the ability to enjoy everlasting life.

· It is clearly a powerful message!

We can conclude a few things about the apostle Paul and his love for the gospel;

· We know that Paul had an obligation from God to preach the gospel.

· We know that Paul was not ashamed of this obligation or the gospel message.

· We know that Paul understood that the message of the gospel contained great power.

· Keep these three truths in mind as we continue to examine Paul’s teaching on the gospel of Christ.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Should You Be Concerned About The Lost?) Romans 9: 1-3; 10: 1.  Listen to what Paul prayed to God for as these verses are read.

Our next passage opens with Paul claiming to “speak the truth” v1;

· This statement reinforces the importance of the message he delivered.

· The discussion about the gospel is not Paul’s opinion.

· Rather, it is “truth” v1
· To make the claim even stronger, it is truth spoken “in Christ” v1.

Paul wanted to show that;

· The gospel message did not originate in him.

· And cannot be trusted merely on his authority.

· The gospel contains power, can be trusted, and provided a means of salvation only because it is true “in Christ.”

With the truth of the gospel firmly established;

· Paul dived into his passion for the gospel.

· Because of the power of the gospel at work in his life.

· He experienced “intense sorrow and continual anguish in his heart” v2.

· Because he observed the disbelief and rejection on the part of the Jews.

Paul knew that many of them would not accept the truth of the gospel;

· This caused him sorrow and anguish.

· Have you ever felt physical sorrow because you knew someone who had yet to receive the gospel of Christ?

Paul’s final words in this section should come as no surprise to us;

· Paul declared that his “heart’s desire and prayer to God concerning them is for their salvation” v1.

· The truth of the gospel radically changed his life.

· He realized that this message is for all people.

Paul’s love for God created in him a great love for others;

· And this love for others caused concern for the spread of the gospel message.
· Each and every person on earth is created in God’s image.

· Yet many of these people die every day without being told this truth.

Paul understood the importance of the task at hand;

· What about us?

· Do we understand the importance of the gospel?

· Do we understand why it must be shared with the lost?

· If so, what are you doing about it?

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (What Are You Doing About It?) Romans 10:14-15; 15: 17-20.  Listen to the questions Paul asks as these verses are being read.

We finish up this last section by looking at several questions in verses 14-15;

· Paul answered these questions with questions of his own.

· These questions are rhetorical questions (no answer expected).

· Through these questions we learn what we should be doing with regard to the gospel.

· We are to go out and join Paul in his obligation to the gospel of Christ.

· We must commit to taking this powerful message out to those who haven’t heard it.

· Paul desired that others follow in his footsteps.

· He wanted all believers to boldly proclaim the truths of the gospel.

His commitment to the gospel gave Paul;

· “Reason to boast in Christ Jesus regarding what pertains to God” v17.

· We can proudly and with confidence tell others about the amazing gift of salvation provided by the work of Christ.

Paul’s commitment to the gospel brought in specific results;

· Christ, through Paul, made many new believers “obedient by word and deed” v18.
· Through “the power of God’s Spirit,” Paul was able to fully proclaim “the good news about the Messiah” v19.

· Through God, Paul was able to carry the truth and power of the gospel over much of the known world.

His aim was “to evangelize where Christ has not been named” v20;

· Paul wanted others to know and love the gospel in the same way he did.

· He wanted them to embrace the truth of the Messiah.

· To thrust Him as Lord and Savior.

· He boldly wanted to love God and love others by fulfilling his obligation to proclaim the gospel.

Let’s look back at Paul’s teaching on the gospel;

· He had an obligation to proclaim the gospel.

· He loved others and desired all to hear the gospel.

· He went out and evangelized both at home and abroad.

· Following his lead, we can conclude that we ought to be actively involved in all aspects of sharing the gospel.

Let’s close our lesson with two questions;

· Why do you think the Christian life is better?

· How are you communicating this truth to others?

Never Out of Debt

Most of us carry some debt, whether for a house, car, or other products.  Eventually, we will be able to pay it off.  But none will personally experience the kind of debt the Motorola Corporation incurred with their sixty-six Iridium communications satellites.  The system was intended to provide worldwide wireless phone service.  Instead, it put Motorola into bankruptcy, with debts of $4.4 billion-a debt the company could not pay.

Iridium was at the leading edge of technology when the system was conceived, but it took ten years to get the satellites into orbit.  In that time improvements in ordinary cellular phones had advanced so far that the Iridium system was obsolete.  So in March, 2000, the bankruptcy court gave the company permission to stop service and to let the satellites burn up in the earth’s atmosphere.

Paul’s debt was also great-greater, perhaps, because it was a spiritual debt.  The former persecutor of the church now knew the Savior and felt compelled to try to repay his unpayable debt by telling everyone he could about the grace of God in Christ.  It’s a debt that every Christian owes, and we should be ready, as Paul was, to serve Christ in whatever way we are called to do so.

It’s a debt we never can fully repay.

Prayer:

Father, we thank You for offering to us the forgiveness of sins and hope for eternal life through Your Son, Jesus Christ.

May we acknowledge our debt to You by seeking to serve You wherever You may call us.
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