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2nd lesson this month on the topic:  Experiencing God Triune-ly
1st Week:  “Getting to Know the Father”; This lesson focused on three important questions about the Heavenly Father:  how we are able to know Him, what He is like, and what He desires for us.
What this lesson is about: This lesson explores key insights about Jesus Christ, God’s Son, as eternal Creator, Head of the church, and Savior and Lord.
How this lesson can impact your life: Receive God’s salvation by believing in Jesus as your Savior, and grow in your faith by committing to hold steadfastly to the Christian gospel.
Most children share certain characteristics of their parents;

· If their parents are tall, they usually are tall also

· Most of the time their facial characteristics are very similar to their parents

· Sometimes their eye color is the same

· Most of the time, for better or worse, they look and act like their parents

The Son of God looks like His Father, but this is not because of any inherited attributes or characteristics;

· It is because He fully shares in the eternal existence and divine attributes of His Father.

· This is why Jesus, the Son of God incarnate, could say, “The Father and I are one” (John 10:30)

In our focal verses today we examine a critical passage from Colossians that provides us with insights about Jesus Christ, God’s Son, as eternal Creator, Head of the church, and Savior and Lord.

Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “External Creator”; Christ is the eternal Creator.  Christ is fully God and thus He deserves our worship and praise.
2. “Head of the Church”; Christ is the Head of the church, and He gave His life for the members of His body so we can live for Him who reconciled us to God.  The reason that everyone needs reconciliation is because of human sinfulness.  Those who trust Christ as Savior and Lord experience reconciliation with God, who makes them holy.
3. “Savior and Lord”; People who have truly trusted Christ as Savior and Lord will not abandon the faith but will continue in it.
Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Eternal Creator) Colossians 1: 15.17.

Listen to what things God created.

Paul was faced with unique challenges at Colossae;

· False teachers had infiltrated the church and were teaching that because matter is evil, God would not have come to earth to live in a human body

· Some had also decided that God did not create the world, for to do so would be to create evil also.

Paul wrote a letter to the Colossian church;

· He encouraged those who had remained true to the gospel and were growing in their faith

· He confronted those who were listening to false teachers who were questioning the supremacy and all-sufficiency of Jesus

Beginning with verse 15, Paul presented the pre-eminence of Christ in “creation;

· Paul said that Christ “is the image of the invisible God” v15

· The false teachers were teaching that Jesus was only one of a number of spirits that came from God

· Acknowledge Him, they conceded, but do not exalt Him as one equal with God

The New Testament refers to Christ as Creator.  John 1: 1-3 indicated that the Word;

· Existed in eternity past

· Existed with God the Father

· Was God…and

· Created all things

Paul was the first of the New Testament writers to describe Christ as Creator;

· Paul faced an intellectual challenge in Colossae with the rise of “Gnosticism” (a heresy that denied Christ’s deity)

· Paul took on this heresy with some of the most powerful statements in the New Testament that support Christ’s deity and uniqueness

Paul said that Christ;

· “is the image of the invisible God” v15

· That Christ is also “the firstborn over all creation v15

When we hear the word “image” we think of several things;

· Copy, reflection, likeness, representation

Likewise the word “firstborn” (in our scripture context) does not refer to Jesus’ physical birth but to His;

· Supremacy, power, dominance, and authority

Verse 16 indicated that the reason Christ is preeminent over creation is that He is the Creator;

· “by Him everything was created, whether in heaven or on earth v16

· Seen or unseen

Not only did He create everything, but everything is “for Him”;

· To bring honor and glory to Him

· You and I, as part of His creation exist to glorify Him

· We will find our ultimate fulfillment in life by doing so

Paul says in verse 17 that;

· “by Him all things hold (or consist) together”

· The Creator holds all the elements of His creation together at all times

· The same omnipotent God who created the world must also remain to sustain it

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Head of the Church) Colossians 1: 18-20.  Listen to who the head of the body is.

Not only is Christ the Creator and Thus the Master of the universe, “He is also the head of the body, the church v18;

· Christ is certainly the Head of each local church 

· The body of Christ is made up of individual members

· Each member has made a faith commitment to Christ as Savior and Lord

Paul referred to Christ as the Head of the body;

· They needed to remember this truth in order to enable them to combat the attacks on Christ’s true nature by the false teachers

· The church is a body, an organism sustained by an inner life

· Jesus is the Head of that organism who supplies the life by which it lives and grows.

Scripture identified three social structures that were established by God;

· The first is marriage with the husband as the head (Gen. 1: 26-30; 2:7-25)

· The second is government with certain men and women being in places of leadership and authority, responsible to God for making the right choices to promote the common good (Romans 13: 1-6; 1 Peter 2: 13-17)

· The third is the church with Christ as Founder and Head (Matt. 16: 13-19).  This is the only one of the three where God established Himself as the “head”

· This demonstrates the importance of the church in God’s sight

Just as the physical body cannot function without the head;

· The church cannot function without Christ, its spiritual Head

· The church receives its mandate from Christ and Him alone
· Christ mandates us to “make disciples” of the lost

· To equip believers for service and mutual ministry (Eph. 4: 12-13)

· All of us need to seek and follow His leadership

Occasionally we hear, “The deacons run the church,” or “The pastor runs the church.”

