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4th lesson this month on the topic:  God’s Christmas Songs
1st Week: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”; How we need significance, shepherding, and salvation in our lives.  We need to have faith in God when we are under siege.
2nd Week:  “Joy to the World”; Believers who experience joy (deep, settled confidence of abiding in God’s grace) acknowledge His greatness by words and lifestyle.
3rd Week:  “Go Tell it on the Mountain”; Receive through Christ forgiveness of sin, freedom from defeat, and a mission with eternal value.
What this lesson is about: This lesson uses Paul’s hymn of the incarnation of Christ to teach about humility.
How this lesson can impact your life: Understand that the incarnation and exaltation of Christ form the basis of Christian living, and follow Christ’s model by humbly serving others.
Our lesson outline today covers 4 topics:

1. “Glory to the Newborn King”; Christians are to have Christ’s mind-set.  Christ modeled humility for us by voluntarily giving up heaven’s glories, becoming human, choosing a servant role, and willingly dying on the cross for people’s salvation.
2. “Veiled in Flesh”; Because Christ gave Himself for us and received God’s exaltation, He deserves to be worshiped by all creation.
3. “Christ by Highest Heaven Adored”; In the future, everyone will acknowledge Jesus Christ is Lord, either gladly or grudgingly; thus, believers are to be busy bringing people to Christ now.
4. “Hail the Heaven-Born Prince of Peace”; Christians are to follow Christ’s model by serving others.

When do you take down your Christmas tree?

· People usually pick different dates to remove their tree and decorations.

· The gifts have been opened, the company is gone.

· All that is left of the turkey is one thigh and a wing.

· Most people are ready to take down the tree and decorations and get back to the business of everyday living.

Think for a moment and see if sometimes you “put away” the joy and excitement of the real reason we celebrate Christmas;

· Do we sing Christmas carols and then forget that Christ was truly the long-expected Messiah?

· Does our life reflect “Joy to the World?”

· Do we tell this wonderful story to those around us?
· Do we follow Jesus’ model of humble service to others all year long or just at Christmas time when we are in the spirit of giving?
In Paul’s letter to the Philippians we find some counsel that can help our lives reflect the true meaning of Christmas every day of our lives.

Think of as many synonyms for the word humble as you can;

· Examples:  meek-weak-timid-shy-modest-unassuming-passive.
· Most people in our society would agree with the majority of these examples.

· In a culture in which self-assertiveness is a desirable trait some people pay to acquire.

· Humility is seldom considered an attractive quality.

· Generally people use the term aggressive in a more positive and complimentary manner than they use the word humble.
What is the Christian concept of humility?  First consider what it is not;

· It is not considering oneself as inferior to or worth less than others.

· It is not denying strengths and spiritual gifts.

· It is not allowing others to use one as a door mat.

· It is not consistently deflecting compliments for efficient, hard work.

To the contrary, humility is;

· Having a realistic assessment of one’s worth.
· It is freedom from conceit and arrogance that comes from believers properly evaluating themselves.

· A humble Christian is concerned more about pleasing God than about gaining prestige.

Today’s lesson outline headings are from the hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”

· The hymn celebrates the incarnation

· God is coming among humans in Jesus Christ.

· The hymn stresses Christ’s preexistence and true humanity and humility.

What does Christmas have to do with humility?

· Mary and Joseph were common people.

· Jesus was born in a stable.

· Jesus was born in a small town.

· Common shepherds were the first to hear of Jesus’ birth.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Glory to the Newborn King) Philippians 2: 5-6.  Listen to who we should make our attitudes like in these verses.

Paul began his letter with a greeting to the church in Philippi;
· Then he expressed thanks for the Philippian Christians and included a prayer for them.

· He informed them about his situation in prison, his desire to honor Christ.

· His hope for his release.

· He challenged them to remain faithful, unified, and courageous in holding to and sharing the gospel. (good advice for all our churches today)

Paul began to address his deep concern for the Philippian church;

· A difference of opinion between two women members threatened the church’s unity (we had a previous SS lesson about this).

· Paul wrote to head off a fracture in the fellowship.

· He appealed to them to fulfill his joy by being unified.

· To take care of their interests while looking out for one another’s interests.

Christian living must have a theological foundation;

· Philippians 2: 5-6 reveals Paul’s concern for both.

· The apostle presented Christ as the model by whom the Philippian Christians were to pattern their lives (as well as each of us).

Paul urged believers in the church to have Christ’s attitude;

· Christians were to adopt Christ’s disposition, spirit, or approach.

· Paul wanted them (and us) to activate among them (us) the mindset they (we) had received as believers.

· They (we) were to be “like-minded” with Christ.

Today, we should not be impressed with worldly status or position;

· But we should have the same humble attitude as Christ as we serve others.

· Jesus taught His disciples that greatness consists of being a servant.

· Believers are to offer the visible witness of humble service in Christ’s spirit.

Selfish ambition can ruin a church;

· But genuine humility can build it.

· Being humble involves having a true perspective about ourselves.

· It does not mean that we should put ourselves down.

· Before God, we are sinners, saved only by God’s grace.

· But we are saved and therefore have great worth in God’s kingdom.

· We are lay aside selfishness and treat others with respect and courtesy.

· Considering others’ interest as more important than our own links us with Christ.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Veiled in Flesh) Philippians 2: 7-8.

Listen to how Christ humbled Himself in these verses.

Christ emptied Himself v7;

· This does not mean He gave up His deity when He became human.

· Christ was the God-Man, fully divine and fully human.

· At no point did He cease to be Deity.

· His miraculous conception and birth took nothing away from His deity, it only added humanity.

