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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Change the World
1st Week: “Value What God Values”; God works through us to change the world when we understand what is important to Him and align our values with His values.
What this lesson is about: This lesson based on the parable of the good Samaritan, emphasizes moving beyond merely knowing biblical truth to seeing needs in the world and putting compassion into action.
How this lesson can impact your life: Develop a lifestyle of compassion based on God’s commands to love God and your neighbor.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Correct Answer”; Having the correct biblical knowledge does not guarantee complete obedience to God’s Word unless it is put into practice.
2. “Common Response”; Christians can become so absorbed in “religious” activities we fail to realize God calls us to reach out to the needy around us.
3. “Compassionate Action”; A neighbor is one who is willing to look beyond his or her own comfort zone and inclination toward the status quo to meet the practical needs of a world in need of God’s love put into action.
In last week’s lesson we discussed that to begin to “Change the World” we must “Value What God Values”;
· Today’s lesson will teach us that to “change the world” we also have to “go and do” what Jesus modeled and taught His followers to do.

· The heart of today’s lesson is the parable of the good Samaritan.

During this Christmas season, many Christians will have heads filled with Bible knowledge of;

· God’s desire and plan to change the world.

· But will fail miserably to act on it.

· We’ll refuse to leave our comfort zones and respond with compassion to the needs we encounter.

· We may feel sorry for the less fortunate and need around us yet still do nothing.

· Our lesson today emphasizes moving beyond knowing biblical truth to actually doing something about it.

What are some characteristics of a person you would describe as a “good Samaritan?”

As we study this lesson look at the attitudes of the people toward the wounded man we read and study today’s parable;
· At the end of the lesson we will review the attitudes of each of them.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Correct Answer) Luke 10: 25-28.

Listen to how Jesus answered the lawyer’s question as these verses are read.

Verses 25-28 set the stage for the parable of the good Samaritan and provided an example of misunderstanding God’s Word.

· A religious leader asked Jesus a question.

· He had ulterior motives. 

· He proceeded to give a correct answer when Jesus turned the table on him to respond.

The man asked Jesus a simple, straightforward question;

· “Teacher (Master KJV), what must I do to inherit eternal life?” v25.

· The problem was not the question.

· The problem was the motives behind his question.

· He showed Jesus respect, he called Jesus “Teacher/Master.”

· But his reason behind the question was not to learn but to “test (tempt KJV)” Jesus.

Jesus often responded to His opponents by answering their questions with questions of His own;

· In doing so, He placed greater burden back upon them.

· Jesus asked the lawyer/expert two questions:

· “What is written in the Law?” v26.

· “How do you read it?” v26.

Notice Jesus accomplished two very important tasks through his response;

· 1st He pointed the expert/lawyer to the Scriptures.

· Teachers and Bible students must likewise turn to God’s Word to find the answers to all of life’s questions.

· 2nd Jesus affirmed the authority and necessity of “the law.”

· Christians should never discard the OT as useless or somehow less inspired than the NT.

· On the all-important questions of achieving eternal life, both point to salvation by grace through faith (remember our recent lessons on faith?).

The expert/lawyer cited two well known verses in his answer to Jesus’ questions;

· “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself” v27.
· These 2 well known verses are found in Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18.

Jesus affirmed his answer by claiming;

· “You’ve answered correctly”

· Jesus commanded him to “Do this and you will live” v28.

· Was Jesus somehow saying that one can achieve salvation through works?

· Absolutely not!

Two important principles are keys to keeping His answer in perspective;

· Because of the sinful nature of humanity;

· Absolute obedience to the law is impossible.

· Our sin made necessary the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross to pay our debt.

· So through repentance from sin and faith in Christ, we benefit from His perfect obedience!

· He urged a lifestyle marked by devotion to God and love of one’s neighbor as evidence of a changed life.

The expert/lawyer desired a set of concrete rules to follow;

· Jesus instead asserted a way of living!

· Christians exhibiting these characteristics demonstrate their salvation in Christ.

· And will experience the eternal life at the heart of the expert’s initial question to Jesus.

Today, in order for us to impact our world;

· We must not only know the Bible and its claims on our lives;
· But also actually put them into practice.

· The greatest fault of the expert/lawyer was not his biblical knowledge.

· But his unwillingness to apply the Scripture to his daily life.

· As teachers and believers, we must avoid that same mistake.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Common Response) Luke 10: 29-32.

Listen to the expert/lawyer’s next question as these verses are read.

Jesus told the story of a man who was beaten and left for dead on the side of the road;
· The actions of the two religious leaders who saw him but passed by without stopping to give aid reflect the inaction of many believers today.

“And who is my neighbor?” v29

· In this story, Jews limited who qualified as their neighbors.

· Samaritans and Gentiles certainly did not qualify as their neighbors.

· The expert/lawyer asked Jesus where was the limit on whom I am to show love.

· His question is played out daily in believers’ lives whenever we try to escape blame for our inaction.