· Paul put to rest in this text any such concept

· Of whose church are you a member?

Paul continued to refute the false teaching the Colossian believers had received that Christ was only one of many spirits between God and people;

· It was never God’s plan to distribute the attributes and powers of Deity among celestial beings

· While Christ was on earth, God spoke His approval of and love for His Son in three affirmations (Matthew 3:17; 17:5; and John 12:28)
· Christ continues in that unequaled role as our Mediator in heaven, seated “at the right had of the Father (Romans 8:34)
Christ was resurrected from the dead;

· Triumphanted over the grave, never to die again

· His resurrection guarantees the resurrection of all who believe in Him

· God did all of this in Christ “so that He might come to have first place in everything” v18

In verse 20 Paul further stressed the fact that in Christ was the fullness of God manifested in His saving grace;

· This miracle of God’s love was made possible because through Christ God was able “to reconcile everything to Himself”

· Paul stated that this reconciliation came “through the blood of His cross”

· In His great love, God moved toward man, who was dead and hopeless in his sins

Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Savior and Lord) Colossians 1: 21-23.
Listen to the words that describe the plight of sinners.

Paul explained that the reason Christ’s death was necessary is because of our sinful condition;

· In v21 he focused on this theme of human sinfulness

· Paul said that God “rescued us from the domain of darkness” and provided “the forgiveness of sins”

· We as believers are reminded that we “were once alienated and hostile in mind because of our evil actions” v21

· It is commonplace to blame everyone else and everything else for our faults, failures, and sins

· But Scripture places the responsibility for our sins squarely on ourselves where it belongs

After reminding us of our sinfulness, Paul returned to the blessed truth of reconciliation;

· Christ “has reconciled you by His physical body through His death” v22

· This points to Christ’s true humanity and to “the blood of His cross” (back in v20)

· There is no salvation-no redemption, no reconciliation, no justification, no forgiveness-without the cross of Christ

· Sin is an offense against an infinite God and thus brings an infinite penalty

· A penalty that we as finite beings cannot pay

· Only Christ can pay the price of redemption since He is an infinite person and His blood has infinite worth

Salvation is by faith and not works;

· Works salvation is impossible

· God in His grace paid the redemption price through the death of His Son

· All we can do is receive this gift by faith

· Trusting Christ for our salvation instead of our own works or merit

God has a goal in His work of reconciliation;

· The glory we will share with Christ for all eternity: “to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before Him” v22

· Of these 3 terms referring to our status before God, the word “holy” is by far the most common in Scripture

· God calls us to be holy and to reflect His holiness in our thoughts, words, and deeds-in all of life.

· Jesus saves us to live religiously and morally different quality lives

Paul finished this amazing passage with a warning;

· We must never take our salvation for granted

· A person cannot say “I got saved” and then just go about their business as if Christ were not important

· If someone makes a profession of faith and then acts like nothing happened, then it is very likely that nothing happened!

· Paul explained that we will be presented as holy before the Father “if indeed you remain grounded and steadfast in the faith, and are not shifted away from the hope of the gospel that you heard” v23

Finally, “this gospel has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven,” v23 and the gospel that saves is also the one that condemns those who reject it.  Paul called himself a “minister” of that gospel;

· We should consider ourselves ministers of that gospel as well

· It is our task to take the gospel to the lost

· There is no gospel without the deity of Christ

· No one else can pay the penalty of our sins

· Christ is not only the Head of the church, but He is also the means of our reconciliation

Liberty, Equality, Fraternity

The slogan of the French Revolution in the late eighteenth century consisted of three words:  Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity.  In some sense each of these three words applies to the church, yet each must be properly understood.  We are certainly free in Christ.  Paul’s letters make that very plain.  But they also warn us that our liberty is not a license; we cannot do as we please.  The word fraternity fits the concept of the church as the family of God.  We are brothers and sisters in Christ.  But we must keep in mind that Jesus is the Elder Brother (Hebrews 2: 11-12).

The word equality reminds us that we are all equal before God.  We are all equal in our need for a Savior.  Distinctions that often separate people in society are eliminated in Christ.  However, one Person in the church is above us all, and that is Jesus.  He is “the head of the body, the church” (v18 in today’s lesson).  He has the preeminence.  No matter how long we have been Christians, our primary purpose as part of the body of Christ is always to life up the Head.

Maturity is usually viewed as being able to get along independently of others, without having to resort to their help in making decisions or handling problems when they arise.  But in the Christian life, maturity is shown by our increasing dependence on Jesus.  We cannot exist and function apart from the Head.

Prayer:

Thank you, Father, for sending Your Son Jesus to redeem us.
Thank you for sending Him to reconcile us to You.

Help us to give Him the preeminence that He deserves.
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