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3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Change the World
1st Week: “Value What God Values”; God works through us to change the world when we understand what is important to Him and align our values with His values.
2nd Week:  “Go and Do”; The parable of the good Samaritan, emphasized moving beyond just knowing biblical truth to seeing needs in the world and putting compassion into action.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about God’s plan to bring change to the world through His Son, Jesus, and how we can become involved in furthering that plan.
How this lesson can impact your life: See how the birth of Christ was part of God’s plan to change the world and decide how you can participate in His plan.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Embrace the Message” Luke 2: 8-16; Focusing on Jesus as God’s plan to change the world begins with understanding and embracing His identity as Savior, Messiah, and Lord.
2. “Share Your Experience” Luke 2: 17-20; All Believers have a role in God’s plan by sharing their own experiences and testimonies of encountering personally the Son of God.
3. “Expect Opposition” Luke 2: 33-35; As we expect opposition to our message, we are better prepared to be faithful witnesses of Jesus to a world where some will receive Him but others will reject our great news.
Our lesson title today is “Focus on Jesus.”

· Does our world “focus on Jesus” at Christmas?

· People greet us saying, “Happy holiday” instead of “Merry Christmas.”

· Our public schools now take “winter breaks” instead of “Christmas breaks.”

· People put up their “holiday tree” instead of their “Christmas tree.”

· A small child came home from school singing, “I’ll be home for winter…instead of I’ll be home for Christmas”; the school wanted to be politically “correct.”

We, as Christians, know that God has a plan to change the world;

· He chose to enter the world;

· Born as a baby to a poor couple in Galilee.

· As He revealed Himself and His plan of salvation;

· Some accepted His good news joyfully;

· While others rejected and even opposed it.

Today’s lesson reminds us not only of God’s plan to redeem people from sin;

· But also of His plan to use seemingly ordinary people to participate in His mission.

· Pay attention in our lesson today to all the ordinary people God used when Jesus was born.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Embrace the Message) Luke 2: 8-16.

Listen to what the angels said as these verses are being read.

The first four verses of Luke (chapter 1) explain his purpose in writing this book;

· To give his friend Theophilus (thee AHF ih luhs) eyewitness accounts of the life and ministry of Jesus.
· Luke intended to present Jesus as a down-to-earth man.

· There is nothing more down-to-earth than Jesus’ humble birth in Bethlehem.

Jesus’ mother and adoptive father were poor Galileans;

· Impacted by Caesar Augustus’s tax census.

· Having traveled to Bethlehem at the height of Mary’s pregnancy;

· They were forced to take lodging among beasts of burden.

· The sounds and smells of animals accompanied Jesus’ birth.

· Jesus’ first cradle was a feeding trough.

· Now that’s “earthy.”

“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.” (KJV) v8
· These words turn our attention to another place where animals were kept;

· The open pastures in the Judean hills.

· They watched over their flocks to protect their sheep from dangerous prey.
These “ordinary” men were going about their “ordinary” business when;
· “The angel of the Lord” delivered the joyful news of Jesus’ birth v9

· How often have we experienced God’s intrusion into our routine and ordinary lives?

· The appearance of the angel was washed in startling light.

· This event caused the shepherds to be “terrified” (sore afraid KJV) v9.
The shepherd’s response was a common response to God’s glory;

· Moses “hid his face” when he learned that the fire in the bush was God’s glory Ex. 3:6).

· Zechariah “was startled and overcame with fear” when the angel appeared to him in the temple” (Luke 1:12).

· But every time human fear was comforted by God’s merciful peace, “Don’t be afraid” (fear not KJV) v10.

Today, “ordinary” people many times are waiting for good news;

· They are doing mundane tasks;

· Mixed with the cruel and harsh world in which we live.

· These tasks are apt to either lull us to sleep or hang around our necks as heavy burdens.

· The waiting rooms of life can seem like an eternity.

· In God’s perfect timing, God intervenes and breaks the gloom and despair with the light of His hope-the Messiah and Savior of the world.

God’s love is complete;

· Not only did He send the angel to deliver the good news.

· But also to tell the shepherds where they could find the source of great joy.

· God’s grace is real; it’s a Person-Jesus.

“And this shall be a sign unto you” (v12) aroused the shepherds (and should arouse us);

· To a journey to find the Christ.

· God’s good news is a reality discovered in Jesus.

· “Which shall be to all people” (v10); everyone is invited to hear and see and experience our Lord and Savior.
The shepherds “hurried off” (came with haste KJV) v16, following the angel’s directions to find the newborn Savior;

· There is urgency in responding to God’s good news.

· Because of our sinful human nature;

· We are prone to postpone our response to God.

· The shepherds had hundreds of excuses bedded down for the night in their pasture.

· But the sheep did not matter at that moment.

What are the sheep in your life?

· What earthly allegiances cause you to delay your response to God?

· The shepherds remind us to hurry to the Savior.

Stop for a moment to examine your own heart;

· What fears are you trying to face on your own?

· What harsh realities of life overpower any message of good news spoken to you?

· How is God speaking to you in ordinary circumstance and mundane tasks?

· What steps do you need to take so there is no delay in your obeying God?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Share Your Experience) Luke 2: 17-20.

Listen to what the shepherds did when they returned as these verses are being read.

The angel’s announcement to the shepherds was received;
· They immediately reacted.

· They did not hesitate to leave immediately to see the promised Christ-child.

· They found Him, His mother and father, and the fulfillment of the angel’s message.
But their actions did not stop upon witnessing the Savior, Messiah, and Lord;

· They reported the message of the baby’s birth.

