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4th lesson this month on the topic:  The Case For Jesus
1st Week: “Sin IS a Big Deal”; When we understand the reality, the true nature, and the consequences of sin, we realize the need for a Savior.  The danger in our world is the concept that morality is relative-“I’ll do my thing; you do your thing.”
2nd Week:  “Why “Good” Isn’t Good Enough”; We will never recognize our own sinfulness or admit how wicked we are until we gain an appreciation for the holiness of God.  God provided the only way of salvation through Christ’s death on the cross.
3rd Week:  “What’s So Different About Jesus?”; We discussed the uniqueness of Jesus as evidenced in His teachings, His miracles, and His resurrection.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the biblical claim that Jesus is the one and only way to God.
How this lesson can impact your life: Defend the biblical truth that Jesus is the only way to God.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “One Son”; Because of God’s love for sinners, He sent His only Son to provide salvation for them.  Jesus is God’s unique Son because He is equal with the Father in essence and nature.
2. “One Way”; Sinners are already condemned before God because of sin, but that condemnation is removed when they believe in Jesus.
3. “One Mediator”; All people are lost because they are sinners, and sinners need a mediator between themselves and God.  God provided only one mediator-His Son, Jesus Christ.  Jesus alone paid the ransom price for our salvation.
The Barna Group released a survey that provided surprising results;
· They surveyed 1,871 professing Christians.

· 60 percent indicated they believed that Satan was not a real living being, that he was just a picture or image to symbolize evil.

· 25 percent of professing Christians no longer believe the Bible is accurate in what it teaches.

· 40 percent of professing Christians dismiss the notion that they have any obligation or responsibility to share their faith.

· One third of these professing Christians were confident that Jesus sinned while on earth.

If so many Christians do not believe that Jesus is sinless;

· There is little wonder that the message of salvation through faith in Him is regarded with skepticism by the world.

· Jesus can hardly be “the one and only” Savior from sin if he was also a sinner like the rest of us.

· It’s sad that so many professed Christians believe this about Him!

If Jesus had sinned while on earth;

· Then there really would be no distinction between Christianity and other religions.

· Between followers of Jesus and the followers of Muhammad or Buddha.

· Take your pick-one would be as good as the other.

But Scripture does not give us that option;

· The Bible clearly teaches that Jesus is God the Son, the Creator of the world.

· That He is the one who became a man;

· Lived a perfect and sinless life.

· He died on a cross for our sins;

· And arose from the dead.
· He is the one and only Savior.

· Scripture teaches that Jesus is the only way to the Father in numerous passages.

· In today’s lesson, we will examine three of these passages.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (One Son) John 3:16-18.

Listen to why God sent His Son into the world as these verses are read.

John 3:16 is probably the most well-known verse in the Bible;

· This verse contains the basic truths of the gospel that everyone must know in order to be saved.

· This verse is toward the end of a brief discussion John recorded between Jesus and a Pharisee named Nicodemus.

· Nicodemus, also a teacher, would have wanted to have a discussion with anyone having unusual teachings or powers in an effort to determine authenticity.

· Jesus’ miracles called for such a response.

· This is the reason Nicodemus gave for coming to Jesus that night v2 (not in text).

Nicodemus recognized Jesus as a;

· Rabbi

· A man who came “from God.”

· A teacher.

· A miracle worker.

The entire gospel comes to a focus in this verse (3:16);

· God’s love is not static or self-centered.

· It reaches out and draws others in.

· Here God sets the pattern of true love, the basis for all love relationships.

· When you love someone dearly, you are willing to give freely to the point of self-sacrifice.

· God paid dearly with the life of His Son, the highest price He could pay.

· Jesus accepted our punishment, paid the price for our sins, and then offered us the new life that He had bought for us.

When we share the gospel with others;
· Our love must be like Jesus’.

· Willingly giving up our own comfort and security so that others might join us in receiving God’s love.

Some people today are repulsed by the idea of eternal life because;

· Their lives are miserable.

· But eternal life is not an extension of a person’s miserable, mortal life.

· Eternal life is God’s life embodied in Christ given to all believers now as a guarantee that they will live forever.

· In eternal life there is no death, sickness, enemy, evil, or sin.

When we don’t know Christ;

· We make choices as though this life is all we have.

· In reality, this life is just the introduction to eternity.

· Receive this new life by faith and begin to evaluate all that happens from an eternal perspective.

To “believe” is more than intellectual agreement that Jesus is God;

· It means to put our trust and confidence in Him that He alone can save us.

· It is to put Christ in charge of our present plans and eternal destiny.

· Believing is both trusting His words as reliable, and relying on Him for the power to change.

· If you have never trusted Christ, let this promise of everlasting life be yours-and believe.

People often try to protect themselves from their fears by putting their faith in something they do or have;

· Good deeds, skill or intelligence, money, or possessions.

· But only God can save us from the one thing that we really need to fear-eternal condemnation.

· We believe in God by recognizing the insufficiency of our own efforts to find salvation and by asking Him to do His work in us.

· When Jesus talks about unbelievers, he means those who reject or ignore Him completely.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (One Way) John 14: 6-11.

Listen to what Jesus told Philip as these verses are being read.

