June 14, 2009                              Know That You Know God                                    #108                                                                                                                            
2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Beyond Doubt
1st Week:  “Purposefully Connected”; Genuine fellowship with God and others must be undergirded by a proper understanding of Jesus’ nature.  God provided the means for us to enjoy fellowship through the sacrifice of His Son for our sins.
What this lesson is about: Keeping Christ’s commandments, loving one another, and avoiding worldly influences are actions by which Christians can be certain they know God.
How this lesson can impact your life: Examine your life for evidences of knowing God, and become truer to the Christian actions of living obediently, loving others, and avoiding worldly influences.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Do You Obey Christ?”; A consistent obedience to God’s commandments is necessary to possess assurance of one’s relationship with Him.  Although perfect obedience is not possible due to our human nature, our goal should nevertheless be to strive for it.
2. “Do You Love Others?”; Our assurance of salvation is directly related to our habitual lifestyle of loving others.
3. “Do You Avoid Worldly Influences?”; A genuine Christ-follower cannot love both the sinful world and the holy God-the genuineness of our relationship with God is displayed by which we choose.
Over 200 years ago Ben Franklin said, “Certainty?  In this world nothing is certain but death and taxes.”
· Live long enough and we will find Franklin’s opinion very often appears to be true

Think of the uncertainties of life;

· Financially, the stock market may dramatically increase one day only to fall the next

· One half of marriages end in divorce

· Relationships come and go like the rising and setting of the sun

Today there is a lack of certainty many Christians feel regarding their relationship with God;

· It could be due to errant biblical teaching

· Their personal lifestyles or circumstances

John addressed this issue in our lesson today;

· He wanted his readers to realize they could know beyond any shadow of a doubt that their relationship with God was secure

· He described actions that should characterize followers of Jesus

· Today’s lesson stresses that followers of Christ do more than talk the talk, they walk the walk

The Book of 1 John provides tests whereby believers may be sure they know God;
· These tests include the test of obedience

· The test of love

· The test of doctrine

· This week we will focus on the tests of obedience and love

· Next week, we will focus on the test of doctrine.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Do You Obey Christ?) 1 John 2: 3-6.

Listen to how we are sure that we have come to know Christ (v3)

Suppose private investigators were trying to prove one's relationship to someone else, what is the most convincing evidence – what would the surveillance tapes show?

· we spend time with them

· we talk to them, communicate with letters

· we bring them gifts, they give gifts to us

· we do things to please them

· we talk about them to others
What does this passage say about someone who truly knows God?

· obey His commands v3

· God's love made complete in him

· walk as Jesus did  (this is where the WWJD concept is derived)

· we imitate Him

What do you think John meant by the phrase, "the truth is not in him"? (v4)
· he is fooling himself

· he makes claims that are false

· nothing he says can be trusted

· also, God's Truth is not in him – either such a person does not know Truth or does not apply what he does know

How do we get the Truth "in us"?

· read it

· apply it to your life – see that what it says applies to you personally

· put it into practice – the specific commands, the principles

· give God's Truth the highest priority in your life

· of all possible "theories" floating around concerning how to live, God's Truth is the one we give credence to and live by

What do my prayer and Bible study habits reveal about my desire to learn more of what Jesus wants me to be and do?

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Do You Love Others?) 1 John 2: 7-11.

Listen for a command that is said to be both old and new.
How did John contrast love and hate?

	Love
	Hate

	· love seen in Jesus

· love seen in believers

· demonstrates the "light" of God's truth at work in us
	· opposite of love

· a demonstration of "darkness" in one's life – the lack of love

· demonstrates that such a person does not know how to act rightly


How was loving others an old commandment?

· Jesus talked about two greatest of the Old Testament commandments

· loving God, 

· loving neighbor as self

From John 13:34 (NIV); "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. "

Jesus said this at the last supper … how had Jesus demonstrated "as I have loved you" at the beginning of the event?

· Jesus washed their feet

· Jesus took the role of a servant

Consider how this demonstrates the kind of love we are to have for one another;
· we choose to do for one another

· we set aside our own comforts to help or provide for someone else

· we put others ahead of ourselves

( This is what Jesus did for us … even to the point of His death

( This is the attitude we are to have!

How should our collective relationships as a church convince the world about the love of Christ?

