April 19, 2009      Jesus’ Followers: True Witnesses or Wishful Thinkers?           #100                                                                                                                            
3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Gospel Crossroads
1st Week:  “Jesus: Delusional Dreamer or God’s Messiah?”; When we believe that Jesus is God’s Messiah we experience forgiveness and eternal life.
2nd Week:  “Jesus’ Resurrection:  Fact or Fiction?”; how all of us are suppose to believe and celebrate that Jesus is our living Lord and Savior
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about Jesus’ promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit and the events related to the fulfillment of that promise on the day of Pentecost.
How this lesson can impact your life: Believe Jesus’ followers are truthful witnesses.  As a believer, realize your witness is credible and powerful as you faithfully testify to scriptural truth.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Commissioned by Jesus”; Jesus’ followers are true witnesses, not wishful thinkers.  True followers of Jesus have been commissioned by the risen Lord.
2. “Filled with the Spirit”; True followers of Jesus have been baptized by the Spirit into the body of Christ and can be filled with the Holy Spirit to guide and empower them.
3. “Confirmed by the Scripture”; True followers of Jesus have their experiences confirmed by the inspired Scripture.
There is this story of this young girl who had an uncle that was a cabinetmaker;
· She always did her homework on the kitchen table at home
· He promised her that if she made good grades, he would surprise her one day and build her a desk of her own
· She worked and studied hard, thinking one day the desk would arrive because her uncle always kept his promises

· Her uncle came the following Christmas and delivered her the brand new desk he had built for her

· She always knew that if she held up her end of the bargain, her uncle would keep his promise to her (he had always been credible to her)
As believers, are we also credible when we witness for the Lord?

· Is our witness powerful?
· If we faithfully testify to the scriptural truth, the answer is yes

· As this young girl trusted her uncle, we can trust in the truth of God’s Word

· We can depend on the indwelling Holy Spirit

· When we do we are true witnesses, not wishful thinkers

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Commissioned by Jesus) Acts 1: 4-8.

Listen for what Jesus promised to the disciples.

Let’s look at the words and phrases that describe the promise made to His followers;
· you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit v5
· you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you v8
· you will be my witnesses v8
· you will start out in Jerusalem v8
· you will continue on to Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth v8
Contrast John’s baptism with the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Let’s look at the ways they are different;
	John’s Baptism
	Baptism of the Holy Spirit

	· water baptism

· a physical act

· symbolized repentance

· demonstrated death to old way of life 

· resurrection to a new way of life
	· a Spiritual baptism

· happens at salvation

· the believer is given the presence of God’s Holy Spirit dwelling within his/her life

· this Presence empowers believers to serve God


What question did the disciples ask in this passage?

( "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" v6
This showed their misunderstanding about God’s Kingdom that Jesus talked about;
· they thought it was a physical, political, military kingdom

· they thought it had to do with getting rid of Roman domination

· this was a long time Jewish yearning for a restored earthly kingdom

· they longed for a kingdom like that during the days of David and Solomon

· in reality it has to do with the rule of God in the hearts and lives of believers

The rule of God within the lives of believers is more powerful for God’s purposes than a politically and militarily strong nation of Israel;
· doesn’t matter what nationality a believer is … God rules

· nationality does not get in the way of knowing and serving God

· God’s intent was that all peoples know Him as Savior and Lord, not just the nation of Israel

· personal faith and obedience provides a closer relationship with God than would a nationalistic allegiance to a single country

· international relationships can change over the years – a personal relationship with God can be ongoing, whatever political events occur

Let’s see how verse 8 of the passage applies to us today;
· God promises us that same power, that same relationship

· we also are to be witnesses

· our witness starts in our own neighborhood

· our witness continues out from our own city, to our state, to our nation

· we are to be actively involved in the spread of the Gospel “to the ends of the earth”

· we are to give of our finances, 

· participate in mission trips, 

· be willing to send our children and grandchildren as missionaries to far off places

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Filled with the Spirit) Acts 2: 1-4.
Listen for supernatural evidences of God’s presence.

There is special, supernatural evidence displayed in this event;
· sound like the blowing of a violent wind v2
· appearance of “tongues of fire” resting on the believers (cloven tongues)v3
· they began to speak in other tongues, enabled by the Spirit v4
Let’s look at which of these we think was the most impressive evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit … why?

	Sound of Wind
	Tongues of Fire
	Speak in Other Language

	· sound without wind

· like a giant pipe on an organ
	· flame without burning

· what ignited it

· was it hot?
	· did they know what they were saying?

