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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  God’s Christmas Songs
  1st Week: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”; How we need significance, shepherding, and salvation in our lives.  We need to have faith in God when we are under siege.
2nd Week:  “Joy to the World”; Believers who experience joy (deep, settled confidence of abiding in God’s grace) acknowledge His greatness by words and lifestyle.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about Zechariah’s recognition of God’s fulfillment of His plan of salvation at the coming of the Messiah.
How this lesson can impact your life: Receive through Christ forgiveness of sin, freedom from defeat, and a mission with eternal value.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “God Saves Us from Sin”; Christians are to tell the good news of God’s marvelous gift of salvation in Christ.  Unsaved people can receive the salvation God has provided through Jesus the Messiah, and Christians can praise God for their salvation.
2. “God Saves Us to Serve”; As believers, we have the matchless privilege of serving God by ministering to others, and we can do so without fear.
3. “God Saves Us for Peace”; In a broken and dark world, faith in Christ allows believers to live in peace.
Our lesson today is about “Go, tell it on the mountain.”

· Can you recall a time when you knew something exciting that you just had to tell someone?

· Perhaps it was the birth of a child or grandchild.

· Maybe a promotion at work.

· Or the day your sweetheart said “I do!”

· When we have good news, we always want to share it with others.
As Christians, we have news that is more exciting than a new grandbaby or a new car;

· We have the gift of salvation from God!

· We must never lose our enthusiasm and passion for shouting this news from the highest hills!

Many adults around us are looking for meaning in their lives;
· At Christmas, they search for meaning through giving and receiving material gifts.

· Believers need to understand that our salvation is an incredible gift we are to share with the world.

Today’s lesson emphasized that through Christ;

· People can receive forgiveness of sins.

· Freedom from defeat.

· And a mission with eternal value.

The lesson’s scripture passages centers on the priest Zechariah’s recognition of God fulfilling His plan of salvation at the Messiah’s coming.  God always does what He promises.
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (God Saves Us from Sin) Luke 1: 67-71.  Listen to what Zechariah says in these verses.

The angel Gabriel appeared to the aged priest Zechariah;

· He announced that he and his elderly wife, Elizabeth, would have a son.

· The priest doubted they could produce a child in their old age.

· Zechariah’s doubt caused him not to be able to speak until his son was born.

· The priest returned home and his wife conceived as Gabriel had said (Luke 1: 5-25)

Elizabeth’s pregnancy reached full term and she bore a son;

· As the news spread, people recognized God had removed her stigma of barrenness.

· Relatives and friends suggested the boy be named Zechariah after his father.

· Elizabeth countered that his name was to be John.

· The people protested and motioned to the silent Zechariah to determine what he wanted the boy’s name to be.

· Zechariah wrote on a tablet that the name was to be John.

· Immediately, Zechariah regained his speech and began praising God.

After Zechariah confirmed his son’s name;

· The priest “was filled with the Holy Spirit” v67
· The statement expresses the gift of fresh and special inspiration from God.

· Zechariah’s ensuing prophecy was Spirit-inspired.

· The priest was both guided by God and spoke for Him.

Zechariah’s prophecy has two parts;

· Verses 68-75 focuses on God’s salvation in the coming Messiah.

· Verses 76-79 address John’s role and God’s great gift.

· John would be the forerunner of Jesus.

Zechariah began his song with a note of thanksgiving;

· Declaring that God was worthy of praise.

· The priest praised Israel’s covenant, all powerful God because in John’s birth and Jesus’ coming birth.

Zechariah described the Messiah’s work on behalf of God’s people;

· The phases “salvation from..enemies and salvation..from the clutches of those who hate us”

· Reflect Old Testament statements of God delivering the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.

· And his rescuing Dave from Saul and from other national and personal opponents.

· Zechariah used the phases to express the coming Messiah providing salvation from sin.

Not only does Jesus redeem us;

· Bu He also is able to deliver us from elements in our lives that defeat us.

· Through dependence on Him, we can be victors instead of victims as we face anything and anyone attempting to overcome us.

Christians are able to praise God for salvation provided through Jesus the Messiah;

· In all seasons, especially Christmas, we can tell the good news that people can receive God’s salvation from sin.

· God wants us to tell all people-including-people of other faiths-that Jesus is the only way to salvation.

· We should do so with tact, kindness, and humility.

The 3rd stanza of “Go, Tell it on the Mountain” states beautifully what God did in sending Jesus;

· Down in a lowly manger/The humble Christ was born.

· And God sent us salvation/That blessed Christmas morn.

· What we could not do for ourselves, God gave us out of His sheer grace and mercy.

