August 14, 2011                        Forgive One Another                                              #221                                                                                                                        
2nd lesson this month on the topic:  One Anothering   
1st Week: “Love One Another” Our lesson was about the biblical command to love one another.  We need to love others as Christ loves us.
What this lesson is about: Today’s lesson is about extending forgiveness to one another.
How this lesson can impact your life: Have hope that a broken relationship can be restored.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Christ Is the Example” Col. 3: 12-13; The need for forgiveness is a fact of life together for believers-it will come up!  As believers, we are commanded to forgive one another. 
2. “Love Is the Motive” Philem. 8-16; We need to seek forgiveness from people whom we have wronged.  In Christ, everyone, no matter what is in his or her past, has the potential to be useful in God’s service.
3. “Restoration Is the Goal” Philem. 17-22; Forgiveness is not easy but is necessary.  Christ’s power will enable us to forgive.
“I’m Sorry!”

· Hardest two words for most people to say.

· Admitting you hurt someone by action or inaction.

Have you ever broken a dish or dinner plate?

· What did you do with the broken pieces?

· Most of the time we just throw them away.

· Relationships also get broken.

· If we are not careful, we find ourselves handling broken relationships the same way we handle a broken dish.

Christians can hurt one another;

· Relationships get cracked or broken.

· We might assume the relationship can’t be repaired and we throw it away.

· We might even sweep the broken pieces under the rug and try to pretend nothing happened.

· Broken relationships need to be restored, not ignored.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Christ Is the Example) Colossians 3: 12-13.  Listen to how God wants us to forgive as these verses are read.

12 Therefore, God's chosen ones, holy and loved, put on heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,13 accepting one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a complaint against another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so also you must [forgive]. 
Christ’s example is our guide;

· Since we ourselves have received both forgiveness and a new identity in Him.

· Christ died to reconcile us to God (1: 19-22).

· We have received Christ Jesus the Lord (2:6).

· And forgiveness of all our trespasses (2:13).

· In the church, Christ is supreme and dwells in all of the members v11

The Colossian believers were quite evidently “God’s chosen ones” v12;

· They had received a new identity in Christ and a great responsibility for relating to one another in Him.

· To relate correctly, they were to “put on” the attitudes of “compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience” v12

Such attitudes as these are necessary to “accepting one another” v13;

· We bear with others who have differing opinions and priorities.

· We accept those who annoy us.

· Can you think of someone that annoys you?

· How about thinking of someone you might annoy?

· First and twenty-first Christians have in common the need for “accepting one another” in patience!

Believers likewise need to practice;

· “Forgiving one another if anyone has a complaint against another” v13

· Complaints will arise.

· Forgiving is a necessary part of life together within the church.

· Christians sometimes speak harshly to one another, gossip, lie, forget commitments, and break vows.

· When we have offended or hurt others, we need to seek forgiveness from them.

Paul wrote that we are to forgive “just as the Lord has forgiven” us v13;

· Paul saw forgiveness as an obligation.

· “You must also forgive” v13

· The Colossians had a command to obey, just as we do.

How are we to forgive?

· We are to forgive “just as”, or in the same way as, we have been forgiven by the Lord.

· He has forgiven us at great cost to Himself.

· Forgiveness will cost us also.

· The Lord has forgiven us over and over.

· We need to also do the same!

Realizing that we are to forgive “as the Lord has forgiven” us;

· We might protest.

· This is beyond my capacity, we might say.

· I might be able to forgive little things, but how can I do it for the big things done against me that hurt so deeply?

· The power of Christ will enable us to follow the example of Christ in forgiveness for one another.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Love Is the Motive) Philemon 8-16.  Listen to Paul’s words about forgiveness as these verses are being read.

8 For this reason, although I have great boldness in Christ to command you to do what is right, 9 I appeal, instead, on the basis of love. I, Paul, as an elderly man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus, 10 appeal to you for my child, whom I fathered while in chains—Onesimus. 11 Once he was useless to you, but now he is useful to both you and me. 12 I am sending him—a part of myself —back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me, so that in my imprisonment for the gospel he might serve me in your place. 14 But I didn't want to do anything without your consent, so that your good deed might not be out of obligation, but of your own free will. 15 For perhaps this is why he was separated [from you] for a brief time, so that you might get him back permanently, 16 no longer as a slave, but more than a slave—as a dearly loved brother. This is especially so to me, but even more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
Paul wrote his letter to Philemon to chart the loving way forward in the relationship between;

· Philemon, Onesimus (Oh NESS ih muhs), and Paul himself.

· Philemon lived in Colossae and hosted a church in his home v2.

· Onesimus was Philemon’s slave.

· Onesimus apparently ran away from Philemon’s household after stealing property or money from his master v18-19.

· Onesimus came into contact with Paul while Paul was in prison.

· Paul led Onesimus to faith in Christ v10.

Let’s note a few things about slavery in the 1st century Roman Empire;

· Some people became slaves by birth, through indebtedness, or as a consequence of their own crimes.

· Many were forced into slavery after conquest by Roman armies.

· Some slaves were highly educated administrators of estates.

· A runaway slave was especially vulnerable to his master’s wrath.

