February 20, 2011                     God is the Perfect Father                                          #196                                                                                                                              
3rd lesson this month on the topic:  God’s Extravagant Love
1st Week: “God Loves the Unlovely”; This lesson was about how God loves and pursues people, both inside and outside the church, who are unfaithful to Him.
2nd Week:  “God Longs for His People to Be Loyal to Him”; Understanding what true loyalty looks like and choose to live out that loyalty to God.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about how God demonstrates Himself to be a tender, loving Father who desires to be intimately involved in our lives.
How this lesson can impact your life: Understand that God can be trusted and that He wants to be intimately involved in your life.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “God Pursues Us” Hosea 11: 1-2; As our Father, God seeks us out to restore our relationship with Him.
2. “God Nurtures Us” Hosea 11: 3-4; As our Heavenly Father, “God Nurtures Us” by providing for our physical, spiritual, and social needs.
3. “God Will Not Abandon Us” Hosea 11: 5-11; Though we deserve God’s harshest judgment for our sins, He refuses to abandon us, seeking instead to take us up into His loving arms.
Most parents will quickly show you photos of their children and grandchildren;

· Notice the pride and smiles they show when they explain each picture.

· They always mention that child/grandchild’s activities, accomplishments, goals, and successes.

· Most of the time they avoid mentioning any problems or disagreements.

God feels the same way about each of us;

· He is proud when we are obedient and loving to Him and others.

· How does God feel when we disappoint Him by being self-centered and unkind?

This month we are studying about the love of God;

· In this week’s lesson “God is a Perfect Father” we will see that God loves like a compassionate and loving Father

· Many people have difficulty believing God loves them because of painful memories regarding their own fathers.

· This lesson is about how God demonstrates Himself to be a tender, loving Father who can be trusted and who seeks to be intimately involved in our lives.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (God Pursues Us) Hosea 11: 1-2.

Listen to how Israel responded to God’s love as these verses are being read.

In the final 4 chapters, Hosea shifts to the theme of God’s intense love for Israel;

· God had always loved Israel as a parent loves a stubborn child.

· That is why He would not release Israel from the consequences of its behavior.

· The Israelites were sinful, and they would be punished like a rebellious son brought by his parents before the elders (Deut. 21: 18-21).

· All through Israel’s sad history, God repeatedly offered to restore the nation if it would only turn to Him.

· By stubbornly refusing God’s invitation, the northern kingdom had sealed its doom.
· It would be destroyed, never to rise again.

· But Israel as a nation was not finished.

· A small group of faithful Israelites would return to Jerusalem where one day the Messiah would come, offer pardon and reconciliation to all who would faithfully follow Him.

Hosea began his ministry by picturing God as a jilted husband who lovingly forgave Israel, His wayward wife (chapters 1-3);

· In Chapter 11, the prophet changed his image of God from a husband to a father who was not abusive;

· But tender and caring because He loved His children, the Israelites.

God’s care for Israel began long ago “when Israel was a child” in Egypt v1;

· God “loved him” and referred to the Israelites as “My son.”

· God was a loving Father to the Israelites.

· Throughout their stay in Egypt

· Moses’ leadership

· Pharaoh’s stubbornness

· The plagues

· And the exodus from Egypt

· God was a loving Father to the Israelites.

Why?  In Deuteronomy 7: 7-8, Moses provided the answer;

· God loved the Israelites not because they were more numerous and therefore useful.

· Or more devoted to God than other people, or more moral.

· God didn’t see in the Israelites anything to be desired any more than in other nations around them.

· That God “was devoted” and “chose” them was because of Himself (Deut. 7:7).

· He loved the Israelites because He chose to and that was all.

When Israel left Egypt;

· They were finally out from under their long-endured burden of serving the Egyptians and suffering their harsh treatment.

· The Israelites embarked on a new life in a new land God promised.

· Soon after their departure, life smacked them in the face again

· First was the Red Sea

· Then the Egyptian army in hot pursuit

· Then no food, then no water

· Then Moses’ disappearance on the mountain.

· It seemed to them that things really didn’t get better after all!

God loved the Israelites, but they did not respond with love for Him;

· Instead, “they kept sacrificing to the Baals and burning offerings to idols v2.
· As Moses received God’s commandments:
· The Israelites clamored for Egypt and made themselves a golden calf to worship (Ex. 32: 1-6).

· They also joined the Moabites in worshiping false gods (Num. 25: 1-3).

Despite Israel’s failure to return God’s amazing love with love;

· He did not stop pursuing them.

· The Father’s love for His “son” (v1) held on and on and on.

Believers today are not exempt from the temptations surrounding others;

· In fact, Satan takes great delight when God’s children fail.

· Therefore, he tempts them all the more.

· Over time, we can drift away from the warm, loving arms of our Heavenly Father.

Jesus wanted His followers to view God;


· As a loving Father who pursues us and wants to restore us even when we sin.

· God had inspired Hosea with this same impression seven and a half centuries before Jesus came.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (God Nurtures Us) Hosea 11: 3-4.

Listen to the ways God nurtured His son Israel as these verses are being read.

To continue stressing God’s faithful love for His people;

· Hosea pictured God as a nurturing father who cared for the Israelites in the days they were spiritual infants.

· God “taught Ephraim,” a designation for Israel, “to walk,” referring to the exodus from Egypt v3.

Hosea also reminded the Israelites that God “healed them” v3;
· A reference to the time Israel couldn’t drink the bitter water at Marah so God made the water sweet (Ex. 15: 22-26).