· they will see Christ's life in us

· how we act towards each other will be distinctly differently than does the world

· that attitude towards one another will be attractive to people who do not know Jesus

Do you find yourself in a broken relationship with a brother or sister in Christ?

· Perhaps an old offense has been left to fester over the years

· Ask God to help you restore your fellowship with each other

· If you are satisfied with ill feelings toward a fellow Christian, perhaps you need to evaluate your own spiritual condition in light of verse 11

As we grow older we come face to face with the fact that stumbling can lead to serious injury;
· Even trying to maneuver through our own homes when the power goes out can be a dangerous task

Much worse are the consequences of walking in spiritual darkness;

· Living in darkness (v11) of hatred will blind us to our own faults and we will be unable to see the dangers surrounding us

· Hateful attitudes cause people to ignore or despise others

· We cannot grow spiritually while we harbor in our hearts hatred, resentment, or animosity toward others.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Do You Avoid Worldly Influences?) 1 John 2: 15-17.  Listen to what we are to love.

The kingdom of God is opposed to the kingdom of the world;

· Satan wants us to believe that loving one’s enemies is foolish

· He wants us to believe that “getting even” is the rule

· Satan wants us to believe that we are not supposed to love someone who doesn’t love us.  That we are to hate people who hate us.

· That forgiveness is acceptable but only to a point, and grace is totally unfair

John states that “if anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him” (v15);

· We cannot love that which God opposes and love God at the same time

· To declare our love for one side is to declare our opposition to the other

For certain, God loves His world;

· He created it

· John wrote about God’s love for His world in John 3: 16, a familiar verse to all of us

· The world referred to in verse 15 is the “worldliness” that would lead us away from God-the organized system of evil that is opposed to God
Many people have made material things their God;

· New cars, larger houses, increased stock portfolios

· The perspective may change for some retirees:  Realizing they may never have some of the things they longed for in younger days, they may cling to those possessions they have acquired.  They turn to the possessions themselves for their security.

Has your attitude toward possessions changed since you retired?

Do you feel that it is easier or more difficult to focus your attention on God since your retirement?

The word “love” in v15 literally means to place high value on;

· If we are placing our trust and confidence in God to care for us, things of the world become less important.

· Things of the world destroy us; Jesus wants to save us

· The world will use us for the moment then toss us aside, Jesus wants us to spend eternity with Him.

Verse 16 John writes of 3 things that belong to the world;

· The lust of the flesh

· The lust of the eyes

· The pride of life

When Christ has truly changed us we do not need to try to convince others that we have been transformed;
· The change will be evident in the way we demonstrate love to God and others and in our obedience to His Word.

A hymn written centuries ago sums up our lesson well:

I love Thee, I love Thee, I love Thee, my lord;

I love Thee, my Savior, I love Thee, my God:

I love Thee, I love Thee, and that Thou dost know.

But how much I love Thee my actions will show.

There are 3 behavior patterns that will characterize our lives if we belong to Christ;

· We will walk as Jesus walked, striving to follow His example in everything we do

· We will love one another, not just those who are easy to love, but also those who sometimes make our lives difficult

· We will submit our lives to God’s control and avoid the temptation to go with the world that opposes God’s kingdom.

Guidance Still Needed?

A generation ago, the baby boomers (those born between 1946 and 1964) entered adulthood.  They wanted to “cut the apron strings.”  But in college they found they still needed guidance from adults-just not from their parents!  So the Dean of Students office came to prominence in colleges to help guide students through academic life.

Now that the boomers’ children are in college, the parents still want a level of involvement that colleges must learn to deal with.  Thus, many universities have created a Coordinator of Parent Programs position to help parents learn to let go of their children who are becoming adults.  The title of a Wall Street Journal article was “Tucking Them in-in the Dorm:  Colleges Ward Off Over-involved Parents.”

People of every generation have needs that they want addressed.  When John writes to children, young people, and parents, he is telling us the Word of God speaks to the needs of all.  That Word helps us sort out the difference between felt needs and real needs.  How will God’s Word guide you today?

Prayer:

Lord, help us have the assurance that we know You that is based on obedience to Your commands and love for others.

Lord we thank You for giving us the light

We thank you for your unfailing love

Please help us show that kind of love to one another
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