August 16, 2009                                     Do You Require Signs?                                #117                                                                                                                            
3rd lesson this month on the topic:  Finding and Following God’s Will
1st Week:  “Do You See the Big Picture?”; The big picture is that God wants all to be saved, to be holy, and to pursue good.
2nd Week: “Have You Found Your Place?”; Are we using our God given abilities?  Are we accepting God’s call for our lives?  Do we honor the Lord in everything we do?
What this lesson is about: This lesson explores the dangers of asking God for signs and explains a better way of discerning God’s will.
How this lesson can impact your life: Discover the dangers of depending on miraculous signs to confirm God’s will.  Be encouraged by realizing God reveals His perfect will to you through your growing relationship with Him.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Fleeces Then and Now”; Through God has occasionally provided signs to those who ask, this is not the preferable way of discerning God’s will.
2. “Warnings About Signs”; Since we cannot count on signs as a means of figuring out God’s will, we ought to be sensitive to His continued work and action all around us.
3. “Keys to Discerning God’s Will”; The spiritual disciplines, especially consistent Bible study and prayer, provide great catalysts to strengthening our relationship with God, and thus understanding His will.
Our lesson today asks us the question, “Do You Require Signs?
· What kind of signs do you find in your life today?

· We all experience all types of road signs when we drive our cars.

· Signs in government buildings that provide us direction and information.

· Signs in nature of the start of a beautiful day, or the danger of approaching storms.

In our relationship with God, He has already revealed Himself and His will to us in the Bible;

· We do not need to see signs in order to know something is of God.

· We will find in today’s lesson why we do not need to physically see these signs.
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (Fleeces Then and Now) Judges 6:14-16, 36-40.  Listen to what God asked Gideon to do for Him.

Our past 2 lessons have focused primarily on God’s will in General;
· Today’s lesson shifts to specific things God desires for us to do for His glory.

· If we have two distinct options in front of us, how do we know which one God wants us to do?

· We will look at the answer to this question at the end of our lesson today.

We start today’s lesson by looking at an Old Testament story involving a man by the name of Gideon;

· Gideon was Israel’s fifth judge.  He was a military strategist who was an expert at surprise.

· He was a member of the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11.

· He defeated the Midianite army.

· He was offered a hereditary kingdom by the men of Israel.

· He was slow to be convinced, but he acted on his convictions.

Today’s story begins by the Lord commanding Gideon to;

· Go…and deliver Israel from the power of Midian (MID ih uhn) v14.
· God gave Gideon a direct command.

· God expected Gideon to follow through on His command.

· Gideon responded by asking, “How can I deliver Israel?” v15.

Like many of us, Gideon may have thought he was ready to follow wherever God might lead;

· Until God actually gave him something specific to do.

· Do we find ourselves telling God that we are willing to do anything He asks, only to “push back” when he actually gives us the specifics of our task for Him?

· Gideon told God why he shouldn’t be the one to deliver Israel.

· He gave God excuses instead of having the faith that God would provide him ways to accomplish his task.

· Have you ever taken that approach with God?

Gideon offered God two excuses;

· He reminded God that his family was the weakest in Manasseh (muh NASS uh) v15.

· And that he was the youngest in his father’s house v15.

· Gideon’s response to God was: “Are you sure you want to use me?”

· Isn’t there anyone more qualified to deliver Israel than me?

At first glance, these might seem like valid concerns/excuses;

· But what made them unwarranted is the fact that God gave a direct command.

· The Lord responded in the same manner as before, using fewer words.
· God told him “But I will be with you” v16.

· This single claim trumped any and all concerns Gideon (or any of us) might raise.

In our lives today, we might never hear the audible voice of God telling us that He will be with us;

· Just because we never hear His voice, we cannot think this claim will never apply to us.

· We can understand this promise to be true every time God commands us to do something.

· Whether the command comes directly from Him voice or from other various avenues through which God speaks to us.

Even knowing that God will always be with us, we often make the same type of excuses Gideon made;

· It is hard for us to trust in God’s provisions for the difficulties we will experience when we walk in His will.

· We often give God “excuses” as to why we cannot do what He asks us to do for Him.

Gideon’s lack of confidence resulted in his demanding a sign from God;

· He informed God that he would put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor v37.

· He proceeded to instruct God on how to prove Himself.

· He stated that if dew is only on the fleece, and all the ground is dry, he would know that God will deliver Israel by his (Gideon’s) strength.

· God granted his request and gave him the sign he asked for.

God had spoken to Gideon on more than one occasion, but that apparently was no longer sufficient evidence for Gideon to trust God;

· He was now demanding a sign from God.

· God obliged his request.

· We don’t know why God chose to honor his request, but He did.

· Notice that Gideon asked God if He was sure He wanted him to do this task.

· Do we also find ourselves doing the same thing Gideon did?

Gideon pressed the issue further;

· This time he added to his request to God the phrase: “Don’t be angry with me” v39.

· Asking God this, Gideon shows that his doubt was not mental, but from his heart.

· Gideon knew in his mind that this was God’s will for his life.

· In his heart he remained “unsure.”

Have you ever been in such a situation where you knew in your head exactly what the Lord was calling you to do?

· But in your heart you were not quite sure that you could fulfill the commitment.

Gideon overcame his doubt with a second test;

· Gideon asked God to” let the fleece remain dry, and the dew be all over the ground” v39.

· Again, God did as Gideon requested v40.

Gideon’s act of setting out a fleece should not be seen as a model for determining God’s guidance;

· His act was not one of faith.

· His act was questioning God’s promises and power.

· The point is not to test God’s will by asking Him to provide “signs” for us to see.

· The point is that God will use even fallen sinners to do great things for His kingdom.

