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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Beyond Doubt
1st Week:  “Purposefully Connected”; Genuine fellowship with God and others must be undergirded by a proper understanding of Jesus’ nature.  God provided the means for us to enjoy fellowship through the sacrifice of His Son for our sins.
2nd Week: “Know That You Know God”; A consistent obedience to God’s commandments is necessary to possess assurance of one’s relationship with Him.  Our assurance of salvation is directly related to our habitual lifestyle of loving others.
3rd Week: “Grounded in Truth”; Believers can be certain they remain in the truth by testing religious teachings against God’s revealed Word and by seeking the Holy Spirit’s help in understanding the truth of the Scripture.
What this lesson is about: This lesson is about the Christian’s confidence-of salvation, of God’s willingness to answer prayer, and of victory over sin.
How this lesson can impact your life: Have greater confidence of your salvation, pray with confidence that God answers prayer, and live daily in the power of Christ.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Assured of Eternal Life”; Christians have no reason to doubt their present and future eternal life as they live in obedience to God.
2. “Confident in Prayer”; We can confidently pray, knowing God hears and answers prayers brought to Him in accordance to His will.
3. “Certain of Victory”; The Christian life is a victorious life!
Confidently (definition):  

· full of conviction, having or showing assurance and self reliance

All of us know that God has 3 ways of answering our prayers that each of us has confidence in His answers to our prayers;

· Sometimes He says “yes”

· Sometimes He says “no”

· Sometimes He says “wait”

Our confidence in God is unshaken even when he says “no”;

· Because we know his “no” is for our greater benefit

· We all know that God is not going to say “yes” to all our prayers

· I may pray for rain today and you may pray for sunshine

· Neither of us is going to find fault with God because your picnic is rained out or my garden is dry for another few days.

A lot of people have a lack of confidence;

· As a result of this, “solutions” abound for such people.

· “Fake it” is often done, as if acting confidently might make people more optimistic and sure of themselves.

Christians are not immune from the confidence problem either;

· Some may fake their confidence

· In reality many are filled with doubts

· Deep down, they question if they will really go to heaven when they die

· If God truly hears their prayers

· If they can ever break free from the stronghold of sin

John wanted to instill in his readers confidence in very important areas of their lives as Christians;

· They needed certainty beyond doubt that God intends for believers to have assurance of eternal life.

· Boldness in approaching Him in prayer.

· Confidence of their victory over sin.

Someone read our 1st group of scripture verses (Assured of Eternal Life) 1 John 5: 12-13.

Listen to what you have if you believe in the Son of God (v13).

John wanted his readers to have confidence of their salvation;

· He assured them and us that we can “know that you have eternal life” v13

· There is an old hymn with the words:  “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.”
· We can live with that same assurance and confidence.

We do not wait for eternal life to begin after death;

· It begins at the moment we come to God in faith

· When we admit our sins

· When we believe that Jesus died for us

· And when we confess our faith in Him

· His salvation is a free gift to those who believe

· We do not have to fear that we may lose the gift we have been given

Our relationship with God is sealed by Him and on His conditions;

· Not by our own feelings, emotions, or wishes

· Sometime we may not feel saved

· Heaven may seem very far away

· Our human doubts, fears, and sins cause us to sometimes question our salvation

If we feel these doubts creeping into our lives we can ask;

· Have I honestly given my life to Christ?

· Do I sincerely earnestly want and try to make Him the Lord of my life?

Prayerfully consider the two questions above;

· If you answer is “yes”, then you can know, by faith, that you are His child

· If your answer is “no”, give your life to Him now

· Please see me after class so I can help you better understand how you can give your life to Christ and be saved.

Someone read our 2nd group of scripture verses (Confident in Prayer) 1 John 5: 14-17.

Listen to the confidence mentioned in verse 14.

Once we know without doubt that we have eternal life, we can be confident that our prayers will be answered;

· John recorded Jesus’ promise to His disciples, “Whatever you ask in My name, I will do it” (John 14:13

· Now John reminded his readers of that promise in this letter (v14-15)

Many people would like to delete the phrase “according to His will” from verse 14;

· They would prefer a “blank check” with Jesus’ signature at the bottom

· Some think that God should give them what they want

· As we mature in our walk with Christ, we learn to distinguish between self-centered requests and asking in His will.

John reminded us that “He Hears (v15) His children;
· God’s hearing extends to the very depth of your situation.

· He not only hears what you ask

· He sees far beyond the present into the future you do not see

· You can pray with confidence that He will hear you

· That He will respond according to His will, which is always best for you.

When you pray, are you willing to hear God say no or not now?

Are you willing to wait patiently for Him to respond or do you get frustrated if He does not answer on your schedule?

As you think about these 2 questions, think about a time when you were thankful God did not give you what you requested;

· Take a moment and thank Him for loving you enough to answer your prayers according to His perfect will and timing, not yours.

Volumes have been written in an effort to explain the “sin that brings death” (v16) John wrote about;
· Some say John spoke of a specific deadly sin

· Others say it was blasphemy against the Holy Spirit

· Others say it was total rejection of the gospel

· The focus should be on the fact that we are to pray for others, and as much as possible avoid sins in our lives.

We should remember to focus on our responsibility to pray for fellow believers when we see them “committing a sin”;

· The antichrists to which John referred earlier chose to leave the Christian fellowship.

· No matter how much we may be tempted to give up on another person, