April 26, 2009                    Jesus the Savior:  Accept or Reject?                               #101                                                                                                                            
4th lesson this month on the topic:  Gospel Crossroads
1st Week:  “Jesus: Delusional Dreamer or God’s Messiah?”; When we believe that Jesus is God’s Messiah we experience forgiveness and eternal life.
2nd Week:  “Jesus’ Resurrection:  Fact or Fiction?”; how all of us are suppose to believe and celebrate that Jesus is our living Lord and Savior
3rd Week:  “Jesus’ Followers:  True Witnesses or Wishful Thinkers?”; We are true witnesses for Christ; our witness is credible and powerful as we faithfully testify to scriptural truth.
What this lesson is about:  Peter connected the miracle of Jesus’ followers speaking in unlearned languages under the influence of the Holy Spirit to the resurrected Jesus, thus forcing the issue of whether people would turn in faith to Jesus, the living Lord and Savior.
How this lesson can impact your life:  Accept the truth that Jesus is the Savior.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Conflicting Opinions”; People who hear the gospel have varied opinions about Jesus.
2. “Stirring Testimony”; The Holy Spirit enables Christians to present the clear message that Jesus is the Messiah and Lord who will save and give the Holy Spirit to all who believe in Jesus as Savior.
3. “Standing at the Crossroads”; All who hear the truth of the gospel about Jesus Christ and His provision of salvation through His death and resurrection must make a decision.  Hopefully they will decide to receive Jesus as Savior, thereby receiving the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence, and to be baptized as testimony to that salvation.
Our lesson today mentions how we are to “accept” or “reject” Jesus as our Savior.

· I found this cute story that shows how a person got creative in all the “rejection” letters he was receiving when he applied for various jobs.  He mailed back this letter (below) to one of the businesses where he had applied for employment, and they had sent him back a “rejection “ letter:

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 1/31/09.  After careful consideration, I regret to inform you that I am unable to accept your refusal to offer me employment with your company.

This year I have been particularly fortunate in receiving an unusually large number of rejection letters.  With such a varied and promised field of candidates, it is impossible for me to accept all refusals.  Despite your company’s outstanding qualifications and previous experience in rejecting applicants, I find that your rejection does not meet with my needs at this time.

Therefore, I will initiate employment with your company immediately.  I look forward to working with you.

I want to wish you the best of luck in rejecting future applications from other candidates.

(I wonder how his creative “rejection” letter back to them was accepted.)
Hopefully everyone here today has indeed “accepted” Jesus as their Lord and Savior;

· I remember the time when I “accepted” Jesus as my Savior

· I was 16 years old, at a youth retreat at my church

· We had an evangelist speak to us about Christ

· He urged each of us each night to “accept” Christ as our Savior

· I clearly remember the night I walked down the aisle to the alter

· It took this “messenger” of God to find my lost soul and bring me to that “crossroads” in my life

Each of us has our own experiences of how we “accepted” Christ;
· To some it was like an explosion

· For others, it was as gentle as the rays of the rising sun

· Think of the circumstances that surrounded your personal acceptance of Christ

· Take a moment to thank God for those who may have been involved in bringing you to know Christ

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Conflicting Opinions) Acts 2: 22-24.

Listen for major points of Peter’s sermon.

Peter had some main points in his message;
· Jesus’ life of ministry accompanied by miracles v22
· Jesus’ death on the cross v23 witnessed by many of you here today
· this was God’s plan – to die v23
· it was also God’s plan to raise Him up from death v24 – as witnessed by many of you here today 

What do people today object to or tend to reject about Jesus?

· He might have been a good teacher, but probably the miracles are exaggerated

· He couldn’t have come back to life, that’s just a happy myth … wishful thinking
How might Peter’s getting up to preach in this context a surprise to both him and to his friends?

· not too many weeks earlier he had actually denied Christ

· he was often quick to speak but almost as often didn’t have anything significant to say 

· he was a fisherman … he did not have formal training in public speaking or in persuasive oratory

What point of Peter’s sermon might explain the radical change in his mind-set?

· the indwelling presence of God’s Spirit had been given to believers

· previously he had been acting in his own strength

· now he was empowered by the presence of God Himself

· he was not afraid to speak

· he was given words to say

· the message was being applied to the hearts and minds of the listeners by that same Holy Spirit

· Peter did not have to be convincing on his own … God’s Spirit was doing the convincing/convicting

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Stirring Testimony) Acts 2: 32-36.

Listen to the different titles of Jesus mentioned in verse 36.

Peter considered Jesus’ resurrection so important that he stated again “God has resurrected this Jesus v32;

· He wanted all who listened to understand clearly that the Jesus of whom he preached had defeated death

· He wanted them to know that what he was preaching was not a fantasy or hearsay, because all those with him had seen the risen Christ.