· were they surprised, scared?


What was the significance of these phenomenon ?

The wind?

· recall Jesus comments about the source of the wind not being known, but the results of its force being seen

· the power represented by wind, even by the acoustic power of the sound itself

· God was making a display to engage all the senses

· could this have been to communicate to people of all learning styles?!!

The fire?

· similar to previous biblical events … Moses and the burning bush, fire coming down from heaven to consume the sacrifice on an alter

· another power demonstration

· could signify light … the enlightening power of the Gospel message

· once again, a phenomenon to capture another sense

The speaking in foreign tongues?

· this accomplished two things

· visitors to Jerusalem were amazed at the sudden ability of these people to speak in their own foreign language

· the message communicated was the Gospel message

· the total combination was what we today might call a multimedia experience

What might all of this be also telling the original group of believers – especially the ability to communicate in a previously unknown language?

· God is not limiting the gospel message to just the local population

· might have reminded them of the Great Commission that Jesus had given

· they could begin to see that God’s Holy Spirit would be empowering them, enabling them to be able to communicate the Truth of Jesus death and resurrection

· they would be able to do things they had not been able to do previously

There are ways we need God’s Holy Spirit to help us to witness to others about salvation;
· help us memorize verses and remember what we are supposed to say

· help us get over being afraid

· prepare the hearts of those to whom we will speak

· open up opportunities where people are more interested and open than we could ever imagine

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Confirmed by the Scripture) Acts 2: 12-16.  Listen to how the crowd responded to what they had heard.

When the Jews heard the good news they were;

· astounded and perplexed v12

· some asked “what could this be?” v12
· others not understanding accused the believers of being full of new wine v13

Even today as we witness for the Lord some people will not always understand the Christian message;

· some people will be confused by it

· others will mock and ridicule both the message and the messengers

· some people reject the spiritual truth try to share with them

· these same people will attempt to find only secular explanations for Christian experience and testimony

Standing with the eleven, Peter raised his voice v14;

· he boldly called for attention (he lifted up his voice) v14

· consider the contrast of this boldness to his cowardliness at the time of Jesus’ arrest

· he had met the risen Lord

· he had been empowered by the Holy Spirit sent by Jesus

Peter addressed both Jewish men and the residents of Jerusalem;

· he told them that the others were not drunk v15

· he told them that it was only nine in the morning (the third hour of the day)

· it was far too early in the day to be drunk

Peter quickly moved to use the Scriptures to explain what had happened;

· that the Scriptures confirm that Jesus’ followers were genuine

· that they were true witnesses, not wishful thinkers

Today, as Christians, our Christian experience is vital to our witness;
· it is not self explanatory

· we should refer to the Scriptures to help explain what we have experienced
· we need to remember that the truth of our Christian witness is neither validated or invalidated by people’s responses to it

· the truth of any Christian witness is determined by whether it conforms to God’s Word.

In our modern world today we find;

· a highly sophisticated media

· an ever-expanding Internet

· more and more people have become world travelers

· we see other religions and life philosophies out in the open in front of us 

· we see Christian churches standing beside the mosques of Islam 

· we are finding our faith challenged from the college campuses to senior adult forums

Our message and witness today needs to have a clear and convincing impact of those seeking spiritual truth;
· As we have seen from this lesson today, people misunderstood the early Christians.

· Likewise, Christians today are also misunderstood.

Yes or No?
For decades Jack Smith was a popular columnist for the Los Angeles Times.  One of his most memorable columns was entitled, “The Everlasting Yea-or Nay.”  In it he compared the way in which computer circuits respond only to “1” or “0” (on or off, yes or no) with the way the human brain functions.  His conclusion was that even life’s most complicated quandaries can be resolved by asking the right simple questions.

For example, do we get up?  Go to work?  Stay at home in bed?  These simple questions can have a profound influence on our lives, and the answers to them are simply yes or no.  Everything from our choice of dinner menu to our choice of a life’s mate can be boiled down to a yes or a no.

Smith noted that even great, history-making questions (Should the American colonies declare independence?  Should Japan attack Pearl Harbor?  Should America drop the atomic bomb?) all were decided with a simple yes.

When the gospel was presented to the crowd that had gathered on that Pentecost, the key issue came down to a simple yes or no.  It still does:  those who gladly receive the message of the crucified and risen Christ say yes to what He has done and respond to Him in faith-filled obedience.

Prayer:

Thank you God for sending your Son to save us.

Thank you for sending your Word to guide us.

Thank you for your Spirit to empower us

May we, Your church be faithful to the example you have set for us
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