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5th lesson this month on the topic:  I (Still) Do
1st Week: “In the Presence of God” about God creating man and woman and establishing the marriage relationship.
2nd Week: “I Take You” about understanding that God’s intention for marriage is a lifetime commitment and realizing our need for the security such a commitment fosters. 
3rd Week:  “To Love and to Cherish” this lesson was about the Christian ideal for the husband-wife relationship.  Understanding submission, love, and respect for each other.
4th Week:  “I Pledge You My Faithfulness” about God’s requirement of marital faithfulness.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about ways husbands and wives can build a foundation for a growing marital relationship.
How this lesson can impact your life: Build a foundation for a satisfying, growing marital relationship.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Confess and Repent”; When injury enters a marriage because of a spouse’s sin, a Christian couple should decide to take the necessary steps of repentance and forgiveness so the relationship can be restored.
2. “Catch the Little Foxes”; A wise couple identifies the sore spots in their marriage and deals with them before they fester into wounds that will ruin their relationship with each other.
3. “Connect Spiritually”; When couples give themselves to serving the Lord together, they begin to enjoy the unique blessings that come when marriages are built on a strong spiritual foundation.
Cute story about the Secret to a long marriage;
· A pastor found out that 2 members of his congregation would be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary.

· The pastor asked the husband to take a few minutes and share some insight on how he lived with the same woman all these years.

· The husband replied, “Well, I treat her with respect.  I spend money on her, but mostly I took her traveling on special occasions.”

· The pastor asked him, “Trips to where?”

· The husband replied that on their 25th wedding anniversary he took her to Hong Kong, China.

· The pastor replied, “Sir, you are such a wonderful example for the rest of us!  What are you going to do for your wife on your 50th anniversary?”

· The husband replied, “I’m going to go back to Hong Kong and pick her up.”

How are we supposed to make sure that our marriages last a lifetime?

· What should we do to have a fulfilling relationship?

· Some couples don’t ask those types of questions to each other until their relationship gets deep into trouble.

· They may have seen trouble coming, but didn’t know what to do to try to avoid it.

· Many think divorce is the only step left.

Today’s lesson will address the way to build a strong foundation for a Christian marriage;

· Our text today will provide plenty of help for couples.

· New couples as well as seasoned couples can gain wisdom from these passages that will strengthen their marriages by placing them on firm foundations.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Confess and Repent) Psalm 51: 6-10.

Listen to David’s plan for forgiveness as these verses are read.

God’s way of laying a foundation for a healthy relationship in marriage means;

· Dealing with the tough issues surrounding confession and repentance.

· The story of David’s affair with Bathsheba provides one of the most graphic examples of how sin can destroy marriages and damage lives (2Sam. 11-12).

· David’s plea in Psalm 51 gives us an excellent picture of God’s way of forgiveness when we repent of our sin.

· We serve a God who gives us second chances.

· He is more than willing to forgive us and help us rebuild what our sin has destroyed.

David repented and asked God to forgive him;

· He used two expressions that reflected his earnest appeal for forgiveness;

· First:  He asked God to purify him v7.

· To be purified meant to be sanitized spiritually or to be “de-sinned.”

· Hyssop was a small bush used like a paint brush.

· At Passover, God’s people used it to brush lamb’s blood on their door frames.

· David asked God to sanitize him completely from his sin so he could be liberated from it.

· Second:  He asked God to wash him.

· David’s sin left him spiritually filthy and unworthy to be in God’s presence.

· Only God could make him totally clean.

· Only then could his relationship with God be restored.

David couldn’t hide his sins from God;

· David asked God to erase, or “blot out” his guilt over his sin v9.

· He sincerely wanted to have his sin put behind him so his relationship with God could be renewed.

Not only did David plead with God to forgive him;

· He asked Him to perform a miracle in his life.

· He desperately needed a clean heart v10.

· But he knew that God would have to create it.

David went on to affirm that a clean heart would prompt a spiritual renewal in his life;
· He said he sinned because he hadn’t been steadfast in his devotion to God.

· He had drifted away from God’s ways and had given himself to following his own lust.

· He now had a new appreciation for a resolute spirit of obedience to God.

· David asked God to help him so he would never waver in his devotion to Him again.

This portion of Psalm 51 serves as a prime example of how far God goes in forgiving us;

· As His people, we are to follow his example of forgiveness in our relationship with others.

· The marriage relationship should reflect God’s kind of forgiveness.

· A husband and wife should be eager to forgive each other;

· And to repent when they sin against each other.

These verses in Psalm 51 show 10 aspects of David’s prayer to ensure his relationship with God was restored.  We should learn from them;

· Acknowledge what God desires.

· Recognize godly wisdom within.

· Ask God to purify (be de-sinned).

· Implore God to wash clean.

· Seek return of joy and gladness.

· Desire healing from God.

· Request God turn away from my sin.

· Trust God to blot out all guilt.

· Call on God to create a new heart.
· Desire God to renew a right spirit.

Sins within a marriage are devastating for all involved;

· All such sins need to be forsaken and forgiven.

· Be willing to forgive others-even an unfaithful spouse-as God forgave you.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Catch the Little Foxes) Song of Songs 2:15.  Listen to the small problems that can affect marriages.

Song of Songs provides us with a moving, romantic dialogue between a young man and woman who have been captivated by each other;

· Their passionate love for each other gushes through in the form of poetry.

