May 9, 2010                                            I Take You                                                    #155                                                                                                                            
2nd lesson this month on the topic:  I (Still) Do
1st Week: “In the Presence of God” about God creating man and woman and establishing the marriage relationship.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about understanding that God’s intention for marriage is a lifetime commitment and realizing our need for the security such a commitment fosters.
How this lesson can impact your life: Strengthen your commitment to the biblical ideal of marriage as a lifelong covenant.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “When 1+1=1”; Ever since the creation of Adam and Eve, God has intended for a man to marry a woman and for the two to become one.
2. “Covenant Connection”; No matter how much people may devalue marriage, God honors it as a binding covenant for life between husband and wife.
3. “Lifelong Commitment”; Jesus shows us God’s design for marriage as a permanent relationship between a husband and his wife that no one should try to bring to an end.
Do you remember your wedding vows?

· To take you to be my lawfully wedded husband/wife.

· To have and to hold.

· From this day forward.

· For better or for worse.

· For richer, for poorer.

· In sickness and in health.

· To love and to cherish.

· From this day forward.

· Until death do us part.
A growing number of people have the attitude that marriage doesn’t necessarily last a lifetime;

· They see divorce as a way out of a marriage that’s no fun anymore.

· They may even see living together as making more sense than being married.

God’s design for marriage hasn’t changed;

· God intends for marriage to be a lasing union.

· Today’s passages will give us a firm foundation to stand on to affirm marriage as a lifelong commitment.

Today is Mother’s Day;

· We honor our mothers, both living or in heaven.

· God created woman to be a helper.

· We all have fond memories of our mothers and the way they helped our families stay focused, and how we should love one another.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (When 1+1=1) Genesis 2:23-25.

Listen to Adam’s description of Eve as these verses are read.

God intends for marriage to be a permanent commitment between one man and one woman;

· The account of God’s creation in Genesis 2;

· Provides the foundation for insisting that God expects a couple to marry for life.

Like he had named every other creature God had created;

· He gave his new companion a name as well.

· He named her “woman.”

· She was called woman because she was “taken from man” v23.

· Their names portray the exclusive and intimate relationship God intended for them to nurture with each other.

Marriage involves a couple making lifelong commitments to each other;

· 1st A man formally separates himself from his parents and commits himself to his wife.

· He ends his primary relationship commitment with his parents.

· 2nd A man bonds with his wife.

· His wife has become his primary focus.

· He will rearrange everything in his life in order to accommodate the priority he has placed on strengthening the bond between them.

· 3rd The man and the woman become one flesh.

· When they marry they express their commitment to become identified as one.

· The idea of becoming one implies they will set out to grow together as a new entity.

The goal of becoming one involves much more than just a sexual union;

· Rather, it suggests that the couple will give serious attention to the physical, emotional, and spiritual dimensions of their relationship.

· The crucial goal of complete oneness in marriage means that the couple will work diligently to strengthen every aspect of their marriage.

· That they will trust the Lord to help them as they strive to live out their oneness in marriage.

The purity of the relationship between the first man and woman was evident in the absence of shame v25;

· They didn’t feel ashamed because they had done nothing wrong.

· God had honored their union with a sweet sense of dignity, grace, and contentment.

· Shame didn’t enter the picture because of the union God had established between them;
· It came into view because they gave into the temptation to sin against God.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Covenant Connection) Malachi 2: 13-15.

Listen to the reasons why God didn’t respect or receive the offerings as these verses are read.

Centuries later, God sent the prophet Malachi to tell His people to repent because;

· They had not taken their marriages seriously.

· They had returned from captivity and had resettled the territory around Jerusalem.

· Some of the men had divorced their wives so they could marry pagan women.

They found out how much God detested their immoral behavior;

· When they came to worship to present their offerings;

· Malachi told them that God had lost respect for their offerings;

· And that He wouldn’t receive those offerings any longer with gladness.

When God rejected the men and their gifts;

· They showed that they were shocked and insulted.

· They wanted Malachi to tell them why God had done something so offensive to them.

· God said that He had “been a witness” (v14) to the vows they had made to their wives years earlier.

· He heard them make pledges to their wives when they were younger.

· He observed the way they failed to honor their vows.

· He considered their divorces to be deceitful, disgusting acts of betrayal against their wives.

God’s response to the men’s offerings shows how much attention He pays to marriage;

· He cares deeply about the commitments we make to one another as couples.

· He watches over our marriages to guide us so we will honor our commitments over the years He gives us together as couples.

