May 29, 2011                                               Invest in Others                                       #210                                                                                                                          
5th lesson this month on the topic:  Taking the Lead   
1st Week: “Overcome Your Fears”; identifying and overcoming the fears that prevent us from being the spiritual leaders God wants us to be. 
2nd Week:  “Use Your Influence”; Recognize you have influence and determine to use your influence for God’s purposes and in godly ways.
3rd Week:  “Walk With God”; Walk with God in such a way that both unbelievers and believers recognize the person’s integrity and trust the person to lead.
4th Week:  “Pursue God’s Agenda”; We must live faithfully as stewards of God’s kingdom work.  We must take a stand for the truth of the gospel.  We must pursue His agenda fully and faithfully. 
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about believers’ investing themselves in and mentoring other believers.
How this lesson can impact your life: Recognize the importance of investing yourself in others and learn ways to do so.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Take the Risk” Acts 9: 26-27; Investing ourselves in others sometimes means taking a risk.
2. “Involve Others” Acts 11: 19-26; The whole church benefits when mature believers mentor new believers.  All spiritual work ultimately depends on the Holy Spirit’s enabling power.
3. “Recognize Potential” Acts 15: 36-41; We can recognize God’s potential in people by giving them second chances.  When believers fail in ministry assignments, we should work to restore them to usefulness.
Mentor (definition);

· A trusted counselor or guide.

Have you had mentors?

· I have had them at work.

· I have had them in the church.

· A pastor that took the time to help me grow spiritually.

· An elderly lady in our church that always encouraged and helped me.
Each of us is in the position to invest our lives in particular people.

· We just need love, willing hearts, patience, and sensitivity to their needs and our opportunities.

In today’s lesson, Barnabas is an excellent example of a believer who invested his life in others.

· He helped Paul in many ways.

· He defended and supported him before the apostles, who doubted that the persecutor had been converted.

· He gave Paul his first big opportunity to work in a church.

· He was the chief of those who made the Antioch church into a missionary church;

· And then became with Paul their first missionaries.

Today’s lesson will wrap up our lessons this month on leadership.
· When we overcome our fears to use our influence as we walk with God and pursue His agenda;

· We will continue to invest in others, no matter our age or life situation.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Take the Risk) Acts 9: 26-27.

Listen to what Barnabas did with Saul as these verses are being read.

The book of Acts first mentions Saul in Acts 7:58;
· Saul witnessed Stephen’s martyrdom as a Jewish mob stoned Stephen to death.

· Stephen’s death touched off a wave of persecution against the church (8:1).

· God used Philip to bring many Samaritans to faith (9: 4-8)

Saul headed for Damascus;

· Authorized to arrest any Jesus followers he found there (9: 1-2).

· As he approached Damascus, Saul experienced a vision of the risen Jesus (v 3-7).

· Blinded, Saul was led to Damascus, where he fasted for 3 days as he waited on the Lord’s instructions (v 8-9).

The Lord directed Ananias, a disciple who lived in Damascus;

· To find Saul and lay hands on him to restore his sight (v 10-12).

· Ananias protested, having heard of Saul’s reputation (v13-14).

· The Lord informed Ananias that Saul was His chosen instrument to bring the gospel to many people (v15).

Ananias obeyed;

· The Lord restored Saul’s sight, and Saul was baptized into the faith (v17-18).

· He immediately began to proclaim his faith in Christ in the Damascus synagogues (v20).

· People were amazed because they knew that only days before Saul had tried to persecute the church (v21).

As Saul continued to confound the Jews at Damascus through the Scriptures;

· They determined to kill him (v22-23).

· Saul and the disciples discovered their plot.

· The disciples helped him escape by lowering him in a large basket through an opening in the wall (v24-25.

Saul traveled southward from Damascus to Judea;

· “When he arrived in Jerusalem” (v26), he probably knew the situation he would face.

· The Jewish people were divided regarding Jesus.

· Some followed Him, some did not.

· Saul “tried to associate with the disciples” v26.

· He sought fellowship with those who loved and followed Jesus as he did.

· Unfortunately, Saul found “they were all afraid of him” v26.
They knew his reputation for persecuting the church!

· Saul had been present at Stephen’s death and had sought to arrest Christians.

· The disciples did not believe Saul was a disciple.

· Saul’s track record appeared to speak for itself!

Barnabas saw evidence of God’s work in Saul’s life;

· He recognized Saul as a true disciple and brother in the Lord.

· Barnabas was willing to take a risk and he took him and brought him to the apostles v27.

This bold action might indeed prove risky for the apostles.

· If Saul merely was using Barnabas to find Christians, the plan would have worked.

· However, Barnabas believed in Saul, and was willing to come alongside him to introduce him to other disciples.

· Barnabas testified as to “how in Damascus Saul had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus” v27.

New Christians, especially those who may have a bad reputation due to prior sins;

· Need people who will come alongside them and validate their testimony to other believers.