· They reveal God’s wisdom about marriage.

· For God’s people, Song of Songs provides valuable insights into His way of strengthening marriage relationships.

One episode recorded in this Book of the Bible on marriage revolved around an invitation;

· The man invited the woman who had captured his heart to go with him on a stroll through the countryside.

· The woman replied with a curious word of caution.

· Her work in the vineyards (figurative language) had taught her about the damage “little foxes” could cause.

Using the imagery of foxed and vines;

· She wanted to warn the man of her life about the small problems that could gnaw away at their relationship.

· The vineyard “in bloom” symbolized the bond of live that drew the man and woman closer.

· The “little foxes” represented the small problems that could damage or ruin their precious relationship.

· She urged him to address the problems with her before they caused any damage to their marriage.

Her warning offers wise counsel for Christian couples today;

· As we devote ourselves to building lasting foundations for satisfying marriages;

· We will be wise to deal with the little problems that surface along the way.

· If a couple ignores them, the little problems could eventually wreck their marriage.

For instance, the little foxes of;

· Neglect can cause the erosion of intimacy between the husband and wife.

· Finances can also be a small problem that grows larger over time if not addressed.

· Management of time is another little fox.

A married couple can’t expect to grow in their marriage without dealing with the small problems that arise;

· They can’t tend to their vineyard and let foxes run free at the same time.

· A couple needs to find ways to identify the little problems creeping into their marriage.

· Once they do, they will need to know how to get rid of those “foxes.”

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Connect Spiritually) Acts 18: 24-26; Romans 16: 3-5a.  Listen to Luke’s description of Apollos as these verses are read.
Paul met a couple (Aquila and Priscilla) on his 2nd missionary journey that had proved to be loyal co-laborers for Christ;
· They were an outstanding husband/wife team who ministered in the early church.

· They supported themselves by tent making while serving Christ.

· They were close friends of Paul.

This couple met a promising believer named Apollos;

· Apollos shared the message of Christ in the synagogue v26.

· Aquila and Priscilla heard his message and knew they wanted to have a part in his spiritual growth.

· Apollos had a tremendous grasp of the Scriptures, but needed someone to teach him more.

This missionary couple took Apollos home with them v26;

· They picked up his instruction where his previous teachers had left off.

· They opened their home to him.

· They poured themselves into him so he could become an even stronger believer.

· Their investment in his life paid off with the rich dividends of his spiritual growth.

This couple’s willingness to give themselves to Apollos’ spiritual growth;

· Provides us with a workable model for ministry in marriage today.

· Instead of ministry opportunities pulling a husband and wife apart;

· A Christian couple can serve the Lord together to make a difference for Him.

· Ministering together can enrich a couple and their marriage by making it stronger and more fulfilling.

This remarkable couple gives a Christian husband and wife today some ideas for serving the Lord together in marriage;

· Couples don’t have to see ministry as an obstacle that pulls them apart by robbing time from their marriage.

· Instead, they can view their marriage as an opportunity to get involved in ministry side by side.

· The time they spend together in ministry can help their marriage to grow stronger.

Husbands and wives can minister together by opening their homes for fellowship;

· In our impersonal society, personal friendships are priceless.

· When a couple opens their home for fellowship with other believers;

· They have a hand in building friendships for Christ that will last a lifetime.

· Sadly, we sometimes don’t see this being done much anymore.

Having studied these Bible texts;

· We have been able to underscore some of the basic ways a Christian couple can build a strong foundation for the future.

· Marriages can be kept out of trouble when couples determine to work diligently toward the goal of a healthy and satisfying marriage.

· In following the Lord, a husband and wife can grow stronger in their relationship and enjoy living out God’s intention for their marriage.

How to Reach a Rocker
In their book When God Builds a Church, authors Bob and Rusty Russell tell the remarkable story of the Southeast Christian Church in Louisville, Kentucky.  Evangelism is the primary mission at Southeast, one of America’s largest and fastest growing congregations.

Before she moved to Louisville, Liz Curtis was billed as “Detroit’s number one lady of rock ‘n’ roll.”  Her lifestyle was so bad that even shock jock Howard Stern told her, “Liz, you’ve got to clean up your act!”

In Louisville, Liz ran into Evelyn and Tim Kelley, new Christians at Southeast, who hosted a morning talk show at her new radio station.  They invited her to church.  Bob Russell was preaching from Ephesians 5 on how husband should be like Christ in being willing to die for their wives.  Liz whispered to Evelyn, “If I ever met a man who’d die for me, I’d marry him in a minute!”

Evelyn whispered back, “Liz, a Man has already died for you.”

Several Sundays later, Liz gave her life to Christ.  “I was delivered, body and soul, from one location to another-from the gates of Hell to the gates of Heaven.”

Today Liz Curtis Higgs is one the most popular speakers in America.  She is a member of the National Speakers Association’s Hall of Fame.  Her books include Bad Girls of the Bible.  She, like Apollos, is reaching many for Christ because Evelyn and Tim Kelly, like Priscilla and Aquila, reached out to her.

Prayer:

Thank you Lord for Christian homes, Christian couples, and Christian hospitality.

Please continue to strengthen the marriages in our families and church.

May each husband and wife work always toward building and maintaining strong foundations in their marriages.
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