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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Change the World
1st Week: “Value What God Values”; God works through us to change the world when we understand what is important to Him and align our values with His values.
2nd Week:  “Go and Do”; The parable of the good Samaritan, emphasized moving beyond just knowing biblical truth to seeing needs in the world and putting compassion into action.
3rd Week:  “Focus on Jesus”; This lesson was about God’s plan to bring change to the world through His Son, Jesus, and how we can become involved in furthering that plan.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about obeying God’s call to tell others about Jesus Christ.
How this lesson can impact your life: Be sensitive to opportunities to tell the good news and respond boldly when opportunities arise.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Seize Each Opportunity” Acts 8: 26-29; God supernaturally arranges divine appointments for believers to share the good news about Jesus.  Christians should obediently seize any opportunity to tell others about Jesus, regardless of the race, nationality, or religion of those we meet.
2. “Explain the Scripture” Acts 8: 30-35; God’s Word is a powerful tool in sharing the gospel message.  Believers should not only know the Scriptures for their own spiritual growth but also to use in witnessing encounters.
3. “Invite a Response” Acts 8: 36-39; In telling the good news, we should be unafraid to ask boldly for a response because ultimately God draws people to Himself.  Baptism is the Christian’s obedient, outward testimony of God’s work within.
According to the World Christian Encyclopedia (2001);

· Around 340,000 people were born in the world each day.

· Around 145,000 people died each day.

· This increased the world’s population almost 200,000 people every day.

· We can rejoice that more people are becoming Christians today, around 69,000 each day.

· But it’s heartbreaking to realize that this is fewer than half of those who die daily and around one-fifth of those being born daily.

Only Jesus Christ can change lives;

· But many people have never heard that good news.

· All believers must use every opportunity to share Jesus and to support and encourage those who are doing so throughout the world.

Our lesson today is our 4th and final lesson on how to “Change the World.”

· The title of today’s lesson instructs us on what we are suppose to do.
· We are to “go and tell” the good news of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Seize Each Opportunity) Acts 8: 26-29.

Listen to what the angel told Philip as these verses are being read.

God’s opportunities to share Jesus may consist of His sending us to unexpected places;

· “Philip was commanded by an angel of the Lord to go south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to desert Gaza” v26.

· God’s will may not have made any sense to Philip, but he obediently followed the angel’s directive.

· Philip was called to go to an unexpected place.

Testimonies of many modern-day missionaries would say that;

· God moves His people to unexpected places to accomplish His will.

· Often it is a move from a bountiful place of harvest to a spiritually dead location.

· As Christians, we must be willing to go anywhere God leads.

· Have you ever wondered why God sometimes places you in the middle of unbelievers?

· He is giving you the opportunity to witness for Him!

God’s opportunities to tell others about Jesus may involve sending us to unexpected people;

· Not only was Philip commanded to go to an unexpected location;

· But also to a person likely catching him off guard.

· Philip found “an Ethiopian man” v27.

· Ethiopia was considered “the end of the earth” by the Greeks and Romans.

· Philip was fulfilling Jesus’ command for His followers to be witnesses to the uttermost parts of the world.

The Ethiopian was also a eunuch;

· He was also a “high official of Candace (KAN duh see), who was queen of the Ethiopians v27.

· Philip was in the presence of a noted government official in charge of the queen’s entire treasury.

· The Ethiopian “had come to worship in Jerusalem v27.

Just as we see that Philip acted upon God’s plan for him to tell the Ethiopian about Jesus;

· Believers today must not neglect to share Christ with people different than us.

· Crossing cultural barriers in our witnessing can occur right in our own backyards with neighbors.

The opportunities God gives us to share Jesus may involve unexpected preparation;

· The eunuch “was sitting in his chariot on his way home, reading the prophet Isaiah aloud” v28.

· He was in a spiritual mindset.

· He was reading about God’s Suffering Servant, Isaiah.

· It was God’s Spirit who commanded Philip to “join that chariot” v29.

Philip was having a successful preaching ministry to great crowds in Samaria (v5-8 not in our lesson text);

· But he obediently left that ministry to travel on a desert road.

· Because Philip went where God sent him;

· Ethiopia was opened up to the gospel.

· Follow God’s leading, even if it seems like a demotion.

God in His sovereignty creates divine encounters for us to tell others about Jesus;

· We should seize these openings precisely because God planned them for us.