· Sometimes those of us who have grown up in Christian homes have a hard time believing other people have truly come to Christ when we know their past lifestyles.

· Barnabas helped the early church overcome its hesitations regarding Saul by testifying to God’s work in Saul’s life.

How can you be a “Barnabas” to a new believer?

· Is there someone you know who would benefit from your coming alongside them and providing encouragement?

· Investing in others sometimes involves taking a risk, but the risks can yield huge spiritual dividends.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Involve Others) Acts 11: 19-26.

Listen to what the church thought of Barnabas as these verses are being read.

Many disciples who had been scattered continued spreading the gospel;
· Many still did not understand God’s wider agenda to reach people of every tribe, nation, and language (Rev. 7: 9-14).

“The Lord’s hand was with them” v21;

· Reminds us that He consistently blesses the work of those who pursue His kingdom agenda.

· As a result “a large number who believed turned to the Lord” v21.

· When people do God’s work God’s way, He brings blessing.

News about people turning to Christ in such large numbers traveled fast;

· The report of this great work of God soon was heard by the church that was at Jerusalem v22.

· The Jerusalem church commissioned Barnabas to travel as far as Antioch.

In due time, Barnabas arrived at Antioch and saw the grace of God v23;

· He saw much evidence of God’s grace in the lives of these new believers.

· Both Jewish and Gentile.

· He was glad to meet the people and hear the reports, and he encouraged all of them.

Barnabas was a good man v24;

· He was also “full of the Holy Spirit and of faith” v24.

· Necessary qualities for ministry and growth in Christlikeness.

· He knew he had to depend upon the Holy Spirit to produce lasting results.

· Spiritual leaders depend on the Holy Spirit’s work, for apart from God’s Spirit working in us and through us, no eternal results will come.

People who invest themselves in others need to;

· Be sensitive to how God is working in them.

· As they observe possible talents and spiritual gifts;

· They will seek to involve new believers in ministry opportunities.

· Ministry opportunities often facilitate people’s spiritual growth.

· The whole church benefits when mature believers mentor new believers.

What believer can you involve in some significant church ministry?

· Sometimes people leave a church because the church will not allow them to lead or participate in ministry opportunities.

· Does your church have permanent committees or teams that never change?

· Believers experience some of their most significant growth during times of ministry!

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Recognize Potential) Acts 15: 36-41.

Listen to what Paul thought of Mark as these verses are being read.

Barnabas wanted to take along his cousin Mark;
· However Paul did not think it appropriate v38.

· Paul reasoned that Mark had deserted them in Pamphylia

· He had failed once and would probably fail them again.

Barnabas wanted to give Mark a second chance;

· He was more willing to forgive or at least to overlook Mark’s earlier failure.

· A sharp disagreement ensued between Paul and Barnabas, and they parted company v39.

Believers will make mistakes!

· Young believers sometimes lack the maturity to follow through on ministry assignments.

· Our goal always should be to recognize their potential and restore such people.

The Bible calls spiritual leaders to invest in others;

· Investing in others often means taking a risk because we do not know what results will come.

· As we involve others in church ministry, the whole church benefits.

· Involving others helps them grow and become mature believers.

· People will learn from their mistakes if we give then second or even third chances.

Who are the new or under-utilized believers in your church?

· Whom can you involve in a significant ministry?

· Do you know people who need a second chance?

· As God’s people invest in others, God’s work advances!

Standing Sponsor

I am convinced that Acts 9:27 is the pivotal passage in the book of Acts.  Were it not for that single adversative conjunction but at the beginning of verse 27, the book of Acts might well have ended with verse 26 on an extremely negative note.  Here is the Jerusalem church, “the mother of us all,” about to reject one of her sons-a son who, if given a chance, will do more for her and the world than any other of her illustrious children in all history.
Don DeWelt said of Barnabas, “He believed when others doubted; he loved while others were suspicious.”  Do we really believe that God’s grace is greater than man’s disgrace?

On May 10, 1993, convicted serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer repented and was baptized in a maximum-security prison in Portage, Wisconsin.  Roy Ratcliff, a minister in nearby Madison, made the initial contact, did the teaching, baptizing, and follow-up work with Dahmer until he was brutally killed by a fellow inmate on November 28, 1994.  Newsweek magazine, December 12, 1994, later reported that Ratcliff was Dahmer’s only regular visitor.

Roy testified, “since the baptism, the most frequent question I have been asked is if I believe that all of Jeffrey Dahmer’s sins have been forgiven…..’Aren’t there some sins too evil to be forgiven?’  All such questions reflect a poor understanding of the grace of God and the complete forgiveness that is available in Christ Jesus’ (One Body, Autumn 1994).

Thank God for brave souls who dare to stand sponsor for those converted from a life of sin and shame!

Prayer:

Lord help us find ways to encourage those with whom we come in contact.

Help us to see the best in people, and help us to bring out the best in people.
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