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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Beyond Doubt
1st Week:  “Purposefully Connected”; Genuine fellowship with God and others must be undergirded by a proper understanding of Jesus’ nature.  God provided the means for us to enjoy fellowship through the sacrifice of His Son for our sins.
2nd Week: “Know That You Know God”; A consistent obedience to God’s commandments is necessary to possess assurance of one’s relationship with Him.  Our assurance of salvation is directly related to our habitual lifestyle of loving others.
What this lesson is about: Believers can be certain they remain in the truth by testing religious teachings against God’s revealed Word and by seeking the Holy Spirit’s help in understanding the truth of the Scripture.
How this lesson can impact your life: Learn standards for discerning truth from error and test what you hear against what the Bible teaches.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “The Truth”; Anyone denying the truth of the full deity and humanity of Jesus has no certainty of their salvation.
2. “The Whole Truth”; Christians have the Holy Spirit to guide them into understanding God’s Word.
3. “Nothing but the Truth”; God’s Word is the standard against which true and false teaching must be determined.
There are lots of “Christian” television channels today, and sometimes the content of these programs are suspect;
· Some originate from megachurches with well known pastors

· Some are from the smallest of congregations (local “community” channels) 
· The teachings sometimes is often out of context, and unbiblical

· Many accept it without question and fail to investigate claims made by these programs.  A lot of people believe everything they see on TV or read in the media.

Many church members find themselves perplexed by these messages.  A 2007 Lifeway Research study surveyed a representative sample of American adults attending a Protestant church at least once a month;

· 61% agreed strongly that the Bible is the authoritative source of truth and wisdom for daily living

· 54% of respondents agreed strongly that the Bible is the written Word of God and is totally accurate in all it teaches

· 21% study the Bible a few times a week or more

· 16% said they read the Bible every day

From these statistics, it is evident even people attending church do not necessarily believe in the truthfulness of the Bible and do not know what it actually teaches;

· Last week’s lesson focused on John’s tests of obedience and love as means by which people can possess assurance of their salvation.

· The final of the 3 tests is the test of correct belief.

· Today’s lesson will help us know that with the Word of God and the help of the Holy Spirit of God, we have everything we need to discern correct truth.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (The Truth) 1 John 2:18-23.

Listen to who is the liar mentioned in v22.

John alerted his readers that this was “the last hour” v18;
· The time between Christ’s first and second comings.

· One sign that the last hour was upon Christians was the presence of false teachers.

· John reminded his readers that the “Antichrist is coming” who will try to take the place of the rightful position of God’s Messiah under false pretenses.

· He added that “many antichrists” had “come” already, opposing Jesus as the true Christ.

· Their weapon was their false teaching.

John’s emphasis was on those whose teachings opposed Christ;

· They not only had incorrect beliefs about who Jesus is and what He has done

· They taught others these false doctrines.

· These false teachers had a visible connection to the church, but they voluntarily abandoned or “went out from” (v19) the church’s fellowship.

John was clear that these teachers were never true believers;

· If they had been, they would have continued in the church

· One of Satan’s strategies to try and defeat the church is to attack from within

We should not be surprised when people deny that Jesus is the Christ;

· Jesus warned that false teachers would be deceptive, coming “in sheep’s clothing (Matt. 7:15).

· Our responsibility is to remain alert so we are not deceived.

· We must understand and teach God’s Word clearly and carefully

Genuine believers know the truth;

· John assured the believers they possessed “knowledge” (v20) through the “anointing from the Holy One.”

· They did not need any special knowledge which the false teachers probably thought only the possessed.

As Christians, we have a lie detector system;

· The indwelling Holy Spirit and the written Word of God

· We have God’s Spirit to teach us as He works through biblical teaching.

· In the Old Testament only a privileged few were anointed.

· Now all believers possess this anointing which sets them apart for God’s special purposes.

Genuine believers also accept Jesus as the Messiah;

· John wrote “The one who denies that Jesus is the Messiah” (v22) is a “liar,” denying both “the Father and the Son.”

· True believers are those who confess Jesus as Savior and Lord of their lives.

· By doing so they have “the Father as well (v23)

· If we do not come to “the Son” as our Savior and Lord, we cannot know God as our Father.

Just as in John’s day, many cults today that claim to be Christian deny the truth about Christ;

· Some also claim to have special knowledge beyond the Scripture.

· While it is good to learn what other religions teach, it is better if we first know the truth.

· Then we will see the false teachings being presented to us.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (The Whole Truth) 1 John 2: 24-27.

Listen to what is the promise that is made to us (v25).

Just as those living in John’s day, we must beware of those who claim to offer new insights or revelations;
· No “new” religious truth or revelation is needed.

· The Holy Spirit enables us to understand and apply God’s truth as it has been revealed to us in the Bible.

We encourage our grandchildren to study while they are in school so they can know what the teacher is trying to help them understand;

· In the same way, knowing and understanding God’s Word comes as we spend time reading, studying, meditating on, and living by the Scriptures.

