February 13, 2011          God Longs for His People to Be Loyal to Him                   #195                                                                                                                              
2nd lesson this month on the topic:  God’s Extravagant Love
1st Week: “God Loves the Unlovely”; This lesson was about how God loves and pursues people, both inside and outside the church, who are unfaithful to Him.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the loyalty God expects from His people.
How this lesson can impact your life: Understand what true loyalty looks like and choose to live out that loyalty to God.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “God’s Loyalty Allows Us to Return” Hosea 6: 1-3; We can be confident God will accept us back because He is faithful at all times, but our genuine repentance precedes His restoration. 
2. “God Expects Loyalty from Us” Hosea 6: 4-6; God delights in us when we live loyally by His Word instead of substituting right ritual for real relationship.  When we sin, our actions reveal our lack of faithfulness and demonstrate we are not loyal to the Lord.
3. “Our Loyalty is Expressed in Right Actions” Hosea 6: 7-7:2; Right actions demonstrate our loyalty to the Lord as we seek to live in ways pleasing to Him.
What words or phrases help us to understand what it means to be “loyal?”
· Reliable-dependable-steadfast-dedicated-constant-faithful-trustworthy-devoted

Sin cracks and then breaks apart relationships;

· Sins ruin a believer’s relationship with God as well.

· Instead of sinning, God loves for His people to be loyal to Him.

· Many adults may go through religious motions while abandoning true loyalty and faithfulness to Him.

· Today’s lesson can help us understand what true loyalty looks like and challenge us to choose to live in loyalty to God.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (God’s Loyalty Allows Us to Return) Hosea 6: 1-3.  Listen to why we need to know the Lord as these verses are being read.
The Book of Hosea tells us the true story of a prophet named Hosea;
· He had an unfaithful wife named Gomer.

· God called Hosea to preach to Israel out of the experiences of his broken heart because Israel had been unfaithful to God just as Gomer had been unfaithful to him.

The key question for any relationship severed by unfaithfulness is;

· Is restoration possible?

· These 3 verses are a call to “return to the Lord.”

· Showing us that indeed restoration is possible.

· “Let us return to the Lord” v1 reflects the need for corporate, not just personal repentance.

· Israel, the Northern Kingdom, had committed spiritual adultery against God.

· However, the people felt confident God would accept them back if they returned to Him.

Back in Chapter 4 we find the sins of God’s people of Israel;

· Cursing-lying-murder-stealing-and adultery was rampant.

· One act of bloodshed followed another (4:2).

· As a result, the Lord brought judgment upon them.

· In Hosea Chapter 5 we find the judgments coming upon the wayward nation.

Hosea’s invitation to “return to the Lord” included two specific statements of chastisement;
· 1st “He has torn us” v1.

· This statement is the fulfillment of the promised judgment (5:14) where God compared Himself to a lion that would tear the sinful people to shreds.

· 2nd “He has wounded (smitten KJV) us” v1.

· He caused to strike us resulting in a wound.

· Both forms of chastisement (being torn and wounded) refer to some unspecified judgment against the sinful people.

· The Israel of Hosea’s day was plagued with political turmoil, assassinations of kings, international strife, crop problems, and other catastrophes.

· These disasters were understood as divine chastisement.

	Punishment
	Restoration

	“He has torn us” v1
	“He will heal us” v1

	“He has wounded (smitten) us” v1
	“He will bind us our wounds” v1

	
	“He will revive us” v2

	
	“He will raise us up” v2


· The phases in the left column represent God’s judgment on Israel.
· The punishment is never the end of God’s dealings with His people.

· He judges in order to “restore” (phases in the right column).

Having encouraged the people to return to the Lord;

· Hosea challenged them to “strive to know the Lord” v3.

· Hosea used figures of speech to describe the Lord
· “His appearance is as sure as the dawn” v3

· For “like the rain and like the spring showers” He will come to us v3.

· The people understood repentance preceded restoration.

The people of Israel had presumption, not genuine repentance;

· The people did not understand the depth of their sins.

· They did not turn from idols, regret their sins, or pledge to make changes.

· They thought that God’s wrath would last only a few days.

· Little did they know that their nation would soon be taken into exile.

· Israel was interested in God only for the material benefits He provided.

· They did not value the eternal benefits that come from worshiping Him.

Before we judge the way Israel reacted we need to;

· Consider our attitudes.

· What do you hope to gain from your religion?

· Do you “repent” easily, without seriously considering what changes need to take place in your life?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (God Expects Loyalty from Us) Hosea 6: 4-6.  Listen to what God desires as these verses are being read.

God answered His people, pointing out that their profession of loyalty;
· Like mist and dew, evaporated easily and had no substance v4.

· Many find it easy and comfortable to maintain the appearance of being committed without deep and sincere loyalty.

· If you profess loyalty to God, back it up with your actions.

God verbally “cut (hewed KJV) them down” through His prophets’ preaching v5;

· Such as Elijah, Ahijah, Micaiah, and now Hosea.

· His words cut through the people’s claims and exposed their idolatrous worship.

· Through Hosea’s ministry, God attacked the people’s disloyalty.

· But the people of Israel continued with their faithless behavior.

God didn’t want any part of the people’s empty professions of loyalty;

· Instead, He desired genuine, heartfelt “loyalty” and the “knowledge of God” v6.

· Offering “sacrifice” and “burnt offerings” without knowing God in a relationship marked by truth, love, and loyalty is mere religious pretense.

· Substituting right living with right ritual does not cut it with the Lord.

· Living in a “loyal” and “loving” relationship with God is the heart of Christianity.

Religious rituals can help people understand God and nourish their relationship with Him;

· That is why God instituted circumcision and the sacrificial system in the OT and baptism and the Lord’s Supper in the NT.

· But a religious ritual is helpful only if it is carried out with an attitude of love for and obedience to God.

· If a person’s heart is far from God, ritual will become empty mockery.

· God didn’t want the Israelites’ rituals, He wanted their hearts.

· Why do you worship?

· What is the motive behind your “offerings” and “sacrifices?”

In this stage of your life, your walk with God is still very important to Him;

· Take a few moments to examine your heart and acknowledge which characterizes your life:  pretense or a loving, loyal relationship with the Lord.

· Pray that God will help you make any needed changed in your walk with Him.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Our Loyalty is Expressed in Right Actions) Hosea 6: 7-7:2.  Listen to the kinds of wickedness described in these verses.
We find several words in these verses (KJV) that describe Israel’s sin toward God;

· Transgressed (v7)

· Treacherously (v7)

· Iniquity (v8)

· Polluted (v8)

· Robbers (v9)

· Murder (v9)

· Lewdness (v9)
· Horrible (v10)

· Whoredom (v10)

· Defiled (v10)

· Wickedness (7:1)

· Falsehood (7:1)

· Thief (7:1)

· Spoileth (7:1)

What words in today’s language can be used to describe sin?

· Offense-crime-failing-indulgence-wrongdoing-transgression-missing the mark

One of Hosea’s key themes is that Israel had broken the covenant God had made with them at Mt. Sinai;

· God wanted to make Israel a blessing and a light to all the nations.

· If God’s chosen people obeyed Him and proclaimed Him to the world, He would give them special blessings.

· If they broke the covenant, they would suffer severe penalties, as they should have known (Deut. 28: 15-68).

· Sadly, the people broke the agreement and proved themselves unfaithful to God.

· How about you?

· Have you also broken faith with God?

· What about your forgotten promises to serve Him?

Gilead was once a sacred place;

· But here it was corrupt.

· Shechem was once a city of refuge designated by Joshua.

· Gilead was a region that included Ramoth, also a city of refuge.

· At this time these areas were associated with murder and crime, with bands of evil priests lying in wait to murder travelers passing through the territory.

So that Judah would not become proud as they saw the northern kingdom’s destruction;

· Hosea interjected a solemn warning about God’s “harvest.”

· God’s temple was in Judah (Jerusalem) and the people thought that what happened in Israel could never happen to them.

· But when they had become corrupt, they too were led off into captivity (2Kings 25).

God sees and knows everything;

· Like Israel, we often forget this.

· Thoughts like “no one will ever know” or “no one is watching” may tempt us to try to get away with sin.

· If you are facing difficult temptations, you will be less likely to give in if you remind yourself that God is watching.

· When faced with the opportunity to sin, remember that God sees everything.

All of us need to be “loyal” to God;

· L= lead others to God.

· O= obey the Lord.

· Y= yield to God’s call.

· A= Apply God’s Word.

· L= Love God and others.

God’s “Last Nerve”

Sometimes a parent who is running out of patience with his or her young children is heard to say, “You kids are getting on my last nerve!”  Unless the children’s behavior improves, some form of punishment usually will follow-especially after Dad’s or Mom’s last nerve has “snapped.”  Even the most kind and loving parents occasionally exhaust every last shred of patience; then justice is administered swiftly, and often painfully, upon strong-willed children who disregard clear instructions and ample warnings.

Israel had become a childish nation.  She had been privileged to experience God’s love and care in many unique ways.  His covenant commandments were unmistakably clear.  Yet the “chosen nation” repeatedly rebelled and disobeyed, in spite of God’s warnings about such behavior.  Finally the people got on “God’s last nerve.”  The message came through Hosea:  “No more mercy!”

The parallels to our contemporary moral and spiritual bankruptcy are sobering, to say the least.  Will our nation be wise enough to learn from the lessons of history?  Such wisdom begins with fearing the Lord.  Our Father’s patience does have limits.

Prayer:

Lord deepen our commitment to You by allowing us to show our loyalty to You through our actions and attitudes. 
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