Think for a few minutes of your salvation and how He rescued you.  Which of these words describes what you were before Christ rescued you?

· Aimless-ignorant-fearful-jealous-liar-wicked-broken-hate-abandoned-dishonest.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (God Saves Us to Serve) Luke 1: 72-77.

Listen to how we are to serve Him in these verses.

Zechariah celebrated God following through on His promises to Israel;
· In sending the Messiah, God dealt mercifully with Israel’s fathers v72

· God was making good on the promises of His holy covenant.

· God acted on His promises.

· The covenant’s fulfillment was certain.

· God wanted to show His unchangeable purpose.

· He guaranteed it with an oath v17

God’s provision of the Messiah would result in people being rescued from the clutches (hands) of their enemies;

· Not the Romans, but the bondage of sin.

· Deliverance from sin’s dominance would free people from fear of judgment.

· It would give them the matchless privilege of serving God v73

God’s redeemed people served Him in holiness and righteousness v75;

· They are marked by true piety.

· They keep God’s laws.

· They conduct themselves properly in relating to others.

· They live and minister all their lives in His presence (before Him).

· With an awareness that He observes and approves.

· All of us should today live each day of our lives doing all these things for Him.

John would be God’s prophet;

· Telling the good news of the Messiah’s arrival.

· John would be the Most High’s spokesman.

· Jesus would be superior to John.

· When John began his ministry, he acknowledged Jesus’ superiority to Him.

John’s role as God’s prophet was significant;

· No prophet had appeared in Israel for about 400 years.

· John came on the scene as the promised Messenger (Malachi 3:1).

· John would be the Messiah’s forerunner to herald His coming.

Through Christ, God saves people so they can serve Him as long as they live;

· Many believers do not serve God because they are:

· Busy.

· View Christian service as unimportant.

· Are unsure of their gifts.

· Or they are afraid. 

· We as Christians should make serving God a priority.

· We need to identify our spiritual gifts.
· And recognize we have no reason to be afraid to serve Him.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (God Saves Us for Peace) Luke 1: 78-79.

Listen to what God gives us in these verses.

God’s redemptive act in sending the Messiah flowed from His merciful compassion (v78);

· God feels for and with us.

· Merciful conveys the sense of pity or kindness.

· It suggests good will that seeks to help people in distress.

The Messiah would dispel people’s spiritual darkness;

· With the light of God’s available grace.

· He would offer life to people living in the shadow of death v79

· The Messiah would give hope to the hopeless.

The Messiah would guide people’s feet into the way of peace v79;

· He would make possible the removal of conflict between people and God caused by their rebellion against Him.

· They could “lay down their arms” by accepting His offer of grace and love.

· He would enable people to experience spiritual well-being under God’s rule.

· He would make possible true peace for a desperate world.

In a real sense and in many respects, today our world is a dark world;

· Yet as Christians, we can live in peace in the midst of that darkness because of our relationship with God through Christ.
· We can share with others our journey of peace as Christ guides our steps.

God lives and is active to ensure that ultimately wrong will fail and right will prevail;

· The good news is that through Jesus people can receive forgiveness for their sins and grace for living.

· That is good news worth telling!

Being reconciled with God enables us to be at peace with others also;

· But our witness is hindered when we are not at peace with those around us.

· Are you at “odds” with anyone today?

· What do you need to do to make peace with that person?

Promises! Promises!
Every time he got an offer for a new credit card, he accepted it.  And every time he bought something, he charged it.  His credit card debt soared.  He promised to pay but he never did.  He dismissed it by saying, “I’m the most promising young man in town.  I promise to pay for this and I promise to pay for that.”
The promises of people may not always be kept, but God’s always are. He is in this sense “more promising” than we are.  His promises are greater and His promises are sure to be kept.  That’s why when we sing that old song “Standing on the Promises” we note the last words of the refrain:  “we’re standing on the promises of God.”  Those are the only promises on which we can truly stand.

The promises of people often fail.  You cannot stand on them.  Some people never intend to keep their promises in the first place.  Some intend to keep them but are prevented by circumstances beyond their control.

But God intends to keep His promises, and He has the resources necessary to do so.  Sometimes we dismiss the assurances that come from people and say cynically, “Promises! Promises!”  But no one can dismiss God’s promises with such cynicism.

Today’s lesson shows that it does not matter how old a promise is.  God will keep it.  You can see it in the Bible.  You can see it in life.  He may delay the keeping of the promise.  He may keep it in a way we do not expect.  But we may be certain God’s promises will be kept.

Prayer:

Lord may each of us offer as much praise as Zechariah offered.

Make us humble and obedient.

Encourage us to go and tell everyone the “good news” of your salvation.
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