· By doing so we can protect ourselves from falling prey to false teaching.

· We do not need to look for “new” truths; we have the truth

Some have interpreted “you don’t need anyone to teach you” (v27) to mean that human learning is a bad thing;

· They are suspicious of all education, especially theological education

· “God will teach us all we need to know” they declare.

· We should remember that our minds are a gift from God and when we develop and use them, we honor Him

· A developed mind is better equipped to perform certain functions in the body of Christ

Has God ever taught you something new from a Bible passage that you have read many times before?

Notice that John used the word “remain” or “remains” (or abide/abides) 5 times in verses 24 and 27;

· He wanted to assure us of the lasting relationship we can have with the Father through Christ

· We can have confidence that we will be ready when He calls us home.

The “old, old story” we have “heard from the beginning” (v24) does not change;

· If we keep it in our hearts, we will not be deceived or led astray

· Some people believe and teach some of the truth about Jesus

· The apostle Paul urged us not to believe another gospel

· A half-truth is a lie

· The gospel we believed from the beginning is the whole truth-the only truth that can save us

May God help me as your teacher to emphasize as I teach from his Holy Word;

· Accepting the gospel

· Promise of eternal life

· God’s indwelling Spirit

· Persevere in the faith

· No “new” truth needed

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Nothing But the Truth) 1 John 4: 1-6.

Listen for how we know the Spirit of God (v2).

John advises us to “test the spirits to determine (v1) whether or not the teachings we hear “are from God” or are “false”;

· The Word of God is the ultimate test of truth and error

John referred to “the spirit of the antichrist” (v3) that is “in the world now”;

· Our responsibility is not to try to understand the who, what, why, when, where, or how regarding the final antichrist

· But rather to be alert now to those who try to deceive and lead us astray with false doctrine.

First John gives us a wonderful promise;

· The One in us “is greater than the one who is in the world (v4)

· We can easily become frightened or discouraged by the wickedness around us.

· The temptation to give in to the lures or discouragement of the world can be great.

· Good news!  God is greater!

In verses 4-6 we meet two kinds of people;

· There are those who are born of God and those who “are from the world” (v5)

· Those born of God know the voice of God, are assured that He listens to them, and have “the Spirit of truth” (v6)

· These people listen to the Word of God as it is preached and receive it gladly

People of the world do not want to hear the gospel;

· Teachers of the world say things worldly people want to hear

· They have an audience anxiously waiting to applaud their deception

An investigator looks for evidence before making his final conclusion;

· In these verses we find clues that lead us to know the difference between those who belong to God and those who are of the world.

Children of God are conquerors (v4);

· We serve a different Master than those in the world

· Our actions reflect the One we serve

Here comes the test;

· Do the ones under investigation act like Christ?

· Do they proclaim Jesus as the Son of God or just a good prophet?

· Just because a person is religious does not mean he or she is godly

The next test is one of confession, or agreement with God;

· Jesus asked, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (Matt. 16:13)

· Faithful teachers declare the truth that God became flesh in the person of Jesus

· False teachers of John’s day said that Jesus only appeared to be human

· Others said he received power at His baptism but the power left before the crucifixion.

How are the people identified?

· Do they walk in victory, confident that they “are from God?” (v4)

· Do they find Him to be their source of strength, comfort, confidence, and security?
· Or do they speak the popular, politically correct but deadly language of the world?

To whom do they listen?

· God’s children will reject the world’s teaching and will welcome the truth of the Word of God

· “False prophets” (v1) hate the Bible

· They are lost, unbelieving people who neither listen to nor follow true teaching

God has given us all the resources we need to;

· Distinguish and identify the truth

· The whole truth

· And nothing but the truth about Him

· It is imperative that we know what true teachings are

What Love Can Do
George and Janet had been married for several years but were unable to start the family they so badly wanted.  At last they were able to adopt a baby.  But this baby had suffered from parental neglect.  The little girl was a tragic sight to behold.  Her skin was covered with lesions; her frail body bore the signs of abuse.

George and Janet came to visit their minister and his wife to show them the baby.  The new parents proudly unwrapped the blankets and thrust the baby into the arms of the minister’s wife with the words, “Isn’t she beautiful?”  The truth was that she wasn’t beautiful physically; she showed the evidence of the former abuse.  It was all the minister and his wife could do to feign an appreciation for a beauty they did not see.  They could only state their joy that the three were now a family.

A few months later the family returned for another visit.  This time there was no doubt:  the baby was indeed beautiful!  Tender care had transformed the infant from an object of neglect and abuse into a symbol of what happens when love does its wonderful work.  God has brought us into His family, even though the spiritual abuse we suffer is self-inflicted.  We cannot imagine how great the difference can be when we let His transforming love work its power on us!

Prayer:

Lord, help us know what truth is and give us the power to live in the truth

PAGE  
6