Christ voluntarily assumed the form (nature) of a slave;

· He took on the essential attributes of one who served others.

· His ministry actions expressed the reality of His servant-hood.

As God in human flesh, Christ humbled Himself;

· Instead of trading on His deity.

· He chose to become obedient to the Father’s will.

· He said to His disciples “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to finish His work (John 4:34.

· To Jews who opposed Him, He said, “I do not seek my own will, but the will of Him who sent Me (5:30).

Christ’s death was not merely any type of death;

· It was death on a cross v8

· The most excruciating means of execution devised to that time.

· It was employed to put to death slaves and criminals.

· It was designed to torture and dehumanize the individual as he died.

Reflect on the model of humility Christ gave us;

· He was Deity, but did not selfishly clutch His deity to Himself.

· He exchanged the glories of heaven to come as one of us.

· He chose the role of a servant.

A favorite hymn is “The Old Rugged Cross.”
· This hymn captured the suffering and shame Christ endured as His blood stained His cross.

· “The dear Lamb of God left His glory above/To bear (the old rugged cross) to dark Calvary.”

· Christ willingly “suffered and died/To pardon and sanctify” sinners.

· Today we should be willing to obey God even when doing so involves self-sacrifice.

Someone read our 3rd group of scripture verses (Christ by Highest Heaven Adored) Philippians 2:9.  Listen to the name God gave Jesus.

Because Christ was obedient to the extent of dying on a cross;

· God highly exalted Him.

· God exercised His creative power to raise Christ from the dead.

· He changed apparent defeat into awe-inspiring victory.

· God’s exaltation of Christ contrasted sharply to the self-chosen humiliation Christ endured in being crucified.

God not only exalted Christ;

· But also gave Him the name that is above every name.

· What name did the hymn have in mind?

· Suggestions are:  Jesus, Jesus Christ, Jehovah, and Son of God.

In the thought of Paul’s day;

· A person’s name stood for the individual.

· It was synonymous with character.

· Jesus’ superlative name expressed His identity or character-who He is.

· He is Deity; and He is sovereign.

Paul’s hymn emphasized that Christ deserves to be worshipped by all creation;

· All people should worship and exalt Jesus in their daily lives.

· Charles Wesley wrote that Jesus’ name calms fears and banishes sorrows.

· It is music to sinners.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Hail the Heaven-Born Prince of Peace) Philippians 2: 10-11.  Listen to what every knee and tongue should do at the name of Jesus.

At some future point, most likely at Christ’s return in glory;

· All people will recognize His lordship.

· They will bow before him as an act of honoring Him.

· This does not mean everyone will be saved.

· Everyone will acknowledge who Jesus is.

· Believers will bow in worship of their Savior and Lord.

· Unbelievers will bow because they are faced with the irrefutable evidence that Jesus indeed is Lord.

· Believers will bow willingly and gladly.

· Unbelievers will bow because they must.

Recognition of Christ’s lordship will be universal;

· Heaven’s hosts will worship Him.

· People alive at His return will acknowledge His sovereignty.

· As well as those “under the earth.”

· The three groups of worshippers represent all people everywhere.

· All creation will pay respect to Jesus’ majesty and power.

Every tongue is another way to refer to every person;

· Everyone will declare Jesus’ lordship openly.

· The word “confess” has the concept of an open acknowledgment.

· All people everywhere will say the same thing God says about His Son.

· Jesus is sovereign.

· Acclamation of Jesus’ victory and authority will be universal.

All people acknowledging that Jesus the Messiah is Lord will;

· Resound to the glory of God the Father v11

· Christ’s humiliation and exaltation fulfilled God’s redemptive purpose and brought honor in Him.

God wants people to understand that trusting and confessing Christ as Lord now;

· Is the only way to gain a right standing before God.

· Believers should grasp the urgency of helping others confess Christ while salvation is available.

· We can joyfully announce that He is “light and life to all He brings”

· That He was born to give (people) second birth.

Humility is not a denial of strength;

· But is a healthy view of self that affirms abilities and maximizes those abilities for Christ.

· Humility is far removed from self groveling.

· It is nurturing and harnessing strengths we use in serving God through serving others.

· How closely are you following Christ’s model of humbly serving others?

The Form of a Servant

Years ago, if you were ever in the historical district of Charleston, South Carolina, a little after seven o-clock in the morning you would have seen an old man carrying a plastic grocery bag.  If you followed him for his two-mile walk, you would have seen him picking up the trash with which people have littered the streets the night before.  You may then find it hard to believe that this volunteer trash collector was James J. Kilpatrick-one of the most widely read columnists in America.  His column is in scores of newspapers, and he is considered an authority on the English language.  He is financially secure.  Yet he does not think it beneath his dignity to help clean up the streets of his beloved city.

How often people will refuse to do work that needs to be done in a community, a school, or even the church!  No doubt the people who dropped the trash in the streets were far less gifted than Kilpatrick.  No doubt he cleaned up after people who make a lot less money than he does, and who will never know the fame he enjoys.
Of course, this kind of humble service is very minor compared with what Jesus did when He “took upon Him the form of a servant.”  Certainly our imitation of Christ will always pale beside His example.  Still, we can and should learn much from that example.  Jesus stooped to wash His disciples’ feet.  He stooped to cook their breakfast beside the sea.

Someone has wisely observed, “Only the strong can stoop.”  What have you done lately to “stoop” and help another in need?

Prayer:

Lord encourage us to serve You as a humble servant.

Thank You for Your grace and goodness to us.

May we be ever mindful to spread Your gospel message to everyone that needs to hear it.
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