April 5, 2009          Jesus:  Delusional Dreamer or God’s Messiah?                          #98                                                                                                            
1st lesson this month on the topic:  Gospel Crossroads
What this lesson is about:  Luke’s account of Jesus’ crucifixion and people’s responses to Him demonstrates that when people believe Jesus is God’s Messiah they experience forgiveness and eternal life.
How this lesson can impact your life:  Experience through Jesus, the crucified Lord, and forgiveness of your personal sins and hope of life in heaven.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Voices in the Crowd”; to this day people still deride Jesus, saying He was merely a delusional dreamer and nothing more
2. “Surprised by Grace”; Jesus gives eternal life and a place with Him in heaven to all who turn to Him in faith no matter who they are or what they have done.
3. “Seeing in the Dark”; any person can believe in Jesus as Savior, even a person we think is unlikely to become a Christian.
Gospel Crossroads is our lesson theme this month;

· Adults intersect life’s crossroads at different points 

· Sometimes these crossroads can be life changing

· Graduations, marriages, opportunities for career changes, reacquaintances with old friends fill our lives with new ventures

· Sometimes these ventures are good, sometimes they are bad

This month’s study is designed to help us intersect the most important crossroad of all;

· The gospel of Christ

· We will come to grips with Jesus’ reality and His hope for our lives 

Who are some people you considered unapproachable at one point or another in your life? Why?

	Who was unapproachable?
	Why?

	· an stern aunt

· the school principal

· a grumpy neighbor

· a neighbor with a strange accent

· your parents when you were a teenager
	· she scowled a lot

· he had the power to suspend/expel/ give “whacks”

· yelled at you for crossing his lawn

· never knew what they were thinking


· you felt they just didn’t understand


Before Jesus’ death on the cross, God was unapproachable by individuals.

( Now we can come to God personally

Crosses are very popular these days;
· people wear them on necklaces

· they tattoo their bodies with them

· they hang them in their cars
· snap them on key chains

· adorn church steeples with them
Why do we do this?

· Perhaps they make us feel hopeful, secure, or religious

The symbol comes from the biblical account of Jesus’ death on a cross;

· Who was Jesus?

· Why was He crucified?

· What significance does Jesus’ crucifixion have for us today?

Many are undecided about what they believe regarding Jesus;

· In today’s lesson they will come face to face with Jesus

· With the most important crossroads in their lives

· They must decide whether Jesus was a delusional dreamer or is he God’s Messiah as He claimed.

Many people today don’t understand this and we need to share with them this reality.

Delusional (definition);

· Something that is falsely believed
Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Voices in the Crowd) Luke 23: 33, 35-38.

Listen for the variety of responses to the events of Jesus’ crucifixion.

Let’s see who else showed up in this scene and what they were doing and saying; 
· two criminals – also being crucified, hurling insults v32 (not in our lesson text)
· soldiers – dividing up his clothes, mocking, offering wine vinegar

· rulers – sneering, mocking v35
· people – watching 

Jesus was offering forgiveness to;
· those who were crucifying Him

· soldiers

· the crowd who clamored for His death

· the two criminals

· even the disciples who had run away

What kinds of things do you find easy to forgive?

· someone bumps into you in a hallway

· someone calls you by the wrong name

· someone misses you as they are passing out handouts in Sunday School

· someone accidentally calls your phone and it’s the wrong number (not in the middle of the night)

There are things that are more difficult to forgive;
· someone dents your car in the parking lot

· a neighbor’s kid breaks an expensive window with a baseball

· a neighborhood dog digs up your prize winning flowerbed

· you are falsely accused of a crime

Some things can be forgiven only with God’s help;
· abuse by a family member (physical, emotional, sexual)

· unfaithfulness by a spouse

· being unlawfully fired from a job, resulting in extreme hardship

Jesus was able to forgive those who were crucifying Him.  He was motivated by; 
· His love for all people

· God is love … it is His nature

· He chose to take our punishment, our death sentence – this was part of His merciful plan

Jesus’ love should motivate us to be able to forgive people;
· if He forgave us (in effect we put Him to death), then we should be able/willing to do the same for much lesser offenses

· God’s Holy Spirit lives within us, generating the Fruit (of the Spirit) of Love

· On our own, we cannot generate that attitude, those kinds of actions … only God can do so

Words and phrases we can use to explain the meaning of God’s forgiveness;
· God loves us very much

· God shows His love for us in many ways – gives us homes, loving families, beautiful surroundings of nature

· when we do bad things, it makes God very sad 

· actually, we deserve to be punished

· we can talk to God in prayer and confess (admit to Him) what we have done wrong

· we can ask Him to be forgiven … to remove our guilt and punishment

· the Bible says that God actually forgets (and does not remember) our sinfulness

· He does not give us the punishment we deserve (mercy) … 

· instead He gives us blessings that we do not deserve (grace)
Let’s look at some world religions and what they believe;

· Islam:  Jesus was a great prophet but not the Son of God

· Christianity:  Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God

· Buddhism:  Jesus was a good teacher but less important than the main leader of their religion

· Mormonism:  Jesus was the Son of God and the spirit brother of Satan, but God chose Jesus.

