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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  It’s a Miracle!   
1st Week: “Glory Revealed” Turning water into wine revealed Jesus’ glory to His disciples and helped them believer in Him.
2nd Week:  “Forgiveness Offered” The miracle of forgiving and healing a paralyzed man revealed that Jesus alone has the authority to forgive sin. 
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about Jesus’ authority over sickness and death.
How this lesson can impact your life: Face desperate situations with hope, knowing that Jesus has power even over death.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Jesus Has Authority” Luke 7: 1-10; Because Jesus has absolute authority, we exercise wisdom when we bring our concerns to Him in faith and humility.
2. “Jesus Shows Compassion” Luke 7: 11-15; We can rest assured Jesus has a heart of compassion that prompts Him to have concern for us in our times of need.
3. “Jesus Deserves Praise” Luke 7: 16-17; When we see Jesus working in our lives to give us hope, we do well to share our praise of Him to call attention to what He has done.
What are some words or phrases that most people think would describe hope?

· Opportunity for a change.

· Potential

· Possibility

· Expectation

· Wish,

· Desire

· Wanting something

►    What keeps you up at night?

►    Where do you turn when you find yourself in a desperate situation?
Life can be full of challenging episodes;

· That sometimes brings us face to face with life and death issues.

· When we find ourselves dealing with such troubling episodes;

· We always search for something that will deliver us from despair and give us hope.

Today we will study some true-life episodes of despair;
· The healing of a centurion’s slave.

· And the raising of a widow’s son from the dead.
· We will see that hope can be found in the most difficult situations when we turn to Jesus.

· We will come to understand that when Jesus enters a situation, no matter how desperate, hope comes with Him!

As we study today the miracles Jesus performed in Luke 7;
· We will observe some of His most remarkable character traits.

· As we observe them, we will be encouraged to turn to Him when we face tough times.

· Also, we will be persuaded to point others in need to Jesus.

Our 1st Scripture text is Luke 7: 1-10 (Jesus Has Authority):

1 When He had concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered Capernaum. 2 A centurion's slave, who was highly valued by him, was sick and about to die. 3 When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to Him, requesting Him to come and save the life of his slave. 4 When they reached Jesus, they pleaded with Him earnestly, saying, "He is worthy for You to grant this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built us a synagogue." 6 Jesus went with them, and when He was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to tell Him, "Lord, don't trouble Yourself, since I am not worthy to have You come under my roof. 7 That is why I didn't even consider myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be cured. 8 For I too am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under my command. I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes; and to another, 'Come!' and he comes; and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it."9 Jesus heard this and was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following Him, He said, "I tell you, I have not found so great a faith even in Israel!"10 When those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health.

Located on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee;

· Capernaum served as a base of operations for Jesus in His Galilean ministry.

· He spent a great deal of time there and in the region preaching and teaching.

· He also performed a number of miracles too, and each of them reinforced something that He taught or preached.

One miracle in particular served Jesus well to teach His disciples about His intention to reach out to all people;

· With the miracle, He ignored the barriers that existed between the Jewish nation and other people in the region.

· Throughout Luke and Acts, one account after another confirmed the fact that Gentiles mattered to Him too.

· The miracle recorded in this Scripture text happened to be the first account of His intention to reach out to people who weren’t Jewish.

The miracle involved a “centurion” (Roman military officer) whose “slave” had become extremely ill and “about to die” v2;

· Desperate to save his slave’s life

· The centurion wanted to know if Jesus would help him.

· For that reason, “he sent some Jewish elders” to see if Jesus would heal his dying slave v3.

Being a centurion would normally make him an outsider to the Jewish people;

· They usually considered centurions and anybody else associated with the Roman army to be unworthy sinners.

· But they had a different attitude toward this centurion who owned the sick slave.

· They considered him to be “worthy” of their concern because he had been good to them v4.

· He had been responsible for the construction of a “synagogue” v4.

Notice that Jesus didn’t hesitate to go with the Jewish leaders to meet the centurion;

· He capitalized on the opportunity to show His disciples that His ministry didn’t have any boundaries.

If we follow Jesus’ example;

· We will ignore the racial, cultural, religious, and socioeconomic barriers that tend to separate us.

· When we take His Great Commission seriously;

· We cross those barriers with His love in our hearts,

· And His message of God’s love for people on our lips and in our hands.

As Jesus got closer to the centurion’s home;

· He encountered resistance.

· The centurion’s “friends” intercepted Jesus before He arrived and told Him about the centurion’s personal sense of unworthiness v6.

· He didn’t consider himself worthy to have Jesus in his house.

The centurion rooted his faith in a soldier’s understanding of “authority” v8

· As a soldier, he knew what it meant to submit to authority.

· He had been trained to obey his commander’s order, no matter when or where they were issued.

· By the same token, he knew that his words to the “soldiers under his command” would also have a distinct ring of authority v8.

In the same way, the centurion saw Jesus as a commander;

· Whose words carried absolute authority over his slave’s sickness.

· He had faith that Jesus’ words would be obeyed without question.

Jesus affirmed the centurion’s “faith” v9;

· He compared it to the faith He had seen among the people of Israel in His day.

· Jesus stated that He saw more faith in the centurion, a Gentile, than He had ever seen in all of the Jewish people He had encountered.

