May 10, 2009                         Hannah:  Ideals of Motherhood                                  #103                                                                                                                            
2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Profiles in Character
1st Week:  “Barzillai: Growing Old Gracefully”; how we are suppose to help people when we can; realistically evaluate our capacities; be a champion for the next generation; and leave behind a good memory
What this lesson is about: The story of Hannah reveals some of the characteristics of a godly mother and the concerns she should have for her children.
How this lesson can impact your life: Discover some characteristics of a godly mother-indeed, of all godly parents.
Our lesson outline today covers 4 topics:

1. “Hannah’s Sorrow”; deep longing for children and recognition that they are gifts of the sovereign Lord
2. “Hannah’s Supplication”; sincere willingness to pray to the Lord for children
3. “Hannah’s Sacrifice”; surrender of the children’s future to the Lord’s service
4. “Hannah’s Song”; worshipful praise to the Lord of Hosts for who He is and what He does.

I remember how special Mother’s Day was to me growing up and the way we recognized mothers in church;
· If your mother was living, you received a red rose to wear in church

· If you mother was with the Lord, you received a white or yellow rose

· We recognized the youngest mother in attendance that day

· We also recognized the oldest mother

· We even recognized the mother with the most children with her that day

· It seems that a lot of churches no longer carry out this tradition any more
Most people appreciated this special emphasis on mothers in our churches, but some people refuse to attend church on Mother’s Day for various reasons;
· Some say it is to sentimental

· Others say they are distressed because they or women they know are unable to have children
Today’s Mother’s Day lesson considers the concerns a godly mother has for her children;

· The characteristics of her life

· How she differs from others

· The Bible doesn’t tell us how Hannah reared, corrected, or trained her children

We do see in today’s lesson a view of Hannah as a woman who personified some of the ideals of motherhood such as;

· Her longing for a child

· Asking the Lord for a child

· Committing the child to the Lord

· Sacrificially presenting the child for a lifetime of service to the Lord

· Praising the Lord for who He is and what He does

Do you know people this Mother’s Day who;

· Cannot have children?
· Did not have a godly mother as an example?
· Lost a mother to death?
· Had an abortion?
· We all need to be sensitive to those who, like Hannah, may be hurting this Mother’s day

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Hannah’s Sorrow) 1 Samuel 1: 1-2, 10.

Listen to what the difference was between the two wives. (v2)

Hannah was the first of two wives to Elkanah (el-KAY-nuh);
· Hannah had no children

· That may have been the reason Elkanah married Peninnah (pih-NIN-uh)

· Having more than one wife was not God’s original intention

· It was tolerated, but not encouraged

Because Peninnah had children she;

· Taunted Hannah about her lack of fertility (v6 not in our lesson text)

· This caused Hannah great sorrow

· All sorrows are compounded when other taunt us for what we lack

We need to be sensitive today to women and couples who do not and cannot have children;

· Some may be struggling with the matter of childlessness

· These passages nowhere suggest Hannah’s childlessness was related to a spiritual deficiency in her or her husband

· Married couples today have help they can utilize through the marvel of modern medicine

· Ultimately, as believers, we should place our confidence in the Lord’s sovereignty as Creator and Giver of life when we experience this type of problem

Elkanah went regularly to worship the Lord at Shiloh;
· Shiloh was the location of the tabernacle and ark of the covenant at that time

· By law of that time, all men of Israel were to attend 3 annual feasts at the sanctuary

· Elkanah regularly attended at least one of these festivals with his wives and children

At Shiloh, Elkanah showed his love for his children and both wives by (not in our lesson text today);

· Providing them a portion of the meat that had been offered as a sacrifice to God

· He had a beloved wife who was barren

· He demonstrated his special love for Hannah by giving her a “double portion” of the meat from the sacrifice

· This act caused the other wife (Peninnah) to taunt Hannah even more

· Hannah was so upset she could would not eat 

· Elkanah was concerned and stressed to her that he was better to her than 10 sons would be v8

Hannah’s husband’s kind actions and words did not ease her distress;

· She left the meal and went to the Lord’s tabernacle (v9 not in our lesson text)

· There she prayed to the Lord and wept with many tears (v10 in our lesson text)

Hannah’s action reminds us that when we are in deep sorrow we should;

· Take our burden to our caring Heavenly Father

· We can be sure He wants us to turn to Him for help

· He is the only One who can truly heal our broken hearts

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Hannah’s Supplication) 1 Samuel 1: 11, 17-18.  Listen to the promise Hannah made if her prayer was answered (v11)
Hannah earnestly prayed to the Lord;
· She referred to herself as the Lord’s servant 

· She referred to herself this way 3 times in verse 11 (handmaid means servant)

· This emphasized her position of absolute surrender to God

Hannah made a vow;

· If the Lord would deal with her affliction

· And remember her by giving her a child

· She would give him back so he could serve the Lord all the days of his life v11