· Still the Israelites “never knew that I healed them” v3.

In verse 4, Hosea changed the image from a child to Israel as a draft animal;

· He stressed the way God cared for them.

· God tenderly looked out for Israel just as an owner of oxen cared for his animals.

· This gentle caring is pictured in the expressions

· Human cords (cords of man KJV)

· Ropes of kindness (bands of love KJV)

· Eases the yoke (take off the yoke on their jaws KJV)

· Bent down to give them food (I laid meat unto them KJV).

Israel’s story may be your story;

· And God’s complaint against the nation may also be His recent complaint about you and me.

· Every person at one time in his/her life has run from God in spite of His loving grace.

· And many believers in Christ turn from Him to follow after the world’s ways.

Let it not be that we love others and ourselves passionately, protectively, and provisionally;

· But not the living God who takes us in His arms and loves us forever!

As a loving Father, the Lord continues to nurture us;

· We benefit by reflecting on how He nurtured us in the past

· Providing for our needs and surrounding us with loving people to share our lives

· We also benefit by seeking the Lord, asking Him to reveal how He wants to nurture us today.

· We benefit when we remember God disciplines us as a father disciplines his son.

· God’s fatherly discipline is always motivated by love (Prov. 3:12).

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (God Will Not Abandon Us) Hosea 11: 5-11.  Listen to the result of Israel’s rejection of God as these verses are read.

In these verses, God declared how His love for the Israelites;
· Persisted even in the face of their stubborn sins.

· Every Christian parent who has dealt with disobedient children knows something of the anguish God felt over His own rebellious children.

Israel’s sins were not the problem as much as the nation’s refusal to repent of them was;

· God charged, “They refused to repent” v5, and “my people are bent on turning from Me” v7.

As a result, judgment was on the way;

· The Assyrian army was coming in conquering power.

· “Israel will not return to the land of Egypt” as in their former days of slavery v5.

· But to captivity they will go-Assyria will be his king v5

· A mighty “sword” will see to that v6.

· “It will destroy and devour” as it slashes through the nation v6.

· Israel’s plan excluding God would not keep the bloody sword at bay.

The nation’s destiny was set and would not change;

· Hosea put it bluntly:  “Though they call to Him on high, He will not exalt them at all” v7.

In verses 8-9, the focus shifts from the certain consequences of Israel’s failure to repent;

· To God’s anguish and compassion for His people.

· The issue was not whether God would punish His unrepentant people;
· But whether He would cut them off forever from the land of Canaan that He gave them.

Verse 8 is an amazing verse;

· God pulled the curtain back and opened the window so the Israelites could see clearly the conflict in His own heart over them.

· God is never at a loss regarding what is the right action to take.

· He is never self-doubtful regarding issues of mercy and justice.

· He doesn’t wring His hands in anguish because He can’t make a decision, for He is “God and not man” v9.

Here is a picture of great suffering and great struggle;

· Here is God’s inner agony.

· We see God as a distraught, self-questioning Father who is at wits end over His rebellious children.

· God sought to resolve within His heart and mind His love for Israel on the one hand;

· And the just punishment His people rightly deserved on the other.

God asked questions in verse 8 that pound like a drum;

· What will He do with “Ephraim” which is “Israel?”

· Would God do to Israel what He did to “Admah” (AD muh) and “Zeboiim (zih BOY im)?

God’s answer was “no”;

· For He “had a change of heart,” His “compassion is stirred” v8

· Thus He would “not come in rage” v9

· The reason?  God alone is God and “not man” the “Holy One” can resolve the difficulty of refusing to condemn all sinners eternally and yet remain holy.

· God would punish His people, but not forever-He will once again “settle them in their homes” v11.

Often when we sin, our guilt makes us feel distant from God;

· Even when we repent, we might think God wants nothing to do with us.

· We need to recognize God’s persistence as a demonstration of His love.

· Because He is a compassionate God, He refuses to abandon us when we sin.

· Our sins bring their own consequences;

· We benefit by remembering God’s compassion and forgiveness.

· He won’t abandon us.

· Should we abandon Him?

Not Slow, But Patient

Parents who threaten misbehaving children with repeated ultimatums, yet never follow through with punishment, are training their off-spring to ignore all disciplinary warnings.  They are creating individuals who will learn how to disregard authority and flaunt disobedience, and whose actions will come to have far more serious consequences for society.  Such methods are unhealthy and destructive, and they certainly do the children no favors.

God’s warnings to Israel were not empty threats.  He always means what He says and says what He means.  And though God takes no delight in the punishment of His beloved children (Ezekiel 33:11), He does chasten all whom He loves (Hebrews 12:6).

That God’s punishment is not always immediate has sometimes been misunderstood as indifference on His part.  Backsliders in Hosea’s day allowed themselves to be lulled into complacency.  They were lured into sinful unfaithfulness by what seemed to them an absence of retribution for their transgressions.  Like the scoffers described by Peter (2Peter 3:3-4), they thought, “Nothing has changed; we see no reason to worry or to repent.”  Skeptics of our day also doubt that they will ever have to pay the “wages of sin.”

But make no mistake-“payday” will come!  The unrepentant and the unforgiven “shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord” (2Thessalonions 1:9).  Remember, however, that this is not how God wants to treat us.  He “is long-suffering…not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” 2Peter 3:9).
Prayer:

Lord we thank you for Your love, the way You pursue us, nurture us, and that You never abandon us.
Help each of us live in light of Your love.
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