August 9, 2009                              Have You Found Your Place?                              #116                                                                                                                            
2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Finding and Following God’s Will
1st Week:  “Do You See the Big Picture?”; The big picture is that God wants all to be saved, to be holy, and to pursue good.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about discovering one’s place of service in God’s will.
How this lesson can impact your life: Affirm God has a place of service for you in fulfilling His will.  Discover God uses those who are willing to use their God-given abilities to honor Him.  Decide to honor the Lord in whatever you do.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Use Your God-Given Abilities”; God gives everyone talents and abilities which He desires and expects to be used for His glory.  God has a purpose for the life of every individual and He provides the necessary means for each person to fulfill his or her purpose.
2. “Open Yourself to a Divine Calling”; Through blessed with gifts and created with purpose, God does not force us to do things His way.
3. “Honor the Lord in Whatever You Do”; We do, however, act in the will of God when we do everything in the name of Christ.
A 2007 Lifeway survey revealed that;
· A little over a third of the church going people surveyed made a serious attempt to discover God’s will for their lives.

· To what degree do you desire to know and do God’s will?

· Our lesson today suggests 3 principles to assist us in discovering the place of service God has for us.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Use Your God-Given Abilities) Exodus 35:30-36:1).  Listen to the gifts God gave Bezalel (BEHZ uh lehl) and Oholiab (oh HOH lih ab).
One of the most important eras of early Israelite history centered upon the construction of the tabernacle;

· Soon after Moses had received the commandments, judgments, and ordinances from God, the Lord spoke to him again.

· God instructed Moses to build the tabernacle to serve as a sanctuary for Him.

· That He might dwell among His people.

Moses reported to “the Israelites” about two specific skilled craftsmen whom the Lord appointed by name (v30);
· Bezalel was filled…with God’s Spirit. v31

· This means that God set Bezalel apart for this specific task.

· He gifted him in a way that ensured he had the ability to complete the task.

· God gave him the “wisdom, understanding, and ability in every kind of craft” to ensure the requirements were met. v31

· Bezalel walked in God’s will as he used God’s gifts to God’s glory.

The next person mentioned in our text by name was Oholiab;

· His name means “tent of the father.”

· God’s plan for this individual’s life was set in motion from the time he was given his name.

Today, we may not have a great godly leader like Moses that mentions us by name or be named after our life’s calling, but;

· We are still gifted by God with specific gifts and abilities for specific reasons and purposes.

· God gifts everyone in unique ways.

· He expects us to use the gifts He provides to us.

· When we use the gifts He has given to His glory, we can rest assured that we are firmly rooted in God’s will for our lives.

The problem arises when we decide to use God’s gifts for our own personal desires as opposed to God’s desires;

· What if Bezalel would have spoken up and said, “Moses, I appreciate the offer, but I can make more money creating other artistic works?”
Unfortunately many believers have this very attitude every single day;

· They may be using their God-given talents.

· But doing so in a manner contrary to how God wants them to be used.

· What about you?

· What abilities and gifts has God blessed you with?

· How are you using these abilities and gifts to glorify God?

Note that God gave Bezalel and Oholiab further responsibilities;

· He also gave both…the ability to teach others. v34

· A much greater responsibility rested on their shoulders.

· They had to do their crafts to God’s glory showing others how to do the same.

For Sunday school teachers and leaders today, it’s the same situation;

· We are in positions to teach others how to use their gifts and talents to God’s glory.

· We cannot take this task lightly.

· In James 3:1 we find where James writes:  “Not many should become teachers, my brothers, knowing that we will receive a stricter judgment.”

· We must be prepared.

· We must correctly understand the words and doctrines of God.

· We must continuously remain within the bounds of God’s will for our lives.

Our role first consists of making sure that we are using our God-given abilities and gifts for God’s glory;

· And also to help others to both understand the importance of using their talents for God’s glory.
· And to show them how to accomplish this feat.

Just as the Lord gave Bezalel and Oholiab wisdom and understanding to know how to do all the work of constructing the sanctuary (36:1);

· He gives us the wisdom and understanding to do great things for His kingdom as well.

· When we recognize what these great things are, use our talents and abilities to pursue these things, and show others how to join us, we can be confident we are living within the will of God.
Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Open Yourself to a Divine Calling) Jeremiah 1: 4-8.  Listen to Jeremiah’s reason for not being able to speak to others about God.

What did God reveal of His knowledge about Jeremiah, even before his birth?

