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5th lesson this month on the topic:  Stepping Up to Serve
1st Week:  “Be Aware”; We need to look for the need and ask questions to help us better understand the problems that need to be addressed.
2nd Week: “Prepare”; We need to plan and prepare to carry out our service to God; we need to engage others to help with that plan
3rd Week:  “Don’t Despair”; We need to maintain confidence in God when others question our motives for service; we need to ask God for help to overcome our obstacles.
4th Week:  “Clear the Air”; how we are to listen carefully to others to understand their problems; find ways to confront wrongdoing; sacrifice personal gain to protect God’s honor, to set an example in both word and deed.
What this lesson is about: Nehemiah faced efforts, both external and internal, to intimidate him and distract him from finishing the task.  Nehemiah avoided those efforts, focused on serving the Lord, and saw the work completed and his enemies discouraged.
How this lesson can impact your life: Determine to remain focused on the work until you have seen it through to completion.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Avoid Distraction”; people who desire to step up and serve the Lord usually face distractions and possible discouragement.  We should look to God for strength when we face distractions because we never want to leave His work half done.
2. “Ignore Naysayers”; we must remain confident in what God calls us to do, even in the face of naysayers. (naysayer:  one who denies, refuses, opposes, or is skeptical about something
3. “See the Work to Completion”; if God’s people focus on a common task He calls them to do, God can do a great work through them in a relatively short time.  Completion of God’s work follows persistence in God’s work.
Students in school usually;

· Do well on every aspect of a course or subject
· Do well on written projects but not so well on exams

· Do fine on exams but not as well on written projects

· Those who struggle sometimes lack the aptitude to achieve good grades

· Others take too many courses at once

· The common factor among all those who succeed is persistence

We as adults often find it easy to get excited about a new project;

· It could be a diet or exercise program

· A home improvement project

· A new ministry

· Sometimes it doesn’t take long for our initial enthusiasm to wear off

· Our persistence often means the difference between success and failure

· In today’s lesson, Nehemiah’s example should encourage us to “hang in there” and see our projects through to the end

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Avoid Distraction) Nehemiah 6: 1-9.

Listen for how many times the opposition sent messengers to Nehemiah (v5)

Nehemiah’s building project was near completion and the opposition was desperate;

· Opponents had made repeated attempts to distract Nehemiah

· To draw his attention and time away from rebuilding the wall

· All their previous efforts had failed to work

The lack of gaps (v1) in the wall meant a definite increase in the level of security for the city’s citizens;

· Nehemiah had not installed the doors in the gates yet

· Jerusalem was not entirely protected

· The people had achieved much success under Nehemiah’s leadership

Sanballat and Geshem sent Nehemiah a message;

· They wanted him to meet together with them at the Ono Valley (app. 7 miles away)
· Nehemiah figured out that they were planning to harm him v2

· He was suspicious of the distance they wanted him to travel

· He felt such a journey would put his life at risk

Nehemiah sent messengers to Sanballat and Geshem;

· He told them the great work he was leading demanded all his time and attention

· He could not come down to meet with them v3

· Nehemiah didn’t think it would make sense for the work to cease while he met with these men
· These two men were very persistent

· They sent their messengers to Nehemiah 4 times with the same message

· Each time Nehemiah “gave them the same reply” v4

They sent a messenger with a open letter on their 5th try;

· The letter added a new threat

· Reports were circulating among the nations that Nehemiah and his people were planning to rebel

· What other reason could they have for rebuilding the wall?

· Sanballat suggested Nehemiah actually wanted to “become their king” v6

Sanballat warned that these rumors will be heard by the king;

· He intended the rumors to frighten both Nehemiah and the people who heard them

· He wanted Nehemiah to confer with him as soon as possible to clear up the matter

· He did not want to negotiate with Nehemiah

· His sole purpose lay in ending the work on the rebuilding of the wall

Nehemiah insisted that there was nothing to the rumors;

· That Sanballat and his friends were inventing (feignest) them v8

· That they were trying to intimidate them through words and rumors

· Now they were making one last desperate attempt to intimidate God’s people

· They were hoping that if the people became “discouraged in the work” then the work would “never be finished” v9

Nehemiah had spoken directly with the king and knew he had the king’s blessing;

· He had to make sure his workers continued to believe him over the opposition

· Nehemiah’s people could see the confidence in his eyes

· They could hear the confident assurances from his voice, as he encouraged them to ‘hang in there” and finish the wall

Nehemiah’s prayer at the end of v9 appears consistent with his character;

· He had put the matter of rebuilding the wall in God’s hands

· He had prayed silently when the king asked him what he wanted to do about Jerusalem

· He had told his opponents his God would give him success

· He was asking God to strengthen him once more

· He was not willing to settle for a job that was not complete
Sometimes churches get busy about a particular work, only to leave the work half finished;

· They sometimes use the excuse and say, “Well, at least we advanced the cause”

· They say “we did some good things and improved the situation”

· But in the end they know they did not accomplish all God called them to do

· All of us must “hang in there” by avoiding distractions that keep us from finishing the work God has called us to do as a church for him

Which distractions have caused you to abandon an important assignment from the Lord?

