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1st lesson this month on the topic:  It’s a Miracle!   
When studying Jesus’ miracles we can fail to see the forest for the trees;

· We can become so focused on the details that we fail to see the miracle’s message. 
· As we study this month’s lessons about some of Jesus’ miracles we need to ask ourselves what they reveal about Him and what He desires to do in us and through us.

Today, the word miracle often is used loosely, so let’s define it in biblical terms;

· A miracle is an unusual and significant event (wonder)

· Produced by the working of a supernatural agent (power)

· And is performed for the purpose of authenticating the message or the messenger (sign).

· As we study some of Jesus’ miracles this month we need to focus on what these miracles communicate about Jesus and what message Jesus is giving us about Himself.

We have 5 excellent lessons this month;

· Oct. 2:  “Glory Revealed” Turning water into wine revealed Jesus’ glory in His disciples and helped them believe in Him.  Let the study of this miracle help strengthen our faith in Jesus as the One and Only Son of God.

· Oct. 9:  “Forgiveness Offered” The miracle of forgiving and healing a paralytic revealed that Jesus alone has the authority to forgive sin.  Experience forgiveness of your sins and be motivated to share the message of God’s forgiveness and grace.

· Oct. 16:  “Hope Discovered” The healing of a centurion’s slave and the raising of a widow’s son show Jesus’ authority over sickness and death.  This lesson can help us face desperate situations with hope, knowing that Jesus has power even over death.

· Oct. 23:  “Wholeness Restored” Jesus demonstrated His power over evil by casting out demons and restoring a person to wholeness.  This lesson will remind us of evil’s power and renew our confidence that Jesus can restore wholeness to our lives.

· Oct. 30:  “Satisfaction Found” Jesus fed the 5,000 and taught that He is the Bread of life who alone can satisfy our spiritual hunger.  Believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and experience more fully the satisfaction He offers.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about Jesus’ revealing His glory by turning water into wine, with the result that His disciples believed in Him.
How this lesson can impact your life: Strengthen your faith in Jesus as the One and Only Son of God.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Understand the Mission of Jesus” John 2: 1-5; Jesus’ response to Mary’s concern reminds us that the Lord never ignores the needs that we bring to Him in prayer, even when He chooses not to act immediately upon them or in the manner we desire.
2. “Experience the Power of Jesus” John 2: 6-10; When the Lord responds to our concerns by doing something that we may consider to be miraculous, we do well to discern what He’s showing us about Himself.
3. “See the Glory of Jesus” John 2: 11; 1: 14-18; We should strive to keep in mind that Christ reveals His glory to us so our faith in Him will grow stronger.
Our 1st Scripture text is John 2: 1-5 (Understand the Mission of Jesus):
1 On the third day a wedding took place in Cana of Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, and 2 Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding as well. 3 When the wine ran out, Jesus' mother told Him, "They don't have any wine."4 "What has this concern of yours to do with Me, woman?" Jesus asked. "My hour has not yet come."5 "Do whatever He tells you," His mother told the servants.

According to John’s gospel, Jesus performed His first miracle at a wedding banquet in Cana;

· The residents of Cana were not considered wealthy.

· Most of the people who lived there probably made a meager living as farmers or craftsmen.

According to these verses, who was at the wedding?

· Jesus

· Mary

· The disciples (there were only 6 at this time).

· Servants

Lack of funds made the celebration of a wedding a difficult feat for some families in Cana;

· The groom’s family usually hosted the celebration which could last a week or more.

· The host family had to supply enough food and drink for their guests to enjoy themselves.

· Nothing brought shame to a host family like running out of refreshments before the celebration ended.
Mary understood the shame that would torment her friends because;

· They ran out of wine v3

· Mary apparently came to the wedding to help the family with the details of the celebration.

For this problem, Mary didn’t have any way of helping her friends;

· She turned instinctively to Jesus.

· No one else at the wedding feast knew Jesus like His mother.

Mary had a clear picture of how Jesus could help her friends;
· However she didn’t seem to have the same grasp on the reason that Jesus had come into the world.

· As He reminded her, His work had to be done in a way that accomplished His mission.