We might wonder today why Paul did not condemn the institution of slavery and call for the release of all slaves.

· His answer would perhaps focus on his calling.

· He was the apostle who preached Christ and taught believers to live in accord with the gospel as the Spirit transformed them into the image of Christ.

· Paul’s work was to preach and start churches that bore witness to Christ as the Lord to whom all will finally bow.

Within the church, there was neither “slave or free” Gal. 3: 28;

· The societal structures outside the church were not Paul’s to reform directly.

· This is not to say that cultural reform has no place on a preacher’s agenda.

· Cultural renewal is actually the responsibility of all Christians.

In Paul’s letter to Philemon the issue that Paul dealt with was not slavery;

· The issue was the relationship between two Christians;

· One of whom was a master and the other a slave.

· Paul was as radical as could be when he told the master that the slave was a “brother”

· Paul was sowing seeds that would bear the fruit of Christian rejection of slavery outright.

Though Paul did not want to coerce Philemon;

· He did make clear to him “what is right” v8

· Philemon was to receive Onesimus “as a dearly loved brother” v16

Which of these 3 men do we identify with?

· We might identify with Philemon who needed to forgive a brother.

· We may identify with Onesimus who needed to seek forgiveness from a brother.

· We may need to be like Paul and act as a peacemaker between brothers.

It has been a century and a half since people in America have;
· Related to one another as slaves and masters.

· Still, many factors can affect how we relate to other believers who have offended us.

· We may be tempted to ask whether we will gain or lose anything in reputation or future opportunities by forgiving or not forgiving.

· Christ’s love in us for our brothers and sisters motivates us to forgive and work toward the restoration of relationships.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Restoration Is the Goal) Philemon 17-22.  Listen to Paul’s words to Philemon as these verses are being read.
17 So if you consider me a partner, accept him as you would me. 18 And if he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—not to mention to you that you owe me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, may I have joy from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Since I am confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 22 But meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, for I hope that through your prayers I will be restored to you.
Restoration of the relationship between Philemon and Onesimus was Paul’s goal.

· When Onesimus arrived in Colossae, Paul wanted Philemon to accept him as he would Paul himself v17.

· How would Philemon have accepted Paul?

· Paul was Philemon’s “dear friend and coworker in Christ v1.

· Paul said to Philemon that “you owe me even your own self” v19

In the eyes of the world;

· Onesimus was a useless runaway slave slinking home to his master.

· The typical slave-owner then would have considered Philemon very kind if he flogged Onesimus, returned him to slave duties, gave him a few scraps of bread, and rags for clothes.

· But the restoration Paul prescribed was from slave-offender to brother and cherished friend in Christ.

Onesimus’ offenses still needed proper attention;

· Onesimus certainly had no resources personally with which to make restitution.

· So Paul invited Philemon to take what Onesimus owed and “charge that to his account” v18
· Paul was the mediator between his two friends.

· Paul’s role as peacemaker had him attempting to bridge the breach between Philemon and Onesimus to make them acceptable to each other.

We can imagine how demanding this whole process must have been for the 3 men.

· Paul was writing to a friend to ask and instruct him to take an action in a matter that legally was none of Paul’s business.

· Philemon was receiving a request-command regarding an issue within his own legal jurisdiction.

· What might he have felt toward Paul?  Toward Onesimus?

· Onesimus was returning to Colossae to see his offended master’s face.

· What might he had felt?

When we need to receive or extend forgiveness and see reconciliation;
· We may be filled with different emotions.

· Some will hinder our efforts if we lack resolve.

· Forgiveness is not easy.

· It is hard work and requires commitment to see the process through to practical daily interaction in a fully restored relationship.

How did it all turn out?

· It seems likely that restoration was achieved.

· Paul was confident of the sincerity of both Philemon’s and Onesimus’ faith.

· He knew Onesimus was willing to go and seek reconciliation.

· He believed that Philemon would do the right thing.

· Restoration was Paul’s goal, and he pursued it confidently.

Restoration is to be our goal also;

· God intends for us to forgive in accord with Christ’s example and motivated by love.

· We can sense our inadequacy.

· We are weak, but He is strong.

Are You A Saint?

Unfortunately, there is confusion and disagreement today about the meaning of the word saint.  The Roman Catholic encyclopedia gives this definition:  “A person whose heroic virtues have been confirmed by attested miracles and have been confirmed by attested miracles and whose name has been inscribed in the catalog of saints.”  Many people have been influenced by this understanding.  If this is the correct definition, it means that only a very small percentage of Christians who have ever lived qualify for the designation saint.
I do not mean to criticize the Roman Catholics, but their understanding is not compatible with the New Testament use of the term.  The same encyclopedia article begins by stating that saint is derived from the Latin Sanctus, which means “holy.”  In more common English, a saint is anyone who has been made holy.  We are made holy by the blood of Christ (Hebrews 10: 10, 14).  Thus all Christians are saints.
When we sing the words of the song “Rise Up, Ye Saints of God,” we are not calling on the ghosts of the deceased.  Rather, we are urging all still-living Christians to take up the work of the church.  This is our calling.  Will we live up to it?

Prayer:

Lord, help us forgive others as You have forgiven us.
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