In considering Hannah’s prayer we must be careful not to bargain with God;

· We can make our requests known

· We can offer our intentions

· But we must always do so trusting His sovereign will in our lives
Hannah’s vow indicates that a relationship with the Lord involves;

· Not only asking and receiving

· But also offering and giving

· Most women who had suffered not having a child would not give the child up once born

· Hannah was willing to do so and in faith had already done so

Eli, the priest, thought from Hannah’s actions that she was drunk (not in our lesson text);

· She explained that she was a woman with a broken heart v15

· That she was simply pouring out her heart before the Lord

· Eli was convinced and told her to go in peace v17

· Eli also prayed that God would grant her petition

Hannah took Eli’s response as God’s positive response to her request for a son;

· She went back to her family

· She ate her meal

· She no longer appeared downcast v18

Hannah seemed to realize what all parents should know;

· That the Lord alone gives life

· That all children are a gift from Him

· That we need to commit ourselves, our family situations, and all members of our family to Him

· We need to trust Him to bring His perfect will to our lives

Someone read our 3rd group of scripture verses (Hannah’s Sacrifice) 1 Samuel 1: 21-28.

Listen to why Hannah did not go with her husband to the annual sacrifice (v22)

The Lord remembered Hannah as she had asked in verse 11;

· She conceived and gave birth to a son (v20 not in our lesson text)

· She named him “Samuel” which means “name of God”

It was time again for Elkanah and his household to go to Shiloh to worship and make their annual sacrifice;

· Hannah explained to him that she wanted to stay home with Samuel until he was weaned v22

· At that time, she would take him to appear in the Lord’s presence and stay there permanently v22

· Her husband accepted her plan and believed the Lord would enable Hannah to fulfill her vow/promise

Then the time came for Hannah to wean Samuel;

· She informed her husband that she was ready to go to Shiloh and present their child for lifelong service to the Lord

Her husband could have denied her vow and maintained control of his son;

· But he refused to do so

· Instead, he supported her and confirmed her vow

· This act shows how important for both parents to support each other involving family matters

They took Samuel to the Lords house v24;
· They also took a 3 year old bull

· Two and one-half gallons of flour, and a jar of wine

· They slaughtered the bull and brought the boy to Eli v25

They dedicated Samuel to lifelong service to the Lord;

· God gives us children

· We can in turn give them back to Him

· When they mature, our children are responsible for giving themselves to the Lord

· We as parents need to pray that they be committed to the Lord

· If they are, we can rejoice and celebrate their commitment

· If they are not, we must continue to pray that they come to know Jesus

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Hannah’s Song) 1 Samuel 2: 1-2.

Listen to the focus of Hannah’s prayer.

Hannah was inspired by the Holy Spirit to sing a song of praise to God;

· For who He is

· For what He had done for her

· For showing her that He was a righteous judge to her

· She knew that God had “brought down the proud” (Peninnah)

· She also knew that God had exalted the humble (herself)

Today, all of us likewise should respond to God in praise when we experience blessings and answers to our prayers;

· We should thank God for His uniqueness and holiness

· Like Hannah, we should delight in the Lord rather than in what he has given us

· We should always worship the Giver, not the gift

· We should never fail to appreciate the gift also

Hannah was our second “Profiles in Character”, our lesson theme this month.  She showed us the characteristics of godly motherhood with her;

· Deep longing for children and recognition that they are gifts of God

· Sincere willingness to pray to the Lord for children

· Surrender of the children’s futures to the Lord’s service

· Worshipful praise to the Lord for who He is and what He does

Letting Go

A lady said that when she was young there was in her family a vase that was a cherished heirloom.  It had been handed down through the family.  It occupied a special place of honor in the living room.  One day she broke the vase.  Her mother came running.  There was no anger in the mother’s eyes.  “Are you hurt?” she asked as she picked up the child.  Recalling that event the lady said, “That day I discovered that I was the family treasure.”

Samuel must have known that he was the family treasure.  He must have become aware at some time in his life that it had not been easy for his parents to keep his mother’s vow and give him wholly to the Lords’ service.  Today’s parents might not find it easy to see their adult children go off to the mission field-taking the grandchildren with them-for years at a time.  Unwed mothers do not find it easy to give up their children to adoptive parents who can provide a better home.  But when people put God’s plans ahead of their personal desires, great things can happen.

In today’s lesson a father and mother make the greatest possible sacrifice when they give Samuel to the Lord to grow up in the tabernacle.  But their unselfish act was good for all concerned for the family, for the child, and for the people of God.  As a result, Samuel’s godly influence reverberates through time and history.  And it all began when two loving and faithful parents decided to honor a vow to God.  What sacrifice is God asking you to make for Him today?
Prayer:

Lord please bless all mothers and help their husbands and children honor them today and every day.
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