Jesus hinted at His mission by referring to His hour that had not yet come v4;

· When He referred to His hour, Jesus had in mind the time of His death and resurrection.

· For Jesus, His hour meant dying on the cross and rising again.

As He reminded His mother of His mission;

· Jesus spoke to her with respect and kindness.

· In the English language Jesus’ use of the term “woman” comes across as harsh and disrespectful.

· But in the original language, the term didn’t sound that way.

· Instead, it reflected Jesus’ affection for His mother.

With His response to Mary, Jesus gave us a valuable insight;
· We do well to take a fresh look at the needs we bring to Jesus.

· When we look at them in light of God’s will and the need to bring glory to His Son;

· We are able to evaluate them properly.

· Like Mary, sometimes we lose sight of our Savior’s mission and our need to glorify Him in everything.

· Jesus’ response to Mary gives us a valuable way to evaluate the needs that we bring to Him in prayer.

Mary’s response to Jesus revealed something else about her relationship with Him;

· She brought her need to Jesus, and then she trusted Him to take care of it in the right way.

· That’s why she told the servants to do whatever Jesus told them v5.

Mary’s example of simple trust in Jesus;
· Helps us in our walk with Him.

· Like her, we demonstrate our trust in Him by bringing our needs to Him with the assurance that He will address them in ways that will bring glory to Himself.

Our 2nd Scripture text is John 2: 6-10 (Experience the Power of Jesus):

6 Now six stone water jars had been set there for Jewish purification. Each contained 20 or 30 gallons.7 "Fill the jars with water," Jesus told them. So they filled them to the brim. 8 Then He said to them, "Now draw some out and take it to the chief servant." And they did.9 When the chief servant tasted the water (after it had become wine), he did not know where it came from—though the servants who had drawn the water knew. He called the groom 10 and told him, "Everybody sets out the fine wine first, then, after people have drunk freely, the inferior. But you have kept the fine wine until now."

Jesus didn’t hesitate to meet the need that Mary brought to Him;

· He instructed the servants to fill six stone water jars v7

· After the servants filled the pots to the brim with water, Jesus performed a miracle.

· He turned the water into wine.

· The chief servant tasted the sample and showed his surprise at the quality of the wine.

Jesus’ response to Mary’s request gives us a glimpse into His interest in our concerns and struggles;

· He could have ignored Mary’s request for help, showing He considered her concern to be trivial and not worthy of His attention.

· But He addressed the need she brought to Him.

· Notice that He took decisive action to resolve the crisis.

· His response demonstrates His concern for what concerns us.

· No issue or need in our lives is too small for Him!

Notice that during this time Jesus refrained from calling attention to Himself;

· He kept silent when the chief servant made the declaration about the quality of the wine.

· He seemed eager to remain in the shadows

· Unwilling to say anything about His role in resolving the crisis by providing the wine.

· Only the servants who filled up the water pots knew that something miraculous had happened.

Jesus’ silence makes the purpose of the miracle that much more difficult to grasp;

· When Jesus performed a miracle, He had a definite purpose in mind.

· Apparently He didn’t want to show everyone at the wedding celebration His miracle-working power.

· He could have performed the miracle that way, but chose not to.

Jesus provided a symbol for the disciples when He turned the water into wine;

· The miracle symbolized the difference between the lifeless religion of the Jews and a vibrant relationship with Jesus.

· The banquet with no more wine represented the spiritual emptiness of the people of Israel during that time.

· By contrast, the wine Jesus provided symbolized the fresh joy and undefiled blessing that came with knowing and following Him.
· Devotion to Christ will turn someone in a dead religion into a person who can experience new life that’s full of true joy and lasting fulfillment.

In our relationship with Jesus;

· Sometimes we might find ourselves questioning whether we’ve made the right choice by giving ourselves to Him.

· The crisis of our lives may lead us to wonder if our devotion to Christ has made us miss out on some of the good things that life has to offer.

· The miracle at Cana helps us to see that Jesus can bring the very best out of our most humiliating or disappointing circumstances.

