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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Balanced Spiritual Growth   
1st Week: “Connect” this lesson highlighted the priority of community among believers as revealed in the Bible.  Community produces blessing, provides care, and is created by God.
2nd Week: “Grow” this lesson urged Christians to grow in spiritual maturity by exercising discernment, following good examples, and studying the Scriptures. 
3rd Week:  “Serve” this lesson was about how mature Christians function in the body of Christ.  No greater good can be lived in the Christian life than to serve the body, be empowered by the Spirit, and embrace service with a godly attitude.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about the simplicity of bringing others to Christ.
How this lesson can impact your life: Tell others about Jesus and your experience with Him.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Why We Go” John 1: 29, 35-39; Jesus is the only Savior, and only He can take away the sins of the world.  Be prepared to encounter people who believe there are many ways to God.
2. “Whom to Tell” John 1: 40-46; Identify those you know who have not yet met Jesus.  Don’t wait to start witnessing until you have all the answers.
3. “What Results” John 1: 49-51; Be aware that the results of our telling others about Jesus are not always immediately apparent.
Take a moment and remember back to who told you about Jesus;
· Our lesson study today is about the simplicity of telling others about Jesus.

· Many of us are a little nervous about talking to others about our faith.

· Sometimes we think it’s complicated.
Our Scripture verses in today’s lesson show us three people who told someone about Jesus;

· John the Baptist

· Andrew

· Philip

· We will look at whom they told, what they said, and what happened as a result.

· We will discover that witnessing can be simple, not complicated.

Our 1st Scripture text is John 1: 29, 35-39 (Why We Go).
35 Again the next day, John was standing with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look! The Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and noticed them following Him, He asked them, "What are you looking for?" They said to Him, " Rabbi" (which means "Teacher"), "where are You staying?" 39 "Come and you'll see," He replied. So they went and saw where He was staying, and they stayed with Him that day. It was about 10 in the morning. 
John began by showing John the Baptist’s allegiance to Jesus and His mission;

· The Baptizer identified Jesus as “the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” v29

· Notice that the Baptizer’s witness focuses on Jesus and not himself.

· It is the Lamb that is worthy to receive praise, not men.

Here we see Jesus as the sacrificial “Lamb of God”

· This title shows his death and sacrifice on our behalf by the Savior!

· It is only Jesus who can take away “the sin of the world”

· The unique position of Jesus as the perfect, sinless Lamb of God allowed our Savior’s death to atone for the world’s sins!

In verses 35-39, John the Baptist decreased while Jesus increased;

· Some of the Baptizer’s disciples began to follow Jesus.

· John did not simply point out Jesus but gave testimony why his disciples should now follow Jesus (not him).

· The two disciples turned from John and followed Jesus.

· In reality the two disciples did not simply walk after Jesus;

· But they would shortly turn their lives over to Him!

Jesus saw the two potential disciples and immediately asked them a question that should be asked today of all who seek him;

· He asked them, “What are you looking for?” v37

· It is not a thing but a “Who” that we are all looking for.

The two disciples responded with a courteous, “Rabbi”;

· This was a term of deep respect.

· They asked Jesus “Where are you staying?” v38

· They wanted to become acquainted with Jesus and to spend time with Him.

Just as the first two disciples were steered by the Baptizer;

· To go and investigate the claims that he was making about Jesus.

· So also should we invite people to investigate the Savior.

· The best way for nonbelievers to investigate our claims is to read His Word.

· We can point others to Jesus and tell them what has happened to us.

· Think about the personal testimony you can share on how your life is different because……..

Our 2nd Scripture text is John 1: 40-46 (Whom to Tell). 

40 Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard John and followed Him. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and told him, "We have found the Messiah!" (which means "Anointed One"), 42 and he brought [Simon] to Jesus. When Jesus saw him, He said, "You are Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which means "Rock"). 43 The next day He decided to leave for Galilee. Jesus found Philip and told him, "Follow Me!" 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the One Moses wrote about in the law (and so did the prophets ): Jesus the son of Joseph, from Nazareth!" 46 "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Nathanael asked him. "Come and see," Philip answered.

The life-changing experience of welcoming Jesus into your life;

· Usually begins with a person telling you about Christ and what He has done for that person.

· We see in verses 40-46 that Andrew was one of the previously unnamed disciples who followed Jesus.

· Andrew found his own brother Simon and exclaimed to him, “We have found the Messiah” v41
Upon seeing Simon, Jesus did a curious thing;

· He looked deeply into Simon’s life and simply spoke to who the man really was.

· Rather than renaming Simon, Jesus called him Cephas (meaning rock..Greek for Peter).

· Simon would primarily be called by his nickname given him by Jesus.

Notice that Andrew did not wait until he had studied long and hard the ways of witnessing;

· He simply told Peter what he knew about Jesus.

· We should not wait to witness until we have all the answers.

· Rather, we should simply tell others about who Jesus is in our lives.

When Jesus found Philip v43;

· He simply gave a straightforward command, “Follow Me!”

