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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For The Christian Life
1st Week: “Why The Christian Life Is Better”; Life is better when lived in relationship with Jesus because He gives us His presence, peace, and purpose.
2nd Week:  “Life In Light Of Eternity”; Living life in light of eternal values; what life is not; we discussed “lose-lose” and “win-win” situations.
What this lesson is about: This lesson explains why it is vital for believers to connect to a church.
How this lesson can impact your life: Understand and explain to others the role church should play in the lives of all believers.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Identify with the Church”; God desires that all of His children be baptized into a local church.  The church enables and encourages genuine fellowship to take place.
2. “Experience the Church”; A proper understanding of the purpose of the church helps believers fulfill the greatest commandments.
3. “Commit to the Church”; After committing to a church ourselves, we are to encourage others to make a similar commitment as well.
In most churches today you usually have two groups of people;

· One group is called the “Yeah!” group.

· The other group is called the “Yeah, but…” group.

Let’s take a minute and look at the “Yeah” group in our churches;

· These are people that love the church.

· They experience love and genuine fellowship through the body of believers.

· They know the church enables and embraces a fellowship with others and God that cannot be replicated.
· They understand that God created the church as a means for growing closer to Him.

· If you ask anyone in this group if all Christians should be involved in a church, they will always respond with a hearty “Yeah!”

Now let’s look at the “Yeah, but…” group;

· Most in this group possibly experienced personal pain or knew someone who was harmed by the actions of a particular church.

· Perhaps they have been in a church that taught things that didn’t agree with the Bible, but for whatever reason, chose not to leave.

· They may know that the actions of certain church leaders don’t match up with what they say on Sunday mornings.

· There are many who, for whatever reason, do not trust the church.

· When asked if all Christians should be involved in the church, they usually reply, “Yeah, I know that I should be more involved, but the last time I got involved I was hurt.”

One thing all of us will agree on is that no church is perfect!

· If you (or I) were to join it, it would no longer be perfect!

· Churchgoers are going to make mistakes.

· Churches have hurt many well-intentioned people.

· But in spite of these shortcomings;

· The church is vital to our spiritual growth.

Today’s lesson may not get those individuals to respond with a definite “Yeah!”

· But perhaps we can lead them to the place of at least admitting “Yeah.”

· If we can get them to just do that, then we have successfully shown them the importance of “living life together,” the topic of our lesson today.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Identify with the Church) Acts 2: 41-42.

Listen to the response to Peter’s sermon as these verses are read.

The Book of Acts tells us the story of the early church;

· In Acts 1 we find the promise of the Holy Spirit (v4-8).

· The ascension of Jesus into heaven (v9-11).

· And the number of believers to be “about 120” v15

· The Spirit descended on the gathered believers.

· Peter stood up among a large crowd and began to preach the gospel of Christ (2:1-40).

· It is here, at the conclusion of Peter’s message, that our lesson text begins.

Peter’s proclamation of the gospel had a great impact on the people;

· “About 3,000 people were added to them” v41.

· Before Peter’s message, there were 120 believers.

· That number grew by another 3,000!

· That’s a 2500 percent increase!

· What if our church had a 2500 percent increase in one day?

· These 3,000 didn’t just “walk the aisle,” never to be heard from again;

· They received and accepted the gospel message and lived it in their lives.

How do we know these people became genuine, passionate believers?

· Verse 41 tells us that those who accepted Peter’s message were baptized.

· These 3,000 became committed believers because “they devoted themselves” to the church v42.

Verse 42 lists four specific things the new believers devoted themselves to;

· 1st; They were devoted to the apostles’ teaching.

· 2nd; They found devotion to fellowship important.

· Fellowship means close and intimate relationships.

· These people knew each other very well.

· They knew how to help each other.

· They enjoyed every minute they had to spend together.

· 3rd; The devotion of these believers led “to the breaking of bread.”
· Taking of the Lord’s Supper serves as a great reminder of the incredible suffering Jesus did on our behalf.

· It reminds us why our salvation is even possible.

· The taking of it testifies to our connection with the church.

· 4th; The new converts were devoted to prayers.

· Can we pray alone?

· Absolutely, and we should.

· But there is incredible power in church-wide prayer.

· Being committed to a local church body allows us to pray for others and be prayed for by others.

Today, members in a lot of churches are;

· Indifferent.

· They don’t care what the church is doing.

· They never serve in any capacity.

· They attend usually if it’s “convenient” to them.

· It’s not a top priority in their lives.

A healthy church attracts people to Christ;

· The early Jerusalem church’s interest for worship and brotherly love was contagious.

· A healthy, loving church will grow in numbers.
· Healthy churches are full of “encouragers.”

· What are you doing to make our church the kind of place that will attract others to Christ?

· Are you a “complainer” or “encourager?”

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Experience the Church) Acts 2: 43-47.

Listen to what the body of believers did as these verses are being read.

As the new believers began to join the early church;

· We find that “fear came over everyone” v43

· It was a healthy fear, a reverent fear of God.

· This fear arose as “many wonders and signs were being performed through the apostles” v43.

· These actions demonstrated God’s hand in the organization of the church.

“All the believers were together and had everything in common” v44;

· They “sold their possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to all” v45.

· They took Jesus’ command to love others to heart!

· These believers gave up their possessions voluntarily.

· They voluntarily chose to help out each other because they were joined by their love for God.

We see that not all property was common to all;

· These people still had private property.

· We find that the early church “broke bread from house to house” v46.

· Church members still owned their houses.

· But they made them open to other believers.

What exactly are these verses teaching us?

· They demonstrate the early church’s commitment to Jesus’ commandment.

· The early church made sure that every member’s physical needs were being met.

· They saw each other as a close family.

· Bonded together by a saving relationship with Christ.

Another important lesson we can learn from the early church is diligence;

· “Every day” these people “devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple complex” v46.

· We may not go to church every single day;

· But we should commit ourselves to regular attendance.

· We should find ways to invest in relationships with fellow church members on a regular basis.

By the way the early church was functioning;
· They were witnessing to God’s presence.

· And “every day the Lord added to them those who were being saved” v47.

· The early church was a growing church.

They sought to honor the Lord;

· They first had a reverent “fear” for God that guided them in their daily living.

· Next, they made loving other believers as themselves a priority for their fellowship.

· They followed Jesus great commandment to a “T.”

· And God honored them for that by blessing them with new members every day.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Commit to the Church) Hebrews 10: 23-25.  Listen to why we need to be concerned about each other as these verses are read.

Our first two sections of this lesson showed us a glimpse of the origins of the early church;

· We learned some of the “ins and outs” of the church’s beginning.

· They showed us ways to increase our devotion to our own church.

· This last section will show us as we follow Christ we are to;

· Identify ourselves with and experience the church.

· And we must commit to it as well.

The first thing we are to do in this passage is to;
· “Hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering” v23

· This means we are to continue in our love for God with our whole beings because of hope.

· “Hope without wavering” will lead us to commit to loving the Lord our God with all our beings; heart, soul, mind, and strength.

We (the church) ought to “be concerned about one another” v24;

· Our concern helps “to promote love and good works.”

· Being an active member of our church is to help others in the church;

· Spiritually-physically-and emotionally.

· We cannot stay “away from our meetings (assemblies KJV) as some habitually do” v25.

· We must be committed and involved in the church.

The meetings (assemblies) referred to here do not mean that we should meet just for the sake of meeting;

· When the church congregates, we ought to participate as often as possible.

· Our continued attendance should help us in our quest to honor Jesus’ commandments to love God and others.

· We should encourage each other to meet regularly as well.

· When I was growing up I fondly remember everyone (all in the church) being at church every time we had a service.

· Sadly today, we have a lot of church members that are only members “one hour” each week if even that often.
How long are we suppose to fellowship and meet (assemble) like this?

· “All the more as we see the day drawing near” v25.
· The day referred to is the day of Christ’s return.

· We are to commit to the church and encourage others to commit to the church until Jesus returns.


What are we suppose to do as an active member of our church?

· We should be involved in the life of our church.

· Each one of us should express God’s love through care for fellow believers as well as the lost.

· We should be committed to the church’s plans for evangelism, discipleship, fellowship, ministry, and worship.

Enthusiastic Fellowship
“Mr. and Mrs. Smith” were a Christian couple who had been active members for several years in an old, declining church.  This church had lost its vision.  It was content to keep doing what it had always done until it died.  Mrs. Smith herself had been plagued for years with health problems that robbed her of her vitality and crushed her formerly lively spirit.

Then the Smiths moved to a new community.  There they found fellowship in a congregation with a willingness to try new ways to reach the lost.  This church had a program of enthusiastic, missionary outreach and an abundance of small-group Bible studies.  Other fellowship groups opened their homes for meals together.  The congregation swept up the Smiths into its open arms.

A strange thing began to happen:  Mrs. Smith’s health problems got no better, but her spirits began to lift.  As the vitality of the new congregation found its way into her life, the clinical depression she had fought for years no longer held her in its death grip.  Although she felt no better physically, she got involved in a way she had not been for many years.  Enthusiastic concern of others for her as well as her newfound opportunities for service changed her life.

Timeless principles that made the Jerusalem church so alive still work.  When God’s people respond to the gospel with enthusiasm, He works to change lives (and churches).

Prayer:

Lord thank you for the church founded by Your Son.

Please keep our hearts filled with love for one another.

Bind us together in a spirit of great unity.

Melt away those sinful attitudes that often tear us apart.

May Your church today be a powerful witness of Your love and mercy and grace.
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