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1st lesson this month on the topic:  God’s Extravagant Love
Our lesson study this month is about “God’s Amazing Love”;
· This study is about choosing faithfulness or unfaithfulness.

· Running toward love or away from love.

· Loving truly or falsely.

· We will examine God’s amazing love for us outlined in the Book of Hosea.

This four-week study is a challenging look at the Book of Hosea;

· Feb. 6th; “God Loves the Unlovely” This lesson challenges us to respond to God’s love by trusting Christ and living obediently to Him.

· Feb. 13th “God Loves Loyalty to Him” We learn in this lesson that God desires our loyalty to Him and what true loyalty looks like in our daily lives.

· Feb. 20th “God Loves Like a “Grand” Father” We will learn that God is a tender, caring, and loving Father who wants to be intimately involved in our lives.

· Feb. 27th “God Loves to Welcome Us Home” Many Christians have wandered far from God.  This lesson teaches us that God wants His people to repent of their sins and return to Him.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about how God loves and pursues people, both inside and outside the church, who are unfaithful to Him.
How this lesson can impact your life: Recognize how much God loves you and wants to have a personal relationship with you, and respond to His love by obeying His commands.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “God’s Startling Command” Hosea 1: 2-3; Faithfulness to the Lord occurs on the individual and the communal levels.  Christians can draw closer to God by examining whether they are faithful to God or not.
2. “God’s Severe Indictment” Hosea 1: 4-9; Because of their refusal to repent of their sins and turn to Him for deliverance, some people will not reap the full benefits of God’s love.
3. “God’s Miraculous Grace” Hosea 3: 1-5; Sin separates us from God, but His amazing love seeks to restore us to a right relationship with Him.
“Love of God” and “Love for God”;
· There are many words that help us understand the word “love.”

· Adoration-passion-devotion-affection-worship-compassion

· Understanding God’s love for us and our love for God helps us in knowing how to love others.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (God’s Startling Command) Hosea 1: 2-3.

Listen to what God said to Hosea as these verses are being read.

Sometimes God commanded His prophets to do strange actions;

· Isaiah, naked and barefoot, walked the streets for 3 years as a sign and omen against Egypt and Cush (Isa. 20).

· God ordered Jeremiah to carry a yoke on his shoulders (Jer. 27).

· God ordered Ezekiel to shave his head and beard (Ezek. 5).
· And in today’s lesson, God commanded Hosea to “marry a promiscuous wife (a wife of whoredoms KJV) and have children” by her v2.

What was God’s reason for a godly man to marry an ungodly woman?

· In Hebrew, “Hosea” means “salvation.”

· He was an 8th century prophet to the Northern Kingdom of Israel (also named Ephraim or Samaria).

· Whom God called to warn His own people of impending doom.

· Their unfaithfulness to the living God was no longer acceptable.

How loving was God to put up with the Israelites’ idolatry for years;

· And then call Hosea to warn them of certain judgment should their rebellion continue.

· How loving of God to give His people another opportunity to repent before righteous retribution fell on them.

By the ministry of Hosea;

· God kept the door open for the Israelites to come back to Him in repentance and heartfelt devotion.

· God, however, did not send Hosea merely to preach words.

He commanded the prophet to do something very strange;

· So strange that no other OT prophet ever did it.

· He was to act out by marriage God’s message.

· Hosea would play God’s part and Hosea’s wife the part of God’s people.

· Wife?  One problem remained in God’s plan.

· Hosea wasn’t married.

God said, Go and marry” v2;
· But not just any woman-“marry a promiscuous wife” v2.

· He further instructed Hosea to “have children of promiscuity.”

Then God explained His reason for all of this;

· “The whole land has been promiscuous by abandoning (departing KJV) from the Lord” v2.

· “Promiscuous” means to have many sexual relationships.

· Hosea’s marriage would dramatize not Israel’s physical acts of immorality;

· But the people’s spiritual promiscuity in worshiping false gods, rather than the one true living God.

In faithfulness to the Lord;

· Hosea “married Gomer” of whom we know nothing.

· Her father’s name was Diblaim (DIB lay im).

· She became pregnant and “bore him a son” (Jezreel) v3.

Sometimes God’s commands to us are startling;

· Perhaps Hosea felt that way also.

· However, Hosea saw clearly that behind God’s command was His deep love for people deep in sin.

· Hosea experienced much sorrow in marrying a promiscuous woman;

· But he did not let his feelings stand in the way of obeying God.

· Sometimes hurting deeply is the only path to serving effectively.

We need to remind ourselves that God has a special purpose at this time in our lives just as He did long ago with Hosea;

· And behind that purpose is His own amazing love!

It is important that we give God first place in our lives;
· Husband and wives have the right to expect their spouses to remain faithful.

· God expects the same from those who claim to love Him.

· We need to ask ourselves, “Have I cheated on God?  If so, how?”

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (God’s Severe Indictment) Hosea 1: 4-9.

Listen to how many children Gomer had as these verses are being read.

Having accomplished the first part of His drama, God initiated the second part;

· Naming the children born to Hosea and Gomer.

· The names declared that God’s rebellious people were no longer worthy to be called His people.