Soon the glad news came;

· The centurion’s slave had been healed!

· Jesus had demonstrated authority over sickness.

· He also exerted His authority over sickness for the sake of Gentiles as well as Jews v10.

Our 2nd Scripture text is Luke 7: 11-15 (Jesus Shows Compassion):

11 Soon afterwards He was on His way to a town called Nain. His disciples and a large crowd were traveling with Him. 12 Just as He neared the gate of the town, a dead man was being carried out. He was his mother's only son, and she was a widow. A large crowd from the city was also with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said, "Don't cry."14 Then He came up and touched the open coffin, and the pallbearers stopped. And He said, "Young man, I tell you, get up!"15 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother.

This miracle reminds us that the Lord responds to many of our needs without our even asking;
· A crowd followed Jesus.

· As they approached Nain (NAYN), they encountered a funeral procession.

· A weeping widow was on her way to bury her only son.

Jesus immediately “had compassion” on the woman v13;

· The word translated “compassion” is used in the NT to indicate concern that results in action.

· Jesus acted by stopping the funeral procession.

· Jesus said, “Young man, I tell you, get up!” v14

· The son was restored to life!

Today, the growing number of widows and widowers reminds us;

· That we are all mortal.

· When two have become one and then one of the pair dies;

· The one left rightly feels as though part of him or her also has died.

· Jesus’ restoring the son to life reflects this biblical concern for widows, a concern we also should share.

 In what ways can we minister to people who have sick friends or family members or who grieve the loss of a loved one?
· How can we help without intruding when our help has not been requested?

Observe a few unique features of this miracle;

· The widow didn’t ask Jesus to bring her son back to life.

· In fact, she didn’t ask Jesus to do anything.

· His “compassion” for her prompted Him to exert His authority over death.

· Jesus didn’t say anything about restoring life to her son because of her faith.

· Instead, His “compassion” alone moved Him to perform the miracle.

These features provide us with a couple of insights into the way the Lord expects us to minister to people;

· We express our concern for hurting individuals and families even though they may not ask us for help at all.

· Knowing that someone is hurting should be enough to move us to help them!

· We can trust Jesus to exert His authority over life and death on our behalf.

· Because of His authority we can rest assured that we will experience our own resurrection one day.

· In heaven we will rejoice over the reality that eternal life has been given to us by Jesus our Lord!

Our last Scripture text is Luke 7: 16-17 (Jesus Deserves Praise):

16 Then fear came over everyone, and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has risen among us," and "God has visited His people." 17 This report about Him went throughout Judea and all the vicinity.

The scene shifted from the widow, her son, and the pallbearers to;

· The crowd that had gathered and watched the miracle happen before their eyes.
· Because all of them had seen Jesus bringing a corpse back to life;

· No one could ever doubt that He had absolute authority over death.

· No one would ever be able to say that Jesus lacked compassion for hurting people.

Having seen the miracle, a holy fear gripped everyone there;

· “Fear” (respect-reverence-awe-wonder)

· Observe that their fear didn’t make them run from the scene because they thought they were about to be terrorized.

· Quite the opposite, it gave them a sense of awe resulting from their awareness of God’s presence in the miracle they had just witnessed.

The fear that swept over them moved them so that “they glorified God” for the miracle they had seen v16;

· “Glorified” (praised-honored-adored-exalted)

· Their sense of awe gave way to sincere worship.

· They began to give God the credit for raising the young man from the dead.

Like the people in the crowd outside Nain;

· Christians today can rejoice about the way God consistently shows up in our times of need.

· We don’t serve a deity who is distant and unconcerned about us.

· The Bible teaches us that the God we worship gets intimately involved in the lives of His people.

· He’s always present to help us.

· The ultimate expression of His intimate involvement in our lives in Jesus Christ.

· With the sacrifice of His Son for us, God has demonstrated His undying love and constant care for us!

The miracles we studied today inspire us to;

· Trust Jesus and to face our tough situations with hope.

· Because He has authority over everything;

· Including life and death;

· You can place your faith in Him to be able to help you.

· Because of His compassion, you can rest assured that His heart goes out to you.

· Turn to Him in the awareness that when He enters a situation, you can have hope.

· Recognize He deserves praise for who He is and what He does.

· Even when you face desperate situations.

Loved for Life
If you have been married for more than two months, you know about ups and downs in a relationship.  You and your mate may love each other with all of your souls.  You may be devoted with all of your hearts.  However, this does not prevent you from becoming frustrated with each other and feeling estranged.

In tough times, you may wonder why your mate does not show more thoughtfulness toward you and seems uninterested in fulfilling your needs.  Part of the problem is that your whole focus is on yourself.  Shifting your focus can help heal a relationship.

We also get frustrated with God when we feel He is not meeting our needs.  We whine in our prayers when He is (apparently) silent.  A change from this self-centeredness can build a stronger relationship with God.  Life is not primarily about us.  “God…created all things by Jesus Christ”  to the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ephesians 3: 9-11).

The primary purpose of our lives is to display God’s wisdom.  When you feel frustrated with God, when you feel your Rock has forgotten you, shift your focus!  Hold on to your faith.  This will honor God and help you!

Prayer:

Lord, thank you for the great hope we have in You and in Your power over sickness and death.   
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