August 2, 2009                                  Do You See The Big Picture?                           #115                                                                                                                           
1st lesson this month on the topic:  Finding and Following God’s Will 
If God were a Magic 8 ball;

· Finding His will would be pretty easy.

· Just a question, a shake, and we turn the ball over for the answer.

We all know that we struggle with the big questions of life;

· We ask our questions on life.

· We listen for a voice from heaven.

· We look for signs in the circumstances around us.

· Then most of the time we have to simply make a decision with some degree of uncertainty.

As we studied in our June lessons, we as Christians always need to follow God’s will for our lives, not our will;

· Some people try to avoid God’s will in their lives.

· We always need to follow His will for us, for every decision we make in life.

Our lessons this month are about finding and following God’s will;

· “Do You See The Big Picture?” This week’s lesson on how God wants all people to repent and to live a godly life as instructed in His Word.

· “Have You Found Your Place?” (Aug. 9th) Although all believers are called to live for Christ full time, some are called to special tasks and places of ministry.

· “Do You Require Signs?” (Aug. 16th) Some people demand special signs from God in order to confirm that God is at work.  Believers need a relationship with God that is not dependent on special signs.

· “Are You Running From God’s Will?” (Aug. 23rd) Some people run away from doing God’s will, as Jonah did.  Like Jonah, they fail to see life and people through God’s eyes and do not carry out God’s clear instructions.

· “Will You Remain Faithful?” (Aug. 30th) Doing God’s will is not something believers are to do only at certain times and places.  All believers need to be faithful and follow Jesus’ example in His Gethsemane prayer in Matthew 26:39: “Not as I will, but as You will.”
What this lesson is about: It is God’s will that everyone be saved and that all believers live pure lives and pursue what is good for them and others.
How this lesson can impact your life: God’s invitation to salvation and holy living includes you.  Discover what God wants believers to avoid and choose to pursue the things that are good for you.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics.  The titles to these 3 topics are parts of God’s “big picture” for each of us to do for Him;
1. “God Wants All to Be Saved”; God’s overarching desire-His most basic will for us-is that all of His image bearers acknowledge Him as God and receive the gift of salvation offered through Christ.
2. “God Wants All Believers to Be Holy”; Once one becomes a believer, God expects him or her to continue to grow in the faith through the process of sanctification-to be and become more holy.
3. “God Wants All Christians to Pursue Good”; The truth that all good things come from God provides a quick and easy way to test an idea or action to see if it aligns with God’s will.  If it is good, Christians should pursue it; if not, they should avoid it.
Most of us are well along on our journey in life;

· We continue to seek God’s direction as we cope with the changes in our lives, families, church, community and world.

· We know He has a plan for each of us

· We believe He will lead us to follow that plan if we trust and obey Him.

Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (God Wants All to be Saved) 2 Peter 3: 8-9.  Listen to how long one day is with the Lord.

Peter wrote in the midst of a daunting task;

· There were many “false prophets among the people whose errors he had to expose” (2:1 not in our text).
· These false teachers denied the imminent return of Christ.
This denial drastically affected all who believed it;

· They lost their zeal and urgency for the gospel.

· They failed to pursue God’s will as Jesus had told them in Matt. 24:44 “you also must be ready, because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Peter realized this troubling context as he wrote his second letter;

· He desired to awaken their understanding with a reminder of the words previously spoken by the holy prophets (3:1-2 not in our text).

· He reminded believers that time are not the same to God as it is to humanity.

· He didn’t want “this one thing to escape them.” v8

“With the Lord one day is like 1,000 years, and 1,000 years like one day (v8);

· This doesn’t mean that God’s time is literally a thousand-to-one ratio of our time.

· But that God’s perspective is very different than our perspective.

Have you ever prayed to God, hoping, or even expecting, for that prayer to be answered quickly?

· Did the answer come as quickly as you hoped?

· For those prayers seemingly ignored, how did you react to God?

We often pray for God’s guidance or ask Him for something, and then get discouraged when we do not see immediate results;

· This discouragement is wrong.

· We must realize that He answers our prayers in His own perfect timing.

· We must seek to be patient and wait on His timing.

· Often this is not an easy task, but important for us to do if we are going to discern and live within God’s will for our lives.

Peter reminded his readers that just because Christ had not already returned did not mean there was a “delay” in “His promise.” (v9);

· God is “patient.”

· He is not a God of randomness or chance.

· He is a God of order and purpose.

· Everything that God does He does with incredible precision and reason.

God wants everyone to come to repentance;

· God wants all to be saved, everyone.

