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5th lesson this month on the topic:  Going Right in a Culture Gone Wrong   
1st Week: “Thriving in a Fast-Food Culture” This lesson was about God’s call to align ourselves with Christ, and we can do so as we avoid those things that harm us physically and practice a healthy lifestyle for His honor.
2nd Week:  “Seeking Purity in a Sensual Culture” A lesson about living pure lives by being imitators of God and walking in His love, light, and wisdom.
3rd Week:  “Caring in an Expendable Culture” A lesson about God valuing life and so should we.
4th Week:  “Loving in a Divided Culture” This lesson was about God not showing favoritism and neither should we.  We need to identify our prejudices, and look for ways to overcome them.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about an obligation to meet the needs of people our culture would prefer to ignore.
How this lesson can impact your life: Get more personally involved in helping people in need around you.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Share Generously” Deuteronomy 15: 7-11; As Christians, we should adopt a general policy of a willingness to share with a neighbor in order to meet his/her needs.
2. “Treat with Dignity” Deuteronomy 24: 10-15; God called us to reflect Him in our dealings with the world by being both merciful and generous to those who may not always deserve either.
3. “Protect with Mercy” Deuteronomy 24: 17-18; As followers of Jesus, we can protect and provide for the poor in our churches, neighborhoods, cities, and world.
Greedy (definition):

· Having or showing a selfish desire for wealth and possessions.

We live in a complex world that drives our consumer society to excessiveness.

· No matter where people fall on the economic scale;

· They obsess over material objects, comforts, and considerations

· Often to the exclusion of spiritual thoughts.

Why are so many people, perhaps even ourselves, so greedy?

· What’s the problem with being greedy?
· The flip side of a greedy culture is a needy culture.

· God expects His followers to care for the many people in this world who are in need.

· We can’t do that if we greedily focus on ourselves!

Our 1st Scripture text is in Deuteronomy 15: 7-11 (Share Generously):

HCSB 7 “If there is a poor person among you, one of your brothers within any of your gates in the land the LORD your God is giving you, you must not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. 8 Instead, you are to open your hand to him and freely loan him enough for whatever need he has. 9 Be careful that there isn’t this wicked thought in your heart, ‘The seventh year, the year of canceling debts, is near,’ and you are stingy toward your poor brother and give him nothing. He will cry out to the LORD against you, and you will be guilty. 10 Give to him, and don’t have a stingy heart when you give, and because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you do. 11 For there will never cease to be poor people in the land; that is why I am commanding you, ‘You must willingly open your hand to your afflicted and poor brother in your land.’

Through Moses, God instructed Israel regarding their responsibility to meet the needs of the poor in their community;

· How do we order a society that reflects God’s priorities?

· How do we care for the least of these?

· What responsibility do we have to the poor, the hungry, and the vulnerable?

· It would appear that our lesson text could not be clearer in stating our requirement of generosity toward the poor.

Having addressed the economic ideal of no poverty in the nation (see v4);

· Moses shifted to helping the Israelites understand how to respond to poverty.

· Because of greed and selfishness, God anticipated reluctance to supply the needs of a poor person v7.

· Therefore, He led Moses to command the Israelites to help their impoverished brothers within any of their gates “abundantly and willingly” v7.

· God knew kindhearted and generous people would not always make up the majority.

God identified four dangers that the Hebrews should avoid;

· 1.  If they heard about the poverty of one of their brothers, then they must not be hardhearted by refusing to assist a poor person in need v7.

· They were to adopt a general policy of willingly sharing with neighbors in order to meet their needs.

· 2.  One with the ability to give aid should not be tightfisted toward his brother.

· The word pictures a clenched fist clamped down around money so tightly that no one could pry even one finger away from it.

· God provided the antidote for a tightfisted attitude toward those in need:  “Open your hand to him and freely loan him” v8

· Hardhearted and tightfisted attitudes prevent us from receiving from God all the blessings He wants to pour out on us.

· 3.  The Hebrews should avoid any wicked thought in their hearts v9.

· God did not require simply giving anything to the poor.

· Rather, He said to “loan him enough for whatever need he has” v8

· 4.  Moses warned against holding a grudging attitude or having a stingy heart when you give v10.

· Such an attitude puts people in a perilous predicament.

· The Bible teaches that the poor will cry out to the Lord against you in the court of God’s justice.

· The Lord did not want people to help others in a totally unwilling spirit.

· But desired them to open their hands in generosity to their brothers in need.

We often feel paralyzed by the reality of poverty;
· Ancient Hebrews struggled to live within their covenant;
· Envisioning a world with no division between loving God and loving each other.

· We often have the same struggle.

· Although we often stumble and lose our way like the Hebrews did;

· The Lord still desires that we aspire to create communities where we reflect God in all we do.

Which word best describes your attitude toward helping those in need around you;

· Reluctant-spontaneous-guilty-generous-struggle-involved-annoyed-joyous

Our 2nd Scripture text is in Deuteronomy 24: 10-15 (Treat with Dignity):

HCSB 10 “When you make a loan of any kind to your neighbor, do not enter his house to collect what he offers as security. 11 You must stand outside while the man you are making the loan to brings the security out to you. 12 If he is a poor man, you must not sleep in the garment he has given as security. 13 Be sure to return it to him at sunset. Then he will sleep in it and bless you, and this will be counted as righteousness to you before the LORD your God. 14 “Do not oppress a hired hand who is poor and needy, whether one of your brothers or one of the foreigners residing within a town in your land. 15 You are to pay him his wages each day before the sun sets, because he is poor and depends on them. Otherwise he will cry out to the LORD against you, and you will be held guilty. 
In the middle of Moses’ teaching on the rights that the Israelite people would enjoy and observe for one another’s good;

· He identified specific directives regarding loans to the poor;
· And the collateral involved with those loans.