In John 14, Jesus was with His disciples on the night of Passover;

· He was preparing them for His imminent departure.

· Jesus had just washed the disciples’ feet as an example of servanthood.

· He had also told them that one of them would betray Him.

· He told Peter He would deny Him.

· Jesus explained that their home in heaven with the Father was secure because He was going to prepare that place for them (v1-4 not in text).

Thomas asked Jesus a question;

· “Lord…we don’t know where You’re going.  How can we know the way?” v5

· Jesus’ response to Thomas is one of the most important verses about salvation in the Bible.

· Jesus stated, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me” v6.
· Jesus settled the issue of how one gets to heaven.

· It is only through Him.

· Religious attempts to earn or gain heaven based on one’s works or personal merit do nothing but lead to hell.

· Religion is about what people try to do for God.

· Salvation is about what God did for us in Christ.

Jesus is the answer to our most significant spiritual needs;

· We have no access to God on our own.

Jesus says He is the only way to God the Father;

· Some people may argue that this way is too narrow.

· In reality, it is wide enough for the whole world, if the world chooses to accept it.

· Instead of worrying about how limited it sounds to have only one way;

· We should be saying, “Thank you, God, for providing a sure way to get to you!”

Jesus is the visible, tangible image of the invisible God.

· He is the complete revelation of what God is like.

· Jesus explained to Philip, who wanted to see the Father, that to know Jesus is to know God.

· The search for God, the truth, and reality, ends in Christ.

Nothing could be clearer from this text than the gospel message Christians have been proclaiming for almost two thousand years;

· Jesus Christ is God’s Son, equal in essence and nature with the Father.

· People receive salvation by grace through faith in Him and Him alone.

This passage should motivate Christians to extend to others the opportunity to know God;

· We must never shy away from the exclusive claims that Jesus made about His relationship to the Father;

· And about salvation through Him alone.

· His claims should also motivate us to tell others about Him.

· The gospel is not about religion or philosophy.

· It is about the Person of Christ.

· He is our message.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (One Mediator) 1Timothy 2:3-6.

Listen to what Paul said about God as these verses are read.

This letter from Paul contains instructions on several matters of doctrinal importance, many dealing with the truth of the gospel;

· Everywhere Paul traveled, false teachers frequently appeared denying what he had said about salvation by faith in Christ alone.

· He knew that Timothy would have to deal with false teachers;

· So he encouraged Timothy by explaining the essential truths of the gospel to him again.

Paul said that God wants all to be saved v4;

· This does not mean that all will be saved.

· The Bible makes it clear that many will reject Christ (Matt. 25:31-46).

· The gospel message has a universal scope;

· It is not directed only to people of one race, one sex, or one background.

· God loves the whole world and sent His Son to save sinners.

· Never assume that anyone is outside God’s mercy or beyond the reach of His offer of salvation.

We find five truths in verses 5-6;

1. “There is one God” v5.

· One God, but He exists in three Persons who are coequal and coeternal with each other in essence, nature, and attributes.

2. Jesus is the “one mediator between God and man” v5.

· God accepts no other mediator.

· People who do not know Jesus have no mediator, thus no access to God.

3. The “one mediator” is Himself “a man, Christ Jesus” v5.

· He is fully man-just as much a human as you and I are.

· But He is also fully God.

· Paul stressed in this verse that Jesus is a man, not that He was at one time. 

4. As “a man, Jesus gave Himself” by suffering on the cross to pay “a ransom for all” v6.

· Sin’s debt came at a price.

· Jesus paid that debt for us so we can live forever by faith in Him.

5. Jesus provided “a testimony at the proper time” about God’s plan of salvation v6.

· This is the testimony that we take to a lost and dying world.

· Jesus is the one Son, one Way, one Mediator, and only Savior.

Condemnation or Salvation?

Probably John 3:16 is the most familiar verse in the entire Bible.  It has been quoted and lauded as “the New Testament in miniature.”  It may come as a surprise, then, to learn about a preacher who, given liberty to choose whatever text he pleased as the basis for what would surely be a once-in-a-lifetime sermon, chose John 3:17 instead of John 3:16.  It was on June 2, 1850, that Alexander Campbell spoke from John 3:17 to both houses of the United States Congress in the chamber of the House of Representatives.  Although he spoke for some ninety minutes, it was said that during this time, Campbell held his audience, “in the most fixed attention.”

How vital to know that God did not send Jesus to condemn the world, but to save it.  It is such a temptation to attack the grossness, the insensitivity, and the moral decay of the world.  It seems its many sins need to be itemized and denounced.  But Jesus came to save people.  To declare Jesus’ love, His grace, His sacrifice, and His salvation is the true task of those who are His.  As Dora Greenwell wrote:

He did not come to judge the world,

He did not come to blame;

He did not only come to seek-

It was to save He came;

And when we call Him Savior,

Then we call Him by His name.

The message of the gospel is not bad news about human failures (we get enough of that from the world every day!).  No, the gospel is good news about God’s love in Jesus.  It is the loving appeal of a Father, who longs for the wanderer to come home.

Prayer:

Thank You, Father for our Savior Jesus.

Help us to be faithful by living the new life in Christ.

Help us lead others to their own experience of the new birth.
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