July 26, 2009                        Key Questions About the Triune God                          #114                                                                                                                            
3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Experiencing God Triune-ly
1st Week:  “Getting to Know the Father”; This lesson focused on three important questions about the Heavenly Father:  how we are able to know Him, what He is like, and what He desires for us.
2nd Week: “Exalting the Son”; That Christ is our eternal Creator.  He is the Head of the church and our Savior and Lord.
3rd Week: “Living in the Spirit”; The Spirit is God; both the Old Testament and the New Testament affirm the deity of the Holy Spirit; The Spirit equips us for service; the Holy Spirit gives every believer at least one spiritual gift for the mutual benefit of all believers in building up the body of Christ.

What this lesson is about: This lesson explores answers to three key questions about the central Christian doctrine that God is Trinity-three Persons existing eternally in one God.
How this lesson can impact your life: Grow in your understanding of three Persons existing eternally in one God.  Honor God, deepen your worship of Him, and be better equipped to tell others about the Triune God.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “How Do We Know God Is Three in One?”; John’s baptism of Jesus, the descent of the Spirit, and the Father’s audible voice gave clear evidence that the one God exists in three distinct Persons-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
2. “How Can We Better Understand God’s Mysterious Nature?”; The Holy Spirit, because he is God, is able to explain to us everything we need to know about the infinite Triune God.
3. “Why Is the Concept of God as Trinity Important?”; God’s salvation is the work of all three Persons of the Trinity, and believers should develop a greater appreciation for what each Person has done for them in planning, accomplishing, and securing their redemption.
The term “trinity” does not appear in Scripture;
· However the Trinitarian structure appears throughout the New Testament to affirm that God Himself is manifested through Jesus Christ by means of the Spirit.
The Jewish people were strong in their opposition to “polytheism” (belief in many Gods);

· They were insistent in “monotheism” (the belief in one God).
· It was Jewish Christians who wrote most of the New Testament in which Jesus and the Holy Spirit are declared to be God.
Triune (definition);

· Three in one.
· Of or relating to the Trinity.
· Consisting of three parts, members, or aspects.
Bible verses related to the triune nature of God fall into several categories;
· Some are passages that express a “formula”; such as the baptismal formula in Matt. 28:19.
· Another “formula” is the doxology in 2 Cor. 13:14; “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost (Spirit) be with you all”.
· Then there are passages that describe the three Persons of the Trinity but not in a formulaic way:  The baptism of Jesus in which all 3 persons of the Trinity were there together (Matt. 3: 16-17).
· There are additional passages found in:  1 Cor. 12:4-6, Gal. 4:4-6, Thessalonians 2:13-15, Titus 3: 4-6, 1 Peter 1:2, and Revelation 1:4-6.
Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (How Do We Know God Is Three in One?) Matthew 3: 16-17.  Listen to what happened when Jesus was baptized.

In verses 13-15 (not in our lesson text) John had been explaining that Jesus’ baptism would be much greater than his;
· Jesus came to him and asked to be baptized.
· John felt unqualified; he wanted Jesus to baptize him.
Why did Jesus ask to be baptized?

· Not for repentance for sin because Jesus never sinned.
· “To fulfill all righteousness” v15 (not in our text) means to accomplish God’s mission.
· Jesus saw his baptism as advancing God’s work.

Jesus was baptized because;

· He was confessing sin on behalf of the nation as Nehemiah, Ezra, Moses and Daniel had done.
· He was showing support for what John was doing.
· He was inaugurating his public ministry.
· He was identifying with the people of God, not with the critical Pharisees.
· Jesus didn’t need baptism for sin, but He accepted baptism in obedient service to the Father, and God showed his approval.

Put yourself in John’s shoes;

· Your work is going well.
· People are taking notice.
· Everything is growing.
· You know that the purpose of your work is to prepare people for Jesus.
Then Jesus arrives, and His coming tests your integrity;

· Will you be able to turn your followers over to Him?

· John passed the test by publicly baptizing Jesus.
· Notice that Jesus’ baptism was a public, not a private event.
Soon John would say “He must become greater, I must become less” (John 3:30);

· Can we, like John, put our egos and profitable work aside in order to point others to Christ?

· Are we willing to lose some of our status so that everyone will benefit?

The doctrine of the Trinity means that God is three persons and yet one in essence;

· In these verses (16-17) all three persons of the Trinity are present and active.
· God the Father speaks v17 (“a voice from heaven”).
· God the Son is baptized v16 (“And Jesus, when He was baptized”).
· God the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus v16 (“He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove”).
Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (How Can We Better Understand God’s Mysterious Nature?) 1 Corinthians 2: 12-13.  Listen to which spirit we received.
Paul is dealing with the contrast between God’s wisdom and the worlds’ wisdom;
· God’s wisdom is revealed at the cross.
· The wisdom of the world sees the cross as foolishness (1: 18-31).
· Just as the spirit of a person best knows the person, so is God best known by His Spirit.
Christians have not sought nor received “the spirit of the world (v12);