· Christ-followers today must do the same.

· The true message of Christmas must never remain a story only to fill our minds and hearts.

· It is a message God wants expressed to a world in need of His plan for change.

After hurrying off to witness personally the great announcement of the angel;

· The shepherds “reported the message they were told about this child” v17.

· Luke did not tell us exactly the recipients of their testimony.
· Evidently who received it was not important.

· It was an incredible testimony brought about by personally experiencing the events in question.

· Have you ever imagined being there to witness Jesus’ birth?

The NT is filled with similar stories of people having a personal encounter with Jesus that drove them to share their experience with others;

· John recorded Jesus’ meeting with a Samaritan woman.

· Changed by her personal encounter the woman rushed off to share with others.

· A man born blind was miraculously healed by the touch of Jesus.

· Under threat of persecution by Jewish religious leaders, the now sighted man simply related his personal experience with his Healer.

· Peter and John boldly asserted, “We are unable to stop speaking about what we have seen or heard.”
· On two different occasions, the apostle Paul gave his personal testimony before Jewish leaders focusing on his experience with the risen Christ on the Damascus road.
Christians also should not hesitate to tell others about Jesus;

· Sadly, our current culture generally is much less open to the good news of His death, burial, and resurrection.

· We also need to realize an increasing number of people reject outright the Bible as God’s Word.

They may argue over the Scriptures;

· But it is much more difficult discounting the testimony of a person miraculously changed by the Savior.

· Your message of your life before Christ;
· How you came to know Jesus;
· The change He made afterward can and will have a great impact in changing the world.

Notice the reactions to the shepherd’s report;

· “All who heard their message were amazed” v18

· “Mary was treasured up all these things in her heart as well as meditating on them v19.

· The shepherds departed, “glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard” v20.

These same reactions should not surprise believers today;

· As we share with others our personal experiences with Jesus and the good news.
· Some will receive it with great joy and amazement.

· Others may need time to ponder what they have heard before making a decision. 

· Any opportunity Christians have to share what God has done for us through His Son should cause the same praise to spring from our hearts and mouths as it did the shepherds’.

But what about the certain negative responses we are bound to receive?

· We will be discussing this in the next section of our lesson text.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Expect Opposition) Luke 2: 33-35.

Listen to what Simeon said to Mary as these verses are being read.

Focusing on Jesus as God’s chosen means of changing the world;

· Involves grasping the same message of Christ’s birth brought to the shepherds.

· And following their example of sharing the message.

· Christians have the greatest news in the history of human kind.

· But that does not ensure society will embrace that message.

· We must expect opposition to our efforts.

· But we also need to be diligent in continuing to share the gospel.

After hearing Simeon declare the praises of their Son;

· Mary and Joseph “were amazed” (marveled KJV) v33.

· It was the natural reaction to God’s divine revelation.

· Simeon specified Jesus’ mission to both Gentiles and Jews.

· Details lacking in the messages each of them earlier received separately from angels.

· Simeon’s prophecy was no doubt troubling to Mary.

· Her Son would be the source of national division, personal opposition, and her own pain.

Jesus was “destined to cause the fall and rise of many” v34;

· Division would result from His life and ministry as some would “fall” in judgment;

· While others would “rise” in salvation.

· The Christ-child would become “a sign that would be opposed” v34.

· Jesus’ ministry would not be met with acceptance by all of those He came to deliver.

· He would cause division and opposition even as He went about bringing reconciliation, redemption, and salvation.

The message of Christmas is not simply a heartwarming, feel-good story;

· The announcement of Jesus’ birth is threatening to many people.
· Consider the cultural opposition to the singing of carols in public schools.

· The simple proclamation of “Merry Christmas.”

· Or referral to a “Christmas” tree.

· It shows evidence that many in our society are hostile to the good news of Jesus.

· We should never use the prospect of rejection as an excuse not to share the gospel.
As difficult as it might be for believers to face hostility for our message about Jesus;

· We must be faithful to proclaim it.

· The announcement made to the lowly shepherds must be embraced and proclaimed even as we face opposition.

· Jesus came to provide us salvation.

· We should boldly tell the good news to all people.

· Even though it will not be received by all.

How can you better prepare to be a faithful witness of Jesus, especially during the Christmas season?

Glories in (or From) the Heavens
We’ve all seen those amazing pictures of far-off galaxies captured by the Hubble space telescope.  Launched in 1990 and updated with new technology several times, it circles the Earth about every hour and a half at an altitude of 360 miles.  The size of Hubble’s main mirror would make it only a medium-size telescope if it were on the ground.  But since the Hubble’s view is not distorted by the atmosphere, it is more powerful than any earth-bound telescope.
The official Hubble Web site has scores of pictures captured by the telescope.  These remind us of the scriptural truth that “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).  The images that Hubble has allowed us to see were not available to humanity before 1990.  Yet the image the shepherds saw on that holy night long ago negates any technological arrogance that we may find ourselves wallowing in!

What the shepherds saw was unique in history.  The biblical description that we have of this event is never updated by better technology, nor need it be.  The picture of God’s glory seen by the shepherds is timeless.  Even as we read of it 2,000 years later, its message still speaks with clarity of God’s marvelous grace.

Prayer:

Lord use this lesson today to remind us to share You with others.
Forgive us when we lose our focus at this time of year.

Help each of us keep you as the focal point of our celebration.
Give each of us the courage to follow the examples the shepherds set.
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