· Understanding the heart of these instructions provides principles believers can apply today.

God stipulated that His people should treat with respect a neighbor who borrowed money v10;

· The Hebrew word included a wide variety of possibilities;

· Brother, companion, fellow, friend, or other family member.

· He stated the lender could not barge into the poor person’ home to collect the collateral.

· Entering the debtor’s house to seize something as security would humiliate the debtor and his family by having another acting as master of the debtor’s domain.

· Imagine the humiliation you might experience if a loan officer walked through your house taking your valuables as collateral.

Moses provided for a poor man who secured a loan;

· Because he could only offer his garment, the lender must not sleep in it v12.

· All humans have value-they bear God’s image and likeness (Gen. 1: 26-27).

· God’s covenant people must recognize the value and worth He places on humans and respond appropriately.

Concern for the poor continued into Moses’ instructions to landowners who employed workers;

· The fact a hired hand had no significant economic status;

· Provided the employer no excuse to deny him dignified treatment.

· God required that every laborer receive his wages each day before sundown;

· So he could buy food to take home to his hungry family.

When sin and greed become entrenched;

· The victims have little or no leverage to overcome their circumstances.

· While we live in a very different culture than when payment of wages came at the close of each day;

· Many people do live “from paycheck to paycheck.”

If people are going to talk to the Lord about us;

· Let it be because they are thanking God, not complaining to Him about our treatment of them!

Our last Scripture text is in Deuteronomy 24: 17-18 (Protect with Mercy):

HCSB 17 Do not deny justice to a foreigner or fatherless child, and do not take a widow’s garment as security. 18 Remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you from there. Therefore I am commanding you to do this.
Through Moses, God called Israel to stand as one to protect the most helpless in their society;

· The aliens, orphans, and widows-by not denying them justice v17

· In the OT, justice stood out as God’s will for everyone in Israelite society;

· Because it reflected His character and treatment of them.

· Here Moses actually reiterated his previous admonition not to deny justice(16:19)

· But specified the command protecting the most vulnerable.

Perverting justice might come by showing favoritism or by taking bribes;

· Neither of which reflect the God-like qualities God wanted His people to demonstrate.

· In our Jan. 8th lesson, believers were called on to imitate God through kindness and boundless love for people.

· Here Moses called on God’s people to act like God in granting justice to all people.

Consider similarities between the aliens in Moses’ day and immigrants in our country today;

· Israel granted hospitality to them, providing them shelter and jobs.

· Although they could not vote in community matters, they otherwise could become full members of the community if they converted.

· The immigration issues in our country confuse and divide us politically, socially, and economically.

· As a people of faith, we can look for ways to minister to immigrants trapped by their circumstances.

· We have a responsibility to ensure they receive fair and just treatment.

A disobedient and dishonest judge in Israel offered a particular threat to a fatherless child v17;

· Like aliens, orphans had no legal standing and needed someone to defend them.

· Without normal family support, the fatherless could not plead their cases effectively;

· So Moses nailed down that under no circumstances should judges deprive them of justice.

Many children are deprived of emotionally stable, morally sound, and spiritually rich home lives;

· We have a responsibility to respond to this problem.

· With the tragic escalation of family breakups, these children need the love, security, and practical support a church family can provide.

Moses required justice for widows as well;

· A widow lived especially prone to constant indebtedness.

· The prohibition to seizing her garment as security may indicate her loans required no collateral of any kind v17;

· Thus taking on the characteristics of a gift she would not feel burdened to repay.

As followers of Jesus, we can protect and provide for the poor in our churches, neighborhoods, cities, and world;

· We can do that by volunteering our time and skill.
· Opening our homes and lives.
· Repositioning our financial resources.
· And leveraging our influence to address the needs of the poor.

· Imitating God means we will demonstrate love and mercy in all our relationships.

· When we care for those in need in this way, we reflect the heart of our Heavenly Father.

The Good Kind of Blindness
Justitia was the Roman goddess of justice.  She is often depicted today as a woman holding a balance scale and a sword.  The sword represents the power of reason and justice that the government should wield appropriately in every case.  The scale symbolizes the weighing that should be given to the evidence involving a case being considered.

To further the symbolism of impartiality, Justitia (or “Lady Justice”) is often portrayed wearing a blindfold.  Her first know depiction in this fashion is a statue placed in Berne, Switzerland, in 1543.  The idea is that justice should be “blind” to any factor other than the weight of truth itself.  God’s concern for blind justice predates by many centuries all these representations, seen in the fact that He ordered judges to judge the disputes as if God Himself were ruling in the case.

Although very few of us serve as judges in courtrooms, we realize that we make judgments all the time in other ways.  Do you administer proper justice in areas you are called to do so, or do you “pervert justice” in various ways?

Prayer:

Lord thank you for our studies this month to empower us with courage and generosity to make a difference in the lives of others.

Help each of us to be a generous giver to people and causes that You want us to help support.
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