We see where Gideon handled the mind/heart disconnect incorrectly;

· The best place to start includes intense study of God’s Word

· And a diligent commitment to prayer.

· We should not depend on “fleeces” to substitute for God’s wisdom and guidance.

Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (Warnings About Signs) Matthew 16: 1-4.  Listen to what the Pharisees and Sadducees asked God for.
The Pharisees and Sadducees were;

· Jewish religious leaders of two different parties.

· Their views were opposite on many issues.

· The Pharisees carefully followed their religious rules and traditions, believing that this was the way to God.

· They also believed in the authority of all Scripture and in the resurrection of the dead.  The Pharisees were more religiously minded.
· The Sadducees accepted only the books of Moses as Scripture and did not believe in life after death.  They were more politically minded.
· In Jesus both groups had a common enemy, and they joined forces to try to kill Him.

God may choose to answer some individual’s requests for signs, like Gideon’s; He often does not afford His people with this luxury;

· In this text we find the Pharisees and Sadducees approaching Jesus with a test.

· They asked Him to show them a sign from heaven v1.

God began by acknowledging their abilities to forecast the weather;

· The color of the skies at different times of the day enables the people to predict what the weather would be for that day.

· They knew how to read the appearance of the sky (v3) but could not read the signs of the times.

· They knew how to interpret things of the world, but not the things of heaven.

Their inability to see God’s hand at work prompted Jesus to call them an evil and adulterous generation v4;

· Jesus used these harsh words because they were a group that frequently wanted a sign when plenty of signs had already been given to them.

This provides us with a great point of application;

· We are not to demand for God to prove Himself to us on our terms.

· We are to constantly be attentive to the work the Lord already is doing all around us.

· We are to use His ongoing works as evidence, support, and encouragement for continuing our obedience to Him.

· These men tried to tell Jesus what to do (show them a sign) instead of recognizing what God was already doing.

The main point is that we must be open and sensitive to God’s continued work around us;

· He usually doesn’t provide audible instruction or flashing billboards telling us what to do next.

· He expects us to remain in His Word and in prayer, where he can speak to our hearts and lead us to where he needs us to go.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (Keys to Discerning God’s Will) Romans 12: 1-2.  Listen to what God wants us to do with our bodies.

Discern (definition);
· To recognize or identify as separate and distinct.

· To come to know or recognize mentally.

After focusing on the problems of depending on signs to discern God’s will, we now look at several ways to be confident that our wills are aligned with God’s;
· We must be willing to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God v1.

Look at the words “living sacrifice”;

· Sacrificing means giving up something of importance for either the gain of someone else or our own gain at a later time.

· We sacrifice our selfish desires for the pure desires of Christ.

Our bodies are also to be “holy and pleasing” to the Lord;

· Notice the connection to our first lesson this month.

· As we recall the intimate relationship between holiness and sanctification.

· As we move through the process of sanctification, we by extension, please God.

Instead of conforming to the world, we are to “be transformed by the renewing of” our minds;

· This transformation produces the separation from the world.

· To help with this transformation, we need to commit to spiritual discipline.

· Two disciplines are Bible study and prayer.

· It is impossible to be separated from the world if we never hear God’s Word and never communicate (pray) with Him.

· There are other disciplines we should follow:  worship, fellowship, stewardship, evangelism, and others.

Paul then moved to the “why” question;

· The disciplines help transform you “so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God” v2;

· We discern His will by being transformed with renewed minds which result in separation from the world.
· We know and follow God’s will through our continued growth in our relationship with Him.

· As we grow and mature in Christ, we become more like Him and less like the world, and have a better understanding of His will for our lives.

At the beginning of this lesson we mentioned about what happens if we have to choose between two options and neither one “jumps out” as God’s will for our lives;

· We may be faced with a decision that has two choices.

· Both which contain several “pros” and several “cons.”

· Which of these choices is God’s will?

When faced with one of these decisions, try asking the following questions;

· Could this cause someone else to stumble?  1 Cor. 8: 13

· Will this action bring glory to God?  1 Cor. 10:31

· Could this damage my witness?  1 Cor. 10:32-33

· Am I willing to stand before the judgment seat of Christ with this? 2 Cor. 5:10

· Can I do this in Jesus’ name? Col. 3:17

· Does this have any appearance of evil? 1 Thess. 5:22

Honestly answering these questions, along with regular study of God’s Word and prayer, should provide the necessary tools to discern God’s will for our lives in the midst of life’s circumstances.

“Glory” at What Price?
Steve Fossett was dropping toward the inky South Pacific at 3,500 feet per minute.  A violent, nighttime storm had ripped open his balloon’s skin, and most of the burners that heated air to keep the balloon aloft had blown out.  Fossett was certain he would die in his 4th unsuccessful attempt to fly around the world alone; this time he was really going to fail!

At one point, something knocked Fossett unconscious.  When he came to, the balloon’s capsule was upside down in the ocean, more than 500 miles from land.  Fossett managed to get his life raft free and swim with it to the surface where, 21 hours later, he was rescued by a sailboat.

Fossett made one more unsuccessful attempt to be the first person to attain his goal, and the 5 tries cost him six million dollars!  But instead of accepting numerous failures, his thinking was renewed by the noble goal ahead of him.  Finally, on July 2, 2002, Steve Fossett entered the record books as his sixth solo attempt to circle the earth in a hot-air balloon succeeded!

As Christians, we seek a different kind of glory from what Steve Fossett sought; and we make a different kind of sacrifice to attain it.  He almost sacrificed his life to find fame; we are called upon to turn our bodies into living sacrifices to find eternal life in the glory of the perfect will of God.  Ours is the better way, by far!

Prayer:

Guide us in making Your way of living a more consistent and visible part of our lives.

Help us find and do Your will in the everyday decisions of our lives.
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