· And that he planned judgment on them.

· The alienation of those who had betrayed God’s loyal love for so long was to be dealt with at last.

· God’s naming the children had more to do with God and His family than with Hosea and his family.

God instructed Hosea to name his firstborn Jezreel (JEZ reel) meaning “God sows.”

· The name was a reminder that God is the true source of the harvest, not Baal, the false god of fertility Israel was worshipping.

· “God sows” also symbolized coming judgment.

· Jezreel was also a small town located between Samaria and Galilee.

· It was here that Jehu, under God’s order, executed the Israelites who worshiped Baal.

The second child was a daughter named Lo-ruhamah (loh-roo HA muh) meaning “no compassion.” V6
· God’s patience finally gave way to judgment.

· Prolonged infidelity and unfaithfulness turned aside compassion.

· In its place came the fruit of the people’s evil actions.

The third child born was another son whom God named Lo-ammi (lo-AM igh) meaning “Not My People” v9;
· God announced that His relationship with the stubborn sinful Israelites was shattered to pieces.

In 3 graphic ways, the Lord described the results of Israel’s disloyalty to his loyal love;

· God’s message to Israel through these 3 names was a cause and effect relationship.

· God would scatter them:
· Because He no longer had compassion for them.

· Because they were no longer His people.

· Because of their continued devotion to Baal (a false god).

· The Israelite kingdom was torn to pieces by the evading Assyrians in 722 B.C.

We need to recognize that disobedience to God has serious consequences;

· We need to understand that God’s discipline is an act of love.
· He may discipline you and me to cause us to earnestly seek Him.

· When God’s discipline comes, we can take comfort in knowing He loves us and seeks our full restoration.

Have you been unfaithful to God for many years because you failed to obey His commands?

· If so, you may feel it is hypocritical to turn back to Him late in life and start a new relationship of steady love.

· Remember that the people of Israel wandered from God for a long time.

· God still sent Hosea to call them back to Himself.

· We need to turn from looking back to looking toward our tomorrows of living in personal relationship with Him!

The Book of Hosea pictures a God of amazing love;

· Who is willing to go to any length to bring us to Himself.

· He gave us Christ dead on the cross in payment for our sins.

· Then raised Him to life to declare His death an effective ransom for sinners just like you and me.

· Through Christ, God kicked to door to Himself wide open and He keeps it open for you to come to Him.

· If you have not yet accepted His invitation, put aside your fear, Come to Christ.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (God’s Miraculous Grace) Hosea 3: 1-5.

Listen to what God said to Hosea as these verses are being read.

Hosea’s relationship with Gomer and his actions toward her;

· Reflected God’s steadfast love for His stubbornly sinful people.

· What God next told Hosea to do probably was harder than obeying His first command to “Go and marry a promiscuous wife” 1:2.

· One day Hosea came home to discover Gomer was gone, where he did not know.

God commanded Hosea to “Go again; show love to a woman who…is an adulteress” v1;
· God pointed out that Hosea’s loving Gomer again pictured how He “loves the Israelites though they turn to other Gods.”

· Hosea hurried off.

· Finding Gomer, he had to buy her, possibly from the man she was living with at the time.

· Jesus also bought sinners when He died on the cross to pay for our sins (1Pet. 1: 18-19).

Hosea imposed one restriction;

· They “must live” without sexual relations “many days” until they resumed the normal husband-wife relationship v3.

· Their separation mirrored Israel and God’s separation.

· For “many days” Israel would be on probation without a monarchy, household idols, or priesthood” v4.

· Afterwards the Israelites will “seek the Lord their God and David their king,” referring to Christ, “in the last days” at His return v5. 

How miraculous is God’s grace!

· His love is amazing for He loves even the unlovely.

· Respond to His love by loving Him and obeying His commands.

· Doing so is living life at its best!

“Idle time” in our lives can result in a loss of focus on loving God and following Him faithfully;

· Our spiritual tires may get low on air.

· We need to give ourselves a spiritual checkup regarding our daily response to God’s love and obeying His commands.

· Then we need to decide to follow through with any needed adjustments in our lives.

Walk in Hosea’s shoes this week;

· Visit or call a Christian friend whom you know has fallen into a time of spiritual coldness.

· Help this person recognize how much God loves them and pray with and for your friend.

· Follow up later with another contact.

· God wants us to “reach-teach-and minister to” others!

Iron Hands/Velvet Gloves

Parenting may be the most difficult job in the world.  One of its biggest challenges involves administering discipline.  Even permissive parents realize sooner or later that children need to be punished in some manner.  The hard part is balancing justice with mercy.

Our Father in Heaven is a master of loving discipline.  In fact, “whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6); and it really does “hurt Him more” when He punished His children.  Israel had to be chastened severely, yet even with Hosea’s prophecy of imminent punishment came the additional promise of God’s merciful plan to bring His people together-a plan that came to pass under the saving lordship of Jesus Christ.

Our God is indeed an awesome God-perfectly just, yet full of compassion.  His love is often tough, but His “iron hands” are clothed with “velvet gloves.”  His mercy is everlasting.

Prayer:

Lord help us experience Your love and then help us love others with the same kind of love.
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