Notice how clearly God spoke about the binding nature of marriage in His response to the men;

· He reminded them again that they had “acted treacherously” v14 by betraying their wives.

· He reminded them that the women they were divorcing were their marriage partners.

· They were not possessions to be cast aside once the men no longer wanted to be married to them.

· Rather, they were participants in a marriage “covenant” with their husbands.

A marriage covenant served as a contract between a husband and a wife;

· Both had stood before God and those gathered in His presence.

· They made a formal agreement with each other.

· They pledged to devote themselves to each other for the rest of their lives.

· The men had violated their marriage covenants with their wives.

· We must take seriously the pledges we make to one another during the wedding ceremony.

· They bind us together in a covenant relationship that God intends for us to honor.

Married couples have a responsibility for taking care of their marriages;

· We have to take them seriously enough to nurture them so they will grow stronger.

· A Christian who intends to marry should remain resolute in their commitment to seek a godly believer.

· Together they can raise their children to be devoted followers of Christ.

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Lifelong Commitment) Matthew 19: 3-12.  Listen to Jesus’ answer to the Pharisee’s question as these verses are read.

When the Pharisees confronted Jesus, their question had to do with the appropriate grounds for divorce v3;
· Their debate swirled around the proper interpretation of Moses’ statement about divorce (Deut. 24: 1-4).

· Some of them argued that a man could divorce his wife only if she committed adultery.

· Others had a far more open-ended opinion.

· They believed that a man could divorce his wife for almost any reason under the sun.

Today, too many people have the same open-ended attitude about marriage;

· When times get tough in a marriage;

· They insist that the couple should look for the first opportunity to get out of it.

· A Christian perspective asserts that we should focus attention on what needs to be done in order for the couple to stay together.

Instead of letting the Pharisees lure Him into their debate;

· Jesus brought up two other Old Testament passages on marriage (Gen. 1:27 and 2:24).

· These passages clarified God’s original intention for marriage.

· From the beginning, God intended for a man and a woman to marry for life.

Jesus applied Gen. 2: 24 to the question about divorce;
· His statement provided clarity about God’s intention for marriage.

· God joined a couple together in marriage.

· He didn’t intend for anyone to separate them through divorce.

The Pharisees asked Jesus another question;

· They asked why Moses commanded the men “to give divorce papers” to their wives and then “to send them away v7.”

· To them, Moves gave them a moral loophole through which they could go to divorce their wives.

· They reasoned that a man could get rid of his wife simply by presenting her with the appropriate divorce papers.

· Today, sadly we see couples today doing the exact same thing to each other.

Although the Pharisees brought up what Moses commanded;

· They failed to mention God’s original intention for marriage.

· God created men and women for each other in marriage.

· He intends for marriage to last a lifetime.

· God’s plan for marriage involves a couple committed to each other in an indissoluble union.

Christians should also acknowledge single, celibate lifestyles for some believers;
· Also, churches should recognize the kingdom work done by single people.

· They make valuable contributions that must not be overlooked or undervalued.

God designed marriage to be a permanent, lifelong commitment;

· He had such a union in mind when He created the first man and woman.

· He stands as a witness to the vows shared by a couple on their wedding day.

· As we live out God’s design for marriage as a lifelong commitment;

· We can enjoy the unique sense of security God intends for all marriages to have.

Top of the Line

Serious car enthusiasts know the names of the finest automobiles manufactured by the major manufacturers:  Eldorado, Continental, Aurora, Imperial, Roadmaster, and others.  These are called “top of the line,” and they are roomier, safer, more luxurious, more powerful, and more comfortable than the other models.  Only a certain affluent segment of society can afford these cars, the rest of us merely fantasize about driving one.
When God created the world, He saved His best till last.  He created humans in His image and gave them dominion over the rest of creation.  Humans possess features surpassing the characteristics of all other species in the animal kingdom.  Self-consciousness and superior intelligence endow us with capabilities that are unique and unsurpassed.  We are God’s “top of the line.”  As such we exercise dominion over the earth and its inhabitants, subduing even creatures much larger, stronger, and faster than we.

We are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14).  God made us just “a little lower than the heavenly beings” and has “crowned (us) with glory and honor” (Psalm 8:5).  How else can we respond except to say, “O Lord, or Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! (Psalm 8: 1,9).

Prayer:

Lord we thank you for Your provisions and blessings to us.

We thank You for Your provisions and blessings to each of us.

We thank You for human love and companionship.

Help us in our marriages and other relationships as we strive to fulfill Your plan for our lives.
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