· We must recognize that He prepares the hearts of people to receive our witness.

· We never know how far the results of our faithful obedience to bear witness for Christ will reach.

· We must therefore take every occasion to share Christ with others.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Explain the Scripture) Acts 8: 30-35.

Listen to the eunuch’s question to Philip as these verses are being read.

We find in this text 5 ways to effective evangelism (step 5 is actually in our next lesson text);
· 1.  Obey the Spirit.

· He “ran up to” the chariot v30

· We may not always understand why the Spirit directs us to do something.

· But He knows best, and He will guide us and empower us when we obey Him.

· 2.  Pay close attention to the person to whom we are led.

· The eunuch was reading out loud.

· Philip listened and heard that the man was “reading from the prophet Isaiah v28.

· Because he had studied the Scripture, Philip recognized the passage.

· 3.  Show concern by asking questions.

· Philip asked, “Do you understand what you’re reading?” v30.

· Many people unsaved would like to have someone explain Scripture to them, but they do not know that others care.

· When we engage them in sincere, friendly conversation, they will realize that we care.

· 4.  Explain the Scripture.
· Philip presented the good news of salvation through Jesus by explaining a portion of Isaiah’s prophecy of Jesus’ coming as the servant of God.

· “Philip told him the good news about Jesus from that Scripture” v35.

· If we read and study Scripture the Holy Spirit will help us explain the gospel in ways that are appropriate to the situation.

Look back at these four steps.

· Where are you in these steps in your efforts to witness to others?

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Invite a Response) Acts 8: 36-39.

Listen to the eunuch’s question to Philip as these verses are being read.

The fifth step in effective evangelism is to;
· 5.  Invite a response.
· The Spirit had prepared the man (eunuch) and he was the one who initiated the response by asking about being baptized v36.
· Baptism is an act of obedience and of public identification with Christ.
Philip led the man to confess his faith by indicating that;

· If he believed “with all” his “heart” he could be baptized v37.
· The new believer declared, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” v37.
· Upon that confession of faith, Philip baptized his fellow believer who “when on his way rejoicing” v39.
Not everyone will respond so positively and immediately as this man;

· Some will want to think about it.
· Others may reject the witness.
· When the Spirit is working and the circumstances of a person’s life are such that they are ready;
· They will eagerly believe and accept Christ.
· Sometimes we must simply plant seeds and pray for the harvest to come in God’s timing.
· Do not give up on anyone!
Sometimes we are tempted to look at our older friends and family members who are lost and we think;

· It’s too late.
· They have rejected the Lord too many times in the past.
· They will never change.
· Be a faithful witness.
· The Lord can use you and your witness to reach others;
· Even those who have rejected Christ previously.
When and where did you receive Jesus as your Savior?

· Who were some of the people who influenced you to make the decision?
· How did God use those people to invite you to respond to His grace?
· What does this teach you about your witness to others?
Think of someone you know who is not yet a believer.

· Begin to pray regularly for that person and for the opportunity to share your faith with them.
· Follow the Holy Spirit’s direction.
· You can be sure He will direct and empower you when the time comes.
Church on Fire
In June of 1990, fire ravaged a church building in Burlingame, California, doing a million dollars worth of damage.  Eventually, the minister of the congregation admitted to pouring gasoline on the building and lighting it.  He said that he wanted to collect the insurance money so that his church could update the fifty-five-year-old structure.

The minister claimed that he didn’t mean to burn down the entire building; his plan simply got out of hand.  In fact, one of his fellow ministers came to his defense, describing him as “a very dedicated man…a real man of God, with a genuine concern.”  Maybe this just goes to show that having a “genuine concern” for others is not all that is required to be a leader of God’s people.  A sense of integrity would also help!

Of course, there are many ministers who would like to “set the church on fire”-in a spiritual sense.  Those who are most successful at this follow the example of Philip:  they proclaim Christ faithfully and watch the gospel bear fruit in the lives of individuals who commit themselves to Christ.  In every time and place the transformation that occurs in those who accept Christ proves that God is still creating spectacular changes in human beings through those who are “on fire” for him.

Prayer:

Thank you for the faithful followers of Christ who brought the gospel to each of us.
May we be equally as faithful in delivering the gospel to others as we live each day for You.

Give each of us boldness to go anywhere and to anyone with the gospel message.

Here we are….send us…..
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