· Any “delay” in His return provides opportunity for evangelism.

· Since we see that God’s Word states that He wants all people to be saved, what are we doing to that end?

If our desire is to follow God’s will;

· We must understand that we take the first step toward living out God’s will by trusting Christ as our Savior.

· One can never follow God’s will without first being a believer.

Once salvation occurs, God’s will for one’s life becomes much more expansive;

· If we really want to follow the will of God, we must be willing to actively promote the Gospel.

· One key component of God’s will is evangelism.
· Each of us needs to ask ourselves the question: Am I regularly committed to sharing our faith?

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (God Wants All Believers to be Holy) 1 Thessalonians 4: 1-5.  Think of what you think pleases God as these verses are read.
Paul provides us with more information on how to live out God’s will;

· We “must walk and please God.”  (v1)

· Part of living out God’s will includes simply pleasing Him.

How do we please God?

· Paul provides a great answer to this question.

· He began by mentioning that he “gave the commands” to the Thessalonian church “through the Lord Jesus.”

· Paul tells us that we participate in God’s will when we obey His commands.

It is impossible to have an accurate understanding of God’s will without a firm commitment to the study of God’s Word;

· His will and His Word go hand in hand.

· We cannot understand His will without reading His Word.

· We will not be able to study His Word without seeing His will shine through.

We find the dimension of God’s will that Paul mentions is our “sanctification”;

· In the context Paul mentions, we should think of our sanctification as the process of growing in holiness.

· We can say that we are walking in line with God’s will as long as we are growing in holiness.

And we grow in holiness as we become more and more separated from the sinful desires of the world.  This separation can come from a host of issues like;

· Stopping unabashed anger.

· Stopping destructive gossip.

· Eliminating deceptive lies.

· Abstaining from sexual impurity. (v3)

Paul wanted the church to grow in holiness (sanctification) by;

· Being separated from the sinful world.

If a nonbeliever studied your live, what might that person conclude it means to “walk and please God? (v1)
Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (God Wants All Christians to Pursue Good) 1 Thessalonians 5:15-22.  Listen to what we should always pursue/follow.

Paul shows us ways to be in God’s will by setting up good versus evil;

· He wanted to make sure no believer “repays evil for evil to anyone.” v15

· Instead the believer must “always pursue what is good for one another and for all.” v15

· Obedience to God’s will involve the dislike of evil and the promotion of good.

We are to “rejoice always” v16;

· Avoid retaliation, “kill them with kindness.”

· We are going to face tough times, yet we are told to rejoice always.

We are to “pray constantly” v17;

· A constant state of prayer provides the only way one can rejoice when the times get rough.

· Constant prayer does not require closed eyes and bowed heads.

· It simply means a constant attitude and mindset of praise and petition to our Lord and Savior.

· We are to be mindful of God and what He has done for us.

We are to “give thanks in everything” v18;

· In every good circumstance and in every bad one.

· In every encouraging situation and in every trying one.

· Regardless of circumstances, we can give thanks that we have reason to rejoice and opportunity to pray constantly.

Paul then identifies things we are to avoid;

· He tells us not to “stifle/quench the Spirit.” v19

· He wanted to make sure that all believers had the proper opportunities to use their spiritual gifts for God’s service.

· To benefit from others’ use of their gifts.

The church is suppose to “test/prove all things” v21;

· Simply asking the question if this is a gift or message from God, or a deception.

The passage concludes with Paul explaining the right answers to the tests;

· We are to “hold on to what is good and stay away from every form of evil.” v21-22

· The things of God will rise to the top.

· The rest will falter.

· Our desire should be to embrace and support those activities which rise.

· When this occurs, we are able to see and live out God’s will.

Pleasing God
Rick Nelson was a star in the early days of rock-and-roll.  His music career peaked in 1961 with the song “Hello, Mary Lou.”  In October of 1971 he was part of a reunion show at Madison Square Garden with other early rock-and-roll stars.  Nelson had shifted to country rock by then and mixed his new music with the old.  The crowd started booing, and Nelson walked off the stage.  Out of that experience came a song named “Garden Party.”  A key theme of the song was that “you can’t please everyone, so you have to please yourself.”

Paul reminds us that the Christian life is all about pleasing God, not ourselves.  However, the great thing about pleasing God is that pleasing Him is exactly what we need to do in order to be pleasing to our deepest selves.  In other words, pleasing God makes us fully human, just as God intended us to be in the beginning!  Isn’t that amazing?

Prayer:

Lord we thank You for Your plan for our lives.

Lord help each of us be holy and to seek and do Your will in our lives.
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