· I knew you.
· I set you apart.
· I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.
What were Jeremiah’s excuses, God’s responses and promises?

	Jeremiah’s Excuses
	God’s Responses and Commands

	· I don’t know how to speak v6
· I’m only a child (too young) v6
	· Don’t say you are only a child v7
· I put my words in your mouth v8
· don’t be afraid v8
· I am with you and will rescue you v8
· go to everyone I send you to v7
· say whatever I command you v7
· appoint you over nations v5


What other kinds of excuses or fears do we sometimes give when appointed to a ministry task?

· I’m scared; afraid I’ll mess up and be embarrassed.
· I’ve never done that before.
· I don’t have time, I’m too busy.
· Others can do it so much better.
How does God’s reassurance to Jeremiah (and to us) help and encourage?

· We are not alone in doing the task.
· God promises to give the skill we feel like we lack.
· If we mess up, God will rescue us … maybe even use the mistake to touch someone’s life in a special way.
How do excuses rob us of the blessings that result from faithful service?

· Serving the Lord is one of the purposes for which God saved us.
· What a privilege to be a “tool” for God, to be his partner in ministering to people’s lives.
· If I use excuses and not respond to a task or ministry, then I don’t get to experience God’s power at work through me in that way.
· You don’t get to see the Fruit of the Spirit growing, being displayed.
· You miss out on seeing the joy of those to whom you would minister.
Note that God explicitly called Jeremiah to a task.  We think of him like we do the called staff in a church.  But … how is the work of Christ strengthened by believers who are called to serve in secular vocations?

· We multiply the efforts of church staff.
· We are in places that they may never go to (workplace, neighbor’s home, kids’ sports venues, etc.).
· We are sometimes more believable than a professional Gospel minister because we live “in the trenches” with those to whom we minister.
( ALL believers are set apart for service … we place different values on certain callings.
                                                                   … God values them all the same.
Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Honor the Lord in Whatever You do) Colossians 3: 16-17.  Listen to whose name we are suppose to do everything for.

“Let the message about the Messiah dwell richly among you.” (v16);

· Paul, writing to the Colossian church, affirmed the central truth of Christianity.

· Each and everything we do should be done in light of Christ.

Paul provided 3 specific ways in which we are to keep the message of the Messiah in the forefront of our minds;

· 1st : the message should spread the teaching and admonishing of one another in all wisdom. v16

· All instruction and guidance we provide should be undergirded by the message of Christ.
· No knowledge would be possible apart from the sustaining work of God.

· 2nd : the message of Christ should impact the singing of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. v16

· The real question is what makes a song truly about Christ?

· Many popular songs today have lyrics that mention Christ, but the real focus of the song is about people.  We need to be sure that our worship truly is centered on the truth of Christ.

· 3rd : the message of the Messiah should enable the dwelling of gratitude in our hearts v16.  We must remember that we are nothing but sinners headed for destruction apart from the saving grace of Christ.

· This truth alone should be enough to maintain continued thankfulness to God.

Paul emphasized that;

· Whatever we do, in word or in deed, we are to do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus.

· God is the alpha and omega.

· The beginning and the end.

· This truth exists not only universally, but personally as well.

· The sooner we realize the fact that Christ is to be the focal point of our lives and we strive to honor Him in every aspect of our daily living, the sooner we will be able to continuously walk in the will of God.
The Man Who Came Back From the Dead
When a guest minister came to a certain church one Sunday to preach, the people asked him, “Would you like to meet a man who came back from the dead?”  They then introduced him to an older man in the congregation.  They explained that some time ago the man had become very ill and was taken to the hospital, where he was declared dead.  Then someone noticed a slight movement.  Quickly doctors resuscitated the man, who soon became known as “the man who came back from the dead.”

Of course, these people understood that their friend was not really dead, though he was certainly near death.  Only Jesus is honored as the One who really came back from the dead.

In a spiritual sense, however, all Christians have come back from the dead.  We died to sin.  Our old person was buried with Christ in baptism (Col. 2:12), and a new person was raised up.  We are now declared “risen with Christ (Col. 3:1).  As He came back from physical death we have come back from spiritual death-and the same power is responsible for both events!  Now that resurrection power lives in us, enabling us to live as Christ lived.

We ought to remind ourselves from time to time of the radical difference Christ has made in our lives.  We are indeed people who have come back from the dead.

Prayer:

Lord, help us to be committed to full-life Christian service.

Help us fix our minds on “those things which are above”

Help us get rid of all that displeases You.

Help us embrace all that pleases You.
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