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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Putting Possessions in Perspective   
1st Week: “What Do You Own?” Recognizing God’s ownership of everything we have.  We are to put possessions in perspective by recognizing that God is the Owner and Giver of everything we have.
2nd Week:  “Where is Your Treasure?” Understand what real wealth is, value it above material wealth, and seek to accumulate it.
What this lesson is about: This lesson examines how to find real contentment.
How this lesson can impact your life: Find contentment by focusing your passions and goals on godly concerns rather than on material things.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Godliness-Companion of Contentment” 1Tim. 6: 6-8; True contentment is found in living a life that pleases God.  The accumulation of material possessions may lead to a momentary happiness but not to long-lasting contentment.
2. “Greed-Enemy of Contentment” 1Tim 6: 9-12; Greed blinds us from understanding and realizing contentment.  Focusing on spiritual goals rather than worldly possessions keeps one content.
3. “Faith-Key to Contentment” Phil. 4: 10-20; Contentment is a state of the heart, not a state of affairs.  Contentment is always an inside job.  It has everything to do with what is going on inside you, not what is going on outside.  It has only once source-Christ.
If you compare our living standards to most people in the world;
· We would all have to consider ourselves wealthy.

· Sometimes if we are not careful, we find ourselves saying:

· “If I only had _______ then I would be _________.

We always want what is better and what is next;

· We want a better job with better pay and a better boss.

· We want better relationships and a better car and a better house.

· We find ourselves wanting to live endlessly for the next thing-the next weekend-the next vacation-the next purchase-the next experience.
Contentment (definition);

· Satisfaction-to be satisfied

In two of Paul’s letters, 1 Timothy and Philippians;

· He spoke of the value of contentment.

· Timothy was Paul’s protégé and a leader in the church at Ephesus.

· Paul instructed Timothy in many areas of faith, one being contentment.

· Paul wrote to the church at Philippi thanking them for their financial gift that the Macedonians had made to him.

· He thanked them for the gift, but also reminded them that he had learned an important lesson about contentment.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Godliness-Companion of Contentment) 1Timothy 6: 6-8.  Listen to what we are to be content with as these verses are being read.

Paul affirmed that godliness, not wealth, is the secret to contentment;

· He addressed his words in his Letter to Timothy to those who wanted to get rich.

· True contentment is found in “godliness”

So what is godliness?

· An attitude focused on God and doing what pleases Him.

· It shows a reverence recognizing that we live each moment before God.

· Our attitude toward God results in actions that please Him.

· The more godly we become the more contented we will be.

Godliness is not just what a person does nor is it how a person looks or what a person owns;

· The problem for many of us is that we judge people based on exterior appearances.

· Godliness is the devotion of the heart that takes God and the things of God seriously.

Godliness accompanied by contentment leads to “a great gain,” or spiritual gain v6;

· True godliness promises benefits for this life and the next.

· Why is that true?

· Wealth is not lasting.  A person who depends on material possessions for peace and security will never be satisfied.

· “If we have food and clothing” (v8) we have enough.  Paul warned against a reckless pursuit of material goods.

· We need to reject the idea that accumulating material possessions leads to contentment.

Contented living is not easy in a world that;

· Values status, possessions, and wealth.

· Becoming godly requires God’s help.

· We must ask God to give us a desire for godliness.

· Intensity for God is the heartbeat of a godly person.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Greed-Enemy of Contentment) 1Timothy 6: 9-12.  Listen to what Paul says about the love of money as these verses are being read.

The opposite of contentment is a driving insecurity;
· Which causes us to “want to be rich” v9

· This want, or desire, can cause one to “fall into temptation” v9

· From God, it is a test; from Satan, it is a temptation.

· One of the greatest temptation people face is the temptation (or test) to accumulate more and more.

Greed:

· Excessive desire for more than what one needs or desires.

We have been duped into believing that greed is good;

· When in fact greed is a trap.

· The desires are foolish and harmful.

· Instead of bring gain they only produce harm, leading us into ruin and destruction v9.

Believers must avoid the trap of greed at all costs;

· To venture down this destructive path produces many pains and hurts.