· The Spirit we have received is of God.
· The Spirit inspired the Scriptures and He illumines them for those who rely on Him.
Worldly wisdom cannot explain spiritual matters;

· Our relationship with the eternal God is a spiritual phenomenon that cannot adequately be scrutinized by the scientific method, philosophy, or any other approach of the world.
Our salvation is a free gift;

· The Spirit teaches us more and more about this wonderful gift.
· “No one knows the concerns of God except the Spirit of God “(v11 not in our text).
· The Spirit not only knows everything God knows (since He is God).
· He also knows exactly what God’s people need to learn about Him.
False religion is born when people try to discover divine truth for themselves;

· God’s truth can only be received “from God” who “freely” gives it v12.
· God’s “Spirit”, which He has given to those who receive His Son as Savior and Lord, makes it possible for us to know God and to accept by faith His triune Being.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Why Is the Concept of God as Trinity Important?) Ephesians 1: 3-14.  Listen to the things we have through Christ in these verses.

The dominate theme of these verses is salvation;

· We see several salvation terms in verses 3-6: blessed/blessing, chose, holy, blameless, predestined, adopted, favor, praise, grace.
These verses (3-14) fall into three sections;

· The work of the Father in planning our salvation (v3-6).
· The work of Christ in accomplishing our salvation (v7-12).
· The work of the Spirit in securing our salvation (v13-14).
Paul gave 4 specific reasons that we should praise the Father for planning the work of salvation v3-6;

· 1.  He “blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, in Christ (v3).  This means that we should bless (praise) God because He has blessed us.

· 2. “He chose us in Him, before the foundation of the world (v4).  Before time, space, and matter existed, God chose people to be in Christ so that He could make them “holy and blameless in His sight” v4.
· 3. “In love He predestined us to be adopted through Jesus Christ for Himself” (v5).  “Predestined” means “to make out beforehand”, which indicates that God has an eternal plan for all of his chosen ones.

· 4. God’s choice, divine plan, and adoption of us are; “according to His favor and will and to the praise of His glorious grace that He favored us with in the Beloved.” Grace is God’s unmerited favor to an enemy, making him a friend and conforming him to Christ’s image as one of His own children.

Paul praised the work of Christ in accomplishing redemption.  He focused on 3 truths in v7-12;

· 1. “In Him (Christ) we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses” (v7).  The word redemption refers to the purchase price of something, and the price God determined to pay for our sins was “His blood.”

· 2. “He made known to us the mystery of His will” v9).  God’s people understand better the divine plan of the ages because they better understand Christ, God’s Son, the focus of His plan.

· 3. “In Him we were also made His inheritance” (v11).  God predestined that all of His people would receive an inheritance, which refers to the future kingdom and the privilege of being in Christ’s presence forever.
Paul’s declarations about the Holy Spirit’s role in securing our redemption (v 13-14) are outlined in 2 main truths in these verses;

· 1. Those who have “believed in the word of truth, the gospel of our salvation have been sealed with the promised Holy Spirit” (v13).  God protects us from those who would take us away from Him.  Since we belong to God, He sealed us with His Spirit (Rom. 5:5, 2 Cor. 1:22).

· 2. The Holy Spirit is “the down payment of our inheritance” (v14).  The “down payment” refers to a small portion of the inheritance that a person receives so he can begin enjoying the inheritance immediately, even though the full inheritance comes later.

Our lesson text today asked us 3 pertinent and thought-provoking questions;

· “How Do We Know God Is Three in One?”  To discover this, we recalled the thrilling experience of Christ’s baptism and the threefold manifestation of the Trinity during that event.

· “How Can We better Understand God’s Mysterious Nature?”  We learned, in seeking to answer this question, the necessity of the Holy Spirit’s involvement in imparting the wisdom of God in helping us understand spiritual truths.

· “Why Is the Concept of God as Trinity Important?”  Paul provided an outline of the journey from conviction of sin to the moment of the new birth, showing the amazing involvement of the Trinity in planning, accomplishing, and securing our redemption.

The Critic

When John F. Kennedy was President of the United States, newspaper columnists frequently wrote advising Kennedy how he could do a better job.  In response to these critics, Kennedy told a story of a legendary baseball player.  “He never failed to hit when at bat and never dropped a ball,” Kennedy said.  “Grounders never dribbled between his legs.  He threw with unerring accuracy.  In the field and on the bases he had the speed and grace of a leopard.  He never tired or missed signal.  In fact, he would have been one of the all-time greats except for one thing-no one was ever able to get him to put down his soft drink and hot dog and come out of the press box to play.”

Jesus did not simply command us to be baptized.  Jesus Himself was baptized.  Jesus was not a critic.  He was a doer.  What He instructed others to do He did.  He set the ultimate example through a lifestyle that modeled the teachings that He gave.  Though Jesus had no reason to repent (because He was without sin), He showed us what we are to do by being baptized.  He not only taught us the right thing to do; He did what was right.

Prayer:

Father, accept our humble admission of sin.

Help us to change and grow in holiness through Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.
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