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1st lesson this month on the topic:  Confident Living in Difficult Times 
This month’s lessons in 1Peter are about living confidently in difficult times;

· While suffering is the dominant theme of this epistle.
· Hope and holiness are the prominent emphases.

· Peter wrote to Christians who were suffering for their faith.

· He wrote to encourage them with the hope of eternal life and to demonstrate holy living in spite of their sufferings.

March 6th “Faith Under Fire” Today’s lesson reminds us that our faith can keep us strong regardless of the difficult circumstances we face.

March 13th “Ready For Action” Peter challenged his readers to be committed to living lives marked by holiness, reverence, and obedience.

March 20th “Relationships Under Stress” We will discover in this lesson that our relationships can be strengthened even during stressful situations.

March 27th “Stay The Course” Keeping our focus on Christ in the midst of trials and suffering can help us maintain a godly perspective on our difficulties.
What this lesson is about: Peter stressed that regardless of their circumstances, believers have a living hope that cannot be taken away and they have the resources to continue living holy lives.
How this lesson can impact your life: Live a life of confident faith regardless of your circumstances.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Living Hope” 1Peter 1: 1-5; The hope believers have in Christ is secure.  Our hope is a living hope because it is rooted in the living Christ.
2. “Unshakable Faith” 1Peter 1: 6-9; Faith gives us strength to persevere in the worst circumstances with joy.  Suffering can be a means of spiritual growth for believers by clarifying and strengthening our faith.
3. “Glorious Grace” 1Peter 1: 10-12; We today are blessed to have the full gospel revealed to us.
The Book of 1Peter is only 5 short chapters;

· Chapters 1 thru 2:10 are about God’s great blessings to His people.

· Chapters 2:11 thru 4:19 are about the conduct of God’s people in the midst of suffering.

· Chapter 5 is about the shepherding of God’s people in the midst of suffering.

Is the Christian faith under fire today?

· Christians in particular parts of our world regularly experience persecution.

· What about the part of the world we live in today?
· The United States is not free from anti-Christian sentiment and bias on family and even community levels.

Although some of us experience various degrees and forms of persecution;

· All of us are targets of “the flaming arrows of the evil one,” Satan (Eph. 6:16)

· Often those are fired at us in times of pain, disappointment, frustration, heartbreak, or loss.

They may come as doubts wrapped in comments or questions such as;

· “If this is how God treats His friends, I’d hate to be His enemy.”

· “Why would a loving God permit this to happen to my loved one?”

· “Why would the Lord permit this disruption in my life when I am trying so hard to serve Him?”

· “Why isn’t God answering my prayers?”

For help when your faith is under fire;

· Let God speak to you through the words He inspired in 1Peter.

· He reminds us of some great gifts we have in Christ:

· Living hope

· Unshakable faith

· Glorious grace

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Living Hope) 1Peter 1: 1-5.

Listen to what Christ has given us through His mercy as these verses are being read.

This letter is addressed to “God’s elect, strangers in the world”;
· The 1st believers and leaders of the early church were Jews.

· When they became Christians, they didn’t give up their Jewish heritage.

· Just like we didn’t give up our nationality when we became a follower of Christ.

· Because of persecution these believers had been scattered through the Roman world.

· Persecution didn’t stop the spread of the gospel.

· Instead persecution served as a way to introduce the Good News to the whole empire.

Peter encouraged his readers by the strong declaration that they were chosen by God the Father;

· At one time only the nation of Israel could claim to be God’s chose people.

· But through Christ, all believers-Jews and Gentiles- belong to God.

· Our salvation and security rest in the free and merciful choice of almighty God.

· No trials or persecutions can take away the eternal life He gives to those who believe in Him.

Verse 2 mentions all three members of the Trinity;

· God the Father

· God the Son (Jesus Christ)

· And God the Holy Spirit.

· All members of the Trinity work to bring about our salvation.

· The Father chose us before we chose Him (Eph. 1:4).

· Jesus Christ the Son died for us while we were still sinners (Romans 5: 6-10).

· The Holy Spirit brings us the benefits of salvation and sets us apart (sanctifies us) for God’s service (2Thessalonians 2: 13).

The term “new birth” (lively hope KJV) in verse 3;
· Refers to spiritual birth (regeneration).

· The Holy Spirit’s act of bringing believers into God’s family.

· Jesus used this concept of new birth when He explained salvation to Nicodemus.

Do you need encouragement?

· Peter’s words offer joy and hope in times of trouble.

· He bases his confidence on what God has done for us in Christ Jesus.

· We’re called into a living hope of eternal life v3.

· Our hope is not only for the future.

· No matter what pain or trial we face in this life, we know that it is not our final experience.

· Eventually we will live with Christ forever!

In verse 4 the Jews had looked forward to an inheritance in the promised land of Canaan.

· Christians now look forward to a family inheritance in the eternal city of God.

· God has reserved the inheritance.

· It will never fade or decay.

· It will be unstained by sin.

· The best part is that we have an inheritance if we have trusted Christ as our Savior!

God will help us remain true to our faith through whatever difficult times we must face;

· The “last time” is the judgment day of Christ v5.

· We may have to endure trials, persecution, or violent death;

· But our souls cannot be harmed if we have accepted Christ’s gift of salvation.

· We know we will receive the promised rewards!