· Lack of confidence

· Opposition

· Discouragement

· Fear

· Worry

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Ignore Naysayers) Nehemiah 6: 10-14.

Listen for what saved Nehemiah from falling into the trap that was laid for him in this situation. (v12)

Shemaiah (he was posing as a friend of Nehemiah) suggested he and Nehemiah meet at the house of God inside the temple;

· Meeting like this would provide them a safe place to meet

· They could “shut the temple doors” as additional security v10

· Shemaiah suggested the matter was urgent

· He told Nehemiah that the enemies  were coming to kill him that very night

But Nehemiah resisted;
· He felt a man in his leadership position could appear to be running away 

· That the efforts on the wall would suffer

· Nehemiah also was neither a priest or Levite

· He had no grounds to enter the temple

Nehemiah realized that God had not sent Shemaiah;

· God would not contradict Himself through one of His prophets

· Nehemiah knew Shemaiah had spoken falsely in God’s name

· He realized that Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him

· If he entered the temple he would sin against God
· They were trying to discredit him

Today we need to remember that sometimes those who appear to be our friends may not offer true friendships;

· They may be working to achieve their own goals

· Naysayers sometimes operate out of impure motives

· They seek to discredit God’s work

· Sometimes they mean well but they have not united to what the majority of God’s people see as God’s calling for them

· We need to deal gently with those who oppose us (2 Tim. 2: 24-26)

· We need to remain confident in what God has called us to do

Nehemiah asked God to remember Tobiah and Sanballat for the sin they had committed against him;

· He was willing to leave judgment in God’s hands

· He would take no time to meet with his enemies

· He also did not have any time to judge his enemies

How would you respond to each of these naysayers?

· “You are not talented enough”
· “You do not have strong enough leadership skills”
· “I don’t think the Lord wants you to do that”
Someone read our last group of scripture verses (See the Work to Completion) Nehemiah 6: 15-16.  Listen to what the response when the wall was completed. (v16)

The united efforts of a believing people yielded huge dividends;

· God blessed the work on Jerusalem’s wall

· The work was completed in 52 days

· God’s people can accomplish great things in a short time by remaining focused on the task

· The completion brought much celebration among God’s people

Enemies of God’s people heard the news of the wall’s completion;

· All the surrounding nations were intimidated v16

· God’s people had determined that the best answer to their opposition was to keep working and fulfill God’s will

· Even God’s enemies realized that the rebuilding was accomplished by God

God had blessed the people’s efforts abundantly;

· Nehemiah prayed

· He also planned carefully

· The people followed his leadership

· They accomplished great things because God blessed their efforts

Today, when we determine what God has called us to do for Him;

· We need to avoid distractions

· To ignore naysayers

· We need to see the work through to completion

· We need to “hang in there” just like Nehemiah

Priorities

Chris Spielman played middle linebacker for Ohio State University and then in the NFL for the Buffalo Bills.  He was tough, strong, smart, passionate, committed, and loyal.  He played the entire 1995 season with a torn muscle sustained in the season opener.  He was a leader.

But life took a different turn during the 1998 season.  He didn’t play at all-and that by choice.  His priorities had shifted.  Instead he cooked, took care of his kids, and cared for his wife.  Stephanie Spielman was battling breast cancer.  During her fight, Chris was at her side.  He lived out his priorities-“family before job.”

A reporter from the local paper asked if he’d return to the Bills late in the season.  Spielman said, “I’d play in a heartbeat, but what kind of man would I be if I backed out on my word to her?  I wouldn’t be a man at all.”

Football fans saw Spielman as a man because of his aggressive toughness.  But what really makes him a man?  His priorities are in order.  Personal sacrifice, unending commitment, and loyalty to his wife define him.

Nehemiah left behind the luxury, influence, and access to power that were his in Persia.  In Jerusalem he faced challenge and uncertainty.  But when tempted away from his work on the wall he replied, “Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?”  Nehemiah knew what was important and he invested his energy there.
Are your priorities in order?  What are you doing that will last forever?

Prayer:

Thank you Lord for trusting us with the greatest work in all the world.

Not the work of building a wall, but the work of building your church by leading the lost to salvation.

Help each of us to finish every task you give us to do for You.
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