· While the first three disciples were introduced to Jesus by others (John the Baptist and Andrew).

· Christ took the initiative with Philip.

A number of elements are significant in Philip’s going and telling of Christ;

· Notice the repetition of “found”, introduced back in 1:41, but the question must be asked, “Who really finds whom?”

· Nathanael here and in John 21:2 most likely is known in the other Gospels as Bartholomew.

· Philip identified Jesus as “the One Moses wrote about in the Law” v45, which showed that Philip was a serious student of the Scriptures.

· Notice that Philip’s call to Nathanael mirrored Jesus’ words to the Baptizer’s disciples the day before (v39).

· There may have existed something of a rivalry between Cana (Nathanael’s home) and Nazareth. Notice Nathanael’s sarcastic questions, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” v46.  Notice Philip responded, “Come and see.”
When we witness today;

· We need to respond much like Philip did when faced with sarcasm or negativity on the part of those to whom we are witnessing.

· It is not our job as Christians to convert those who are lost; the Holy Spirit does that.

· We are to be faithful witnesses and to simply offer the lost the chance to “come and see” v46

Like Philip and Nathanael, we too need Jesus;

· The one satisfactory answer to our deepest need.

· If we follow the line of relationships between the disciples in theses verses, we see connection links to Jesus

· The Baptizer directed two of his disciples to Jesus.

· Andrew told his brother Peter and took him to Jesus.

· Philip took Nathanael, apparently a friend or acquaintance, who met Jesus.

God uses broken vessels of clay (humanity) to spread the gospel to the lost and dying world;

· He does this marvelous deed through the deepest and yet simplest gestures;

· A kind word

· A testimony

· A helping hand to those who are needy.

· We are calling people to “come and see!”

· The Messiah has come, and He wants a relationship with you!

Our last Scripture text is John 1: 49-51 (What Results).
49 " Rabbi," Nathanael replied, "You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 50 Jesus responded to him, "Do you believe [only] because I told you I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than this."51 Then He said, " I assure you: You will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 

Nathanael first addressed Jesus with the formal title “Rabbi” v49

· This was a term of respect for a teacher of the Law in Israel.

· He proclaimed Jesus to be “the Son of God!..the King of Israel!” v49

This led to another question from Nathanael back in v48 (not in text);

· “How do you know me?” v48

· He may have thought Philip had told Jesus, but the Lord surprised Nathanael with His answer to the question mentioned again in v50.
· This kind of supernatural knowledge impressed Nathanael.

· His skepticism was replaced by joyful faith.

Nathanael used three important titles in his confession of faith;

· “Rabbi”…..a respected teacher.

· “The Son of God”….was a title John the Baptist had used to describe Jesus v34

· “The King of Israel”….was the Messiah hoped for by the Jewish people.

In responding to Nathanael’s confession of faith, Jesus said two things.

· 1st Jesus told the amazed new disciple that he would see greater things than he had yet seen v50

· 2nd Jesus used another title to describe Himself.  He called Himself “the Son of Man”

Philip’s testimony prepared the way for Jesus to speak to Nathanael;

· Philip was persistent in his testimony.

· His friend Nathanael expressed strong skepticism

· But Philip challenged Nathanael to give Jesus a chance to change his life.

· And the results should encourage us to go and keep going and to tell and keep telling others about Christ!

Statistics today show that;
· 45% of the unchurched are somewhat likely to attend church if invited by a friend.

· 17% are very likely to attend if invited by a friend.

· These statistics show us that we need to take the initiative to invite the lost to Jesus.
· Don’t be discouraged if your lost friend does not turn to Christ at first witness.

· Continue to pray for that person and be available to them if they need you.

· Let God do the convicting and calling.

· Let us Christians be messengers of the good news!

Bearing Witness

In spite of the admiration of crowds and the great success that John the Baptist enjoyed in leading many to be baptized in the river Jordan, he still kept his task in perspective.  He remembered that he was testifying of another greater than he was.  We need to evaluate our own Christian service and to understand that we are not seeking honor and glory for ourselves, but for our Savior.

One of the most famous biographers in English literary history was James Boswell (1740-1795).  He dedicated himself to the recording and transcribing of the deeds, writings, and above all the “table talk” and conversational remarks of Samuel Johnson.  Johnson was a novelist, biographer, and lexicographer.  His English Dictionary was a landmark achievement.  Boswell preserved so many of Johnson’s interesting and perceptive observations that his Life of Samuel Johnson became a classic.  His dedication to the presentation of Johnson’s wisdom made Boswell famous as well.
In the same way, our testimony to Jesus also enlarges and elevates our lives.  We seek to make His words known.  We remind others of His deeds of mercy and power, and we do what we can to enlist others as His followers.  James Boswell simply sought to make Samuel Johnson known and loved.  This is exactly what we seek to do in our presentation of Jesus-to make him known and loved!

Prayer:

Lord give us opportunities to share You with people we know.

Help us to go where You want us to go and tell others what You want us to say.
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