The traveler in our story “fell into the hands of robbers who stripped him, beat him up, and fled, leaving him half dead” v30;
· The robbers/thieves actions were excessive.

· They beat him up to the point of death before fleeing with their spoils.

Jesus introduced “a priest who happened to be going down that road” v31;

· No doubt, this religious person would stop and give aid to a helpless person.

· But “when he saw the traveler, he passed by on the other side v31.

Next, “a Levite also arrived at the place and saw the half dead traveler v32;

· The Levite’s response was the same as the priest.

· He too saw him and passed by on the other side v32.

Today, do we in many ways, act the same when encountering people in our paths who need help?

· Are our responses found lacking because we are not sensitive to the suffering and helpless around us?
· Do we often look to certain “leaders” such as pastors, deacons, or SS teachers to do “ministry” rather than understanding that God places upon every believer to do good to all people whenever we have the opportunity?

· We, as believers, can act so “religious” we actually become ineffective in meeting the practical, everyday needs of people right in our own paths.

· We can never change the world for God until we readily and willing do something.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Compassionate Action) Luke 10: 33-37.

Listen to the question Jesus asked the expert/lawyer as these verses are being read.

When Jesus mentioned “A Samaritan on his journey” v33;

· We need to understand that Samaritans were despised by the Jews.

· They were considered “half-breeds.”

· Most around the beaten man would wonder what awful things this “Samaritan” would do to this poor helpless victim.

Instead of the Samaritan doing further harm to the needy person;

· This man acted where others refused.

· He took actions showing that the “neighbor” in the parable was not the wounded man but was him-the Samaritan!

· The expert/lawyer wanted to limit who exactly was his neighbor deserving of God’s love.

· Instead, Jesus left him with the challenge:  Are you acting neighborly?
Today, each of us need to follow these practical steps to “change the world” for God’s glory;

· We must pay attention to the needs around us.

· Christians must also take notice of the hurting in our churches, our communities, and the world if we are to bring change to honor God.

· We should be willing to be interrupted from our routines to minister to others.

· We need to sacrifice our time and give encouraging words, volunteer in local ministries to the needy, or work to promote the welfare of those around us.

· OR…..do we continue to have the mind-set that:

· I can’t change my “routine” because I might miss my soap opera, my bingo game, my senior’s luncheon, my dart ball game…you get the picture.

· We must be willing to make a personal investment.
· The Samaritan helped the wounded man, taking him to an inn, and paid for his room (two pence-around 2 days’ wages).
· Helping people is rarely convenient or inexpensive.

· To change the lives of others we often are required to give more than just our time.

Jesus often saved the main point of His parables to the end;

· In today’s parable he posed a counter question to the expert/lawyer that we read back in verse 29.

· Jesus was asked by the man who his neighbor was.

· Jesus instead asked him who “proved to be a neighbor” v36.

The only correct answer to Jesus’ question was “the one who showed mercy” to the wounded traveler v37;

· Jesus told him, “Go and do the same” v37.

· His command shows habitual action.

· We need to show a lifestyle of compassion to all in need.

From this parable we learn three principles about loving our neighbor;

· Lack of love is often easy to justify, even though it is never right.

· Our neighbor is anyone of any race, creed, or social background who is in need.

· Love means acting to meet the person’s need.

At the beginning of this lesson I asked you to think about the attitudes of each of the people mentioned in today’s parable toward the wounded man;

· To the expert/lawyer, the wounded man was a subject to discuss.

· To the robbers, the wounded man was someone to use and exploit.
· To the religious men, the wounded man was a problem to be avoided.

· To the innkeeper, the wounded man was a customer to serve for a fee.

· To the Samaritan, the wounded man was a human being worth being cared for and loved.

· To Jesus, all of them and all of us were worth dying for!

Let Them Up Easy
On April 9, 1865, soldiers of the Confederacy waited outside the house that was the site of Lee’s surrender to Grant.  While they waited, they probably wondered about the terms of the surrender.  The American Civil War had been a bitter contest, and it would have been easy for the victorious army to demand harsh terms of their vanquished foe.

President Abraham Lincoln already had thought about what would happen when the war was over and the nation needed to heal.  He realized that this had been a war among neighbors, and it would need to be followed by a peace among neighbors.  “Let them up easy” is a famous phrase attributed to Lincoln after the fall of Richmond.  Lincoln’s understanding of “neighbors” helped heal a nation.

There are various facets to the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  At its heart, however, it is an illustration of being a godly neighbor.  What kind of neighbor are you?  “Neighbor” is not limited to the person or family next door.  It means anyone who is in need.  How do you respond to those in need?  How do you respond to someone who has wronged you and is now in need?  Your answer to those questions may reveal far more about your Christian character than the number of church services you attend!

Prayer:

Lord we confess that we have not always been Your hands and feet in our love for others.

Convict our hearts that we will be a “good Samaritan” to someone today.

Help us to see other’s needs and to minister to them.

Remove the obstacles in our hearts that limit us to being good neighbors.

Teach each of us to express our love for You by serving others.
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