· Hinduism:  Jesus was one of many holy men who help us reach a path of enlightenment.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Surprised by Grace) Luke 23: 39-43.

Listen for a contrast in attitudes demonstrated by the two criminals.

The first criminal said;
· Aren’t you the Christ (the Messiah)?

· if so, save yourself

· And while you are at it save us!

People today say similar things about Jesus; 
· He was just a teacher that got crossways with the authorities

· He was a martyr, nothing more

· if He was God, he would have not been killed, He would have “zapped” them

· He died a long time ago … how can he help me today?

· He had lots of good teachings, but He apparently could not stop them from executing Him

Jesus did not save Himself from this horrible and tragic death;
· this was Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth

· rejection and death sentence from the religious leaders was not Plan B on God’s part

· He took upon Himself the sinfulness of each of us

· He received the punishment in our place

· He had to die so that we could have eternal life … eternal union with God
Let’s look at what the second criminal said in response;
· Don’t you fear God? … Aren’t you in awe of who God really is?
· think about it … this man has been sentenced to die, just like us

· we deserve it … this is just punishment for us v41
· however, this man has done nothing wrong … He does not deserve to die v41
· then he asks Jesus to “remember me when you come into your kingdom” v42
What kinds of things led this man (and leads us) to repentance and conversion?

· realization and willingness to admit to one’s own sinful condition

· seeing the contrast of our own sinfulness against God’s holiness and requirements for our holiness

· God’s nearness and availability, even when we are in dire straits 

Note what Jesus promised in verse 43;
· the certainty of the promise

I assure you

· the time of the promise


Today
· the limit of the promise (singular)
you (who have believed)

· the Person of the promise


will be with me
· the place of the promise


in paradise – heaven, a definite place

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Seeing in the Dark) Luke 23: 44-49.

Listen for some supernatural events, consider their significance.

The supernatural events we see in this passage;
· darkness came over the whole land for 3 hours v44

· the sun stopped shining v45

· the curtain of the temple was torn in two v45

Let’s look at what statements and actions were made by the participants in this scene;
· Jesus cries out, “Father into your hands I commit my spirit” v46

· Jesus takes his last breath v46

· the centurion saw this … praised God v47

· centurion states, “Surely this was a righteous man”

The significance of the darkness was;
· symbolic of the presence of all that sin placed upon Jesus

· symbolic of God the Father’s “turning His back” on Jesus

· certainly a sign that something supernatural was taking place

The veil in the temple was ripped in two; this was significant because this;
· was the curtain that closed off the “most holy place”

· was the place of God’s very presence 

· this area was only entered once a year for special ceremony of atonement

· God’s presence could only be entered by the priest to bring the offering of the shed lamb’s blood

· God caused the curtain to be opened … now anyone can enter God’s presence anytime
The centurion was probably a tough old army veteran.  What was there about this crucifixion that caused Him to declare, "Surely this was a righteous man."?

· the supernatural events (darkness)

· the attitude and statements of Jesus on the cross

· the whole collection of events leading up to this point

Consider the reality of what God has accomplished

· overcome the problem of sin in the world

· forgiveness of sins for all who receive Christ

( The lives of all who were involved were changed … our lives are changed

( This Truth is powerful … it continues to change lives as we faithfully communicate it 

Think about the title of our lesson today;

· “Jesus:  Delusional Dreamer or God’s Messiah”

· Each of us must decide for or against Jesus

· Being “neutral” is not an option

· If you want to know more about receiving forgiveness of sins and hope of life in heaven please call me or meet privately with me after class
To Be Continued
Many of us have become deeply involved in watching a television program, hardly aware of the passing of time.  Just when it seems that we are reaching a pivotal moment in the action, the TV picture freezes, and at the bottom of the screen appear the words:  To Be Continued.  We realize, to our dismay that we are going to have to wait another week to find out what happens.

As Jesus was dying on the cross, one of the statements He uttered was, “It is finished.”  And certainly that was true in that He had paid the price “in full” for the sins of the world.  But there was more to come.  The resurrection of Jesus tells us that His death on the cross was not the conclusion of God’s work.  His plan was “to be continued”-and so it was three days later when Jesus rose.

We are reminded that it is only when we look back at the cross from the vantage point of the resurrection that the cross makes any sense at all.  Few people doubt that Jesus died on the cross.  Many doubt that He rose from the dead.  It is amazing that those who doubt can see any value in Jesus, any helpful lesson from His life, or any relevance in His teachings.  But when you include, as you must, the resurrection, then and only then does the story of Jesus become truly good news.  Only then do we share in the victory that Jesus secured.  We realize that death is not the end for those who trust Jesus; life is “to be continued”-with Him!

Prayer:

Use us Lord to tell others of the joy of new life in You.

Compel us to proclaim our faith boldly and to touch the lives of others.
Lord we thank You for being our Savior.
Be sensitive to what may have happened within a family in your class – be careful not to bring up personal current events.
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