Peter stressed 6 solid reasons for continuing to trust God;

· 1- Because the Father has chosen us (foreknowledge of God v2).

· 2-We are set apart by the Spirit (sanctification of the Spirit v2).

· 3- He has given us a new birth v3.

· 4-This new birth has brought us into a living hope v3

· 5-We have a secure inheritance....in Heaven v4.

· 6-We are protected by God’s power through faith v5.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Unshakable Faith) 1Peter 1: 6-9.

Listen to Peter’s description of faith as these verses are being read.

Why were Christians the target of persecution?
· They refused to worship the emperor as a god and thus were viewed as atheists and traitors.

· They refused to worship at pagan temples, so business for these moneymaking enterprises dropped wherever Christianity took hold.

· They didn’t support the Roman ideals of self, power, and conquest; and the Romans scorned the Christian ideal of self-sacrificing service.

· They exposed and rejected the horrible immorality of pagan culture.

Peter mentions suffering several times in this letter;
· When he speaks of trials, he is not talking about natural disasters or the experience of God’s punishments.

· But the response of an unbelieving world to people of faith.

· All believers face such trials when they let their light shine into the darkness.

· We must accept trials as part of the refining process that burns away impurities and prepares us to meet Christ.

· Trials teach us patience and help us grow to be the kind of people God wants us to be.

As gold is heated;

· Impurities float to the top and can be skimmed off.

· Steel is tempered or strengthened by heating it in the fire.

· Likewise, our trials, struggles, and persecutions refine and strengthen our faith, making us useful to God v7.

How does trusting and loving God in the midst of suffering affect one’s daily attitudes and actions?

· We set an example for others during these stressful times.

· It provides us an excellent opportunity to witness to others.

Recall some of the trials and heartaches of your life.

· How did God use these difficulties to strengthen your faith?

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Glorious Grace) 1Peter 1:10-12.

Listen to what was revealed to the prophets as these verses are being read.

Even though the prophets spoke for God v10-11;
· They did not necessarily understand completely everything they prophesied, though they wanted to.

· The prophets wanted to understand the depth of salvation and they searched intently to comprehend it.

These verses show us the importance for Sunday School and Bible study today;

· How we also are to search and investigate the Scriptures to mature in our knowledge and faith in Christ.

· When we do not immediately comprehend what we read in the Bible we should not assume that God intends for it to remain a mystery to us.

· The important thing is to read His Word daily and study it.

We need consistent study and reflection on God’s Word to;

· Become all He intends for us to be.

· Although God has not revealed everything we may want to know;

· He has revealed in His Word all we need to know to live in fellowship with Him and others, and to serve His purpose.

What are the specific events named in the prophetic messages in v11?

· The coming “sufferings of Christ”

· “The glories that should follow”

What details did God not reveal to the prophets?

· The time surrounding these future events.

· The circumstances surrounding these future events.

What is the revelation given to the prophets in verse 12?

· “They were not serving themselves but you” (not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things KJV).

· We now understand that because of Jesus’ suffering and resurrection this glorious grace and the glories of heaven are available to us.

Today we have a more complete revelation from God in the New Testament;

· Yet many believers have but a superficial understanding of God’s Word.

· Consistent reading and reflection on its teachings enable us to find light to guide us as we make our way through life.

· While God has not seen fit to reveal everything that would satisfy our curiosity;

· He has revealed all we need to know in order to live joyfully in His fellowship and to serve His purposes.

Many years ago most churches had a “testimony time” where members;

· Could stand up and count the many blessings that Christ had done for them.

· Some churches still have “testimony time” today…sadly some stopped doing it years ago.

· Back in the early years members didn’t have our modern conveniences (electricity, running water, etc.).

· But they always stood up and shared with others the joy Christ had given them.

· When did you last count the blessings you hold dear because of your relationship with Christ?

· Each of us daily should thank God for the many blessings He provides each of us!

The Only Stone That Lasts For Ages
The pyramids and Sphinx of Egypt, the Tower of London, the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, the Washington Monument in Washington, D.C.-throughout history, when people have wanted to build an edifice that would last for ages, they have built with stone.  Yet these monuments show the effects of time:  the pyramids and Sphinx have eroded and the other structures have had to undergo periodic restoration to preserve them.

One of the most striking examples of this need to expend great amounts of effort and money to preserve our monuments is the “Leaning Tower” of Pisa.  The 190-foot-tall bell tower was begun in 1173.  Before the third of its eight levels was completed, however, its foundation had begun to sink, and the tilt began.  Through the centuries numerous attempts were made to stop the tilting, all without success.  It was not until 1990, after a ten-year, twenty-seven million dollar effort, that engineers finally succeeded in keeping the tower from falling down.

Nothing we build in this life, even when made of the hardest stone, will last forever.  It will gradually wear away and ultimately crumble or have to be demolished.  But Peter tells us that Christ is a precious, living stone and the only sure foundation for our lives.  Some may reject this stone or stumble over it, but those who build their lives on it will never be disappointed.  They are incorporated into a spiritual building that will last forever!

Prayer:

Father, we can never praise You enough!

How matchless are Your power, love, mercy, and grace.

Thank You for calling us out of darkness and into Your marvelous light.

Grant us wisdom…not the wisdom of the world, but Your wisdom.

Help each of us live in confident faith regardless of what happens in our lives.
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