Following the resurrection came the ascension, when Jesus was “exalted to the right hand of God” v33;

· From that position of highest honor, Christ had “poured out” upon His followers “the promised Holy Spirit”

· The evidence of which the people were seeing and hearing

· Peter, a fisherman from Galilee, who had no church credentials, was able to have an impact in his preaching to those willing to listen to him

Does a lack of biblical knowledge hamper your witnessing?

· If so, spend daily time in prayer and Bible study

· Be willing to allow God to use you as His witness

In these verses we find verse 36 to be a climactic verse;

· Peter summed up the points he had been making

· Through His death, resurrection, ascension, and exaltation, Jesus had been made both Lord and Christ.

· Lord is a title of deity

· Christ is the Messiah-King who fulfilled God’s promises to David and Israel’s hope for deliverance

The 27 books of the New Testament offer the most credible explanation of the origins of the Christian Faith.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Standing at the Crossroads) Acts 2:37-41.  Listen for words and phrases that describe the responses to Peter’s preaching.

Let’s look at the words and phrases that describe how people responded to Peter’s message;
· people were “cut to the heart” v37
· they asked what they should do v37
· those who accepted the message were baptized v41
· about 3000 became new believers v41
When asked what they should do, what did Peter tell them?

· Repent v38
· receive the forgiveness of your sins v38
· then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit v38
· be baptized (to demonstrate and testify what has happened to you) v38
· save yourself from this corrupt generation v40
Note Peter’s role in this situation …

· willing to stand up and communicate the Truth of the Gospel message

· answer people’s questions

· direct them how to respond to the salvation message


Now note the different roles the Holy Spirit played in this situation..
· the Holy Spirit directed Peter in what to say, how to say it

· the Holy Spirit was convicting them, convincing them

· Recall John 16:8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 

· that’s how they were “cut to the heart”

· then He came into their lives as God’s gift

When you share the Gospel message with someone, how does this take pressure off you?

· the Holy Spirit living within me will empower me to remember what to say

· it is the Holy Spirit’s task to take those words and do the convincing/convicting

· it is not by a clever argument that I must make, it is God’s power using the Truth from Scripture that is doing the convincing/convicting

· it is only my responsibility to do the communicating

Even though the responsibility to do the convincing belongs to God’s Holy Spirit, what responsibility is still ours?

· to go to people – recall the great commission

· to confront them with the Truth of the Gospel

· to prepare a meaningful Gospel presentation

· to support the sending of missionaries who take the message to places where we are unable to go

People have varied opinions about Jesus;
· The Holy Spirit enables Christians to present the clear message that Jesus is the Messiah and Lord who will save and give the Holy Spirit to all who believe in Jesus as Savior

· All who hear the truth of the gospel about Jesus Christ and His provision of salvation through His death and resurrection must make a decision

· That decision is either to “accept” or “reject” Him as their Savior

Have you accepted Him as your Lord and Savior?

· If not, you can know the love, mercy, and forgiveness that only He can give you

· Please talk to me or our pastor after class if you want to “accept” Him 

A Place Without Hope
Jason Roemer gives us this interesting insight into his childhood.  He says, “I can remember my grandmother warning me when I was up to no good…’you don’t want to end up on Alcatraz do you?”

From 1934 to 1963, Alcatraz was the end of the line for the worst of America’s convicted felons.  If the U. S. federal prison system could keep them nowhere else, they went to Alcatraz-“the Rock.”  George “Machine Gun” Kelly and Al Capone were among its infamous residents.  Located in San Francisco Bay, Alcatraz offered tantalizing views of “the outside world” just over a mile away.  Alcatraz was maximum security, and the 50-degree water temperature added to the idea that escape attempts were futile.  This imprisonment was not only physical but psychological as well!

Many in Peter’s audience on Pentecost may have felt their actions had committed them to a “spiritual Alcatraz.”  The message had convicted them of murdering God’s Son-the promised Messiah!  With all hope seemingly gone, how could they ever break out of this spiritual prison?  This terrible dilemma was expressed in their hopelessly pained question, “What shall we do?” (Verse 37 in today’s lesson)
All of us have put ourselves in a similar position-our sins have locked us into a prison of alienation from God.  There is no escape from this prison by our own effort.  But the message of the gospel is that there is hope!  Jesus said, “I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and death” (Revelation 1:18)

Prayer:

Father, thank You for Jesus whom You have made both Lord and Christ.

Thank You for the Holy Spirit, who empowers us to bear the fruit of the Spirit.

Thank You for Your church that continues to be such a powerful force.

May Your Spirit work in our lives and in Your church so that Your will shall be done.
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