· One is the opening of our hearts to Satan’s temptations and influence.

· We become deluded and deceived, leading to ruin and destruction.

· We begin to use people.

· Wealth, the accumulation of things, becomes a rival god.

Greed has two glaring consequences;

· The first is evil.  Paul stated “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil v10.

· Our attitude-our love for money-is the problem.

· The more one gets, the more one wants.

· The second is the unbelief in God.

· Craving for money leads people to wander away from the faith v10.

· Instead of finding their security in God, they turn to idolatry, trusting and placing hope in “things.”

Instead of pursuing greed;

· Paul admonished Timothy (and us) to pursue godly virtues and spiritual goals.

· We are to run from false teachings and the love of money as if something is chasing and endangering us.

· The desires of the flesh and the pride of possessions constantly hound us to give in to the worldly system based on greed.

We must pursue intentionally the specific virtues of:

· Righteousness:  upright conduct before God and others.
· Godliness:  conforming our lives to the character and person of God displayed by Jesus Christ.

· Faith:  refers to faithfulness or dependability.

· Love:  a virtue that works for the good of others over self, striving to give rather than to receive.

· Endurance:  the sticking power to stay in the race when the going is tough, knowing that one will be victorious in the end.

· Gentleness:  is power under control.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Faith-Key to Contentment) Philippians 4: 10-20.  Listen to who Paul says will supply all our needs as these verses are being read.

Paul wrote a letter to the church at Philippi;

· Expressing appreciation for their support.

· He expressed his appreciation for their financial gift.
· The gift was also an investment that would pay rich spiritual dividends.

We find financial terms in these verses;

· Profit; (or interest).

· Increasing, account, everything in full.

· The church gave materially to Paul and received spiritually from the Lord.

· God keeps the books and will never fail to pay spiritual dividends.

The profit from giving comes back to the giver;

· The gift was, finally, a sacrifice, “a fragrant offering” v18

· A welcomed surrender, pleasing to God.

· This was sacrificial language, reflecting the worshipers’ hearts as they gave from their compassion.

· The gifts were an outpouring of themselves in loving service.

But Paul did not see this gift as simply coming from the Philippian church;

· He saw it as the supply of his need;

· A gift from heaven.

· Paul’s trust was in the Lord.

Paul did not complain of his need;

· He had learned through experience to be content in whatever circumstances or condition.

· Paul knew contentment was learned.

· It wasn’t natural.

· We are not born with it.

· Contentment is not a gift; it is a disciplined habit.

Unless we draw on the deep resources of God by faith;

· We fail against the pressures of life.

· No longer need we be dependent on material things

· Our contentment is a spiritual matter found in relationship with Christ.

Contentment comes from within us and flows out of us;

· Contentment is not based on external circumstances.

· But rather on an internal source.

· It is being satisfied, having an ease of mind.

· It displays the peace that comes from knowing that God is bigger than any problem

· And that He works them all out for our good.

· Contentment looks to God, who never varies.

Thinking

The novel Silas Marner by George Eliot, first published in 1861, tells the story of a disillusioned recluse.  Marner, an active member of an evangelical church and engaged to be married, was falsely accused of theft.  His church excommunicated him, his fiancée abandoned him (actually marrying the real thief), and he relocated to a small town.  For 15 years he shut himself off from everything else except his work as a weaver, meanwhile hoarding his growing supply of gold.  Abandoned by everything he thought stable and foundational, he now found his only comfort in amassing money.  It was his driving thought, and his life became consumed by its accumulation, and he became a bitter miser.  As he thought in his heart, so he had become.

Then his money was stolen and a little orphan girl came into his life.  Now concerned for her welfare, Marner changed his life’s priorities.  As the girl blossomed into a winsome young woman, Marner earned the respect of the town.  Now consumed with the girl’s best interests, Marner’s heart changed, and his life was enriched by her live.  His money was restored as well.

Paul encourages us to think about good and lofty things.  If we think about these virtues, they will become our lifestyle as well.

Prayer:

Lord help us to be content with spiritual not material things.

Help us find contentment in our lives.
May we be satisfied with Your provision.
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