Reflecting on the miracle so far leads us to see the wisdom in making Christ the Lord of our lives;

· If He has the power to turn water into wine;

· We can count on Him to have what’s necessary to turn our sorrow into joy as we serve Him.

· We can rest in the assurance that He’s concerned about what impacts us.

· We can trust Him to guide us through our struggles in a way that will glorify Himself.

Our last Scripture text is John 2: 11; 1: 14, 18 (See the Glory of Jesus):
11 Jesus performed this first sign in Cana of Galilee. He displayed His glory, and His disciples believed in Him. 1:14 The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed His glory, the glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 1:18 No one has ever seen God. The One and Only Son —the One who is at the Father's side —He has revealed Him. 

John referred to Jesus’ first miracle as a sign v11;

· He did more than merely turn water into wine.

· Jesus pointed to the fact that He was God’s Son.

· The Messiah for whom the people of Israel had been waiting.

· Other signs would be given along the way to show that God had kept His promise and sent His son;

· Who would provide the way of salvation.

Throughout the story John introduced us to a number of people;

· Jesus-His disciples-Mary-the guests-the servants-the chief servant.

· All of them, except Jesus, seemed to fade into the background as the focus of the story shifted to Jesus’ disciples.

The disciples could see that the miracle signaled His identity as God’s Son;

· And displayed His glory as the Messiah.

· What they saw had a significant effect of them.

· John said that it caused them to believe in Him even more.

· The miracle they beheld helped them to make their faith in Him as God’s Son even stronger.

As Jesus’ disciples today…..

· We also have plenty of room to grow in the way we trust Him.

· When we read this story, our faith in Him and His power to perform miracles can be strengthened.

· The purpose of the miracle is to help us strengthen our trust in Him for who He really is in our lives.

· He’s God’s Only Son, our Savior and Lord.

· Because we recognize who He is, we grow in our love for Him and in our willingness to serve Him.

In our walk with Jesus as believers;

· We’ve come to understand why John referred to Him as God’s One and Only Son v14

· Through Jesus Christ alone, we experience the superlative and complete expression of God’s grace.

· Only Jesus can give us the greatest gift we could ever receive-the gift of eternal life.

We have also come to know something else about God’s Son;

· Because He was both God and man, He alone reveals completely God and His ways to us.

· Studying the life of Christ helps us to grow stronger in our relationship with God.

· Like John wrote, we cannot know God on our own.

· God will always remain elusive until we have a personal relationship with His Son.

· When we give ourselves to Jesus, God makes Himself known to us.

The purpose of the miracle isn’t to make you feel more comfortable about turning to Christ in emergencies;

· The goal of the miracle is to prompt you to nurture a deeper faith in Jesus as God’s Son.

· Instead of focusing only on the miracle itself, place your gaze on God’s Son and the glory He displayed when He turned the water into wine.

· Give your attention and devote your life to God’s One and Only Son, Jesus Christ.

When God Speaks
In Christian circles, one occasionally hears someone say, “The Lord told me…” or “The Lord showed me…” such-and such.  Some Christians wonder whether this kind of “message” is really God speaking or simply a feeling prompted by the person’s own desires.

Other people hear “divine messages” that are clearly not from God.  For example, Brandon Wilson claimed that God had told him to murder a nine-year-old boy in an Oceanside, California, beachfront rest room in 1998.  Wilson, a drifter, said he began to have murderous thoughts as a result of hearing the “shock-rock” music of Marilyn Manson and reading the writings of a German philosopher.  After his arrest, Wilson said God had told him to start killing people so that the world would come to an end:  “There was a part of me that was evil and God had put it there for a reason-to use me.”

The incident at the wedding feast in Cana offers a striking contrast to such twisted thinking as Wilson’s.  At Cana those who obeyed the voice of Jesus found delight and satisfaction for themselves and others, rather than suffering and grief.

So how do we determine whether someone’s words really represent the voice of God?  First, we must measure any alleged “message” by what Scripture teaches.  And second, we must examine the “fruits” of the people who claim to have heard from God.  If chaos and destruction follow their words and actions, we do well to question the source of their message.
Prayer;
Lord we are so thankful for what Your life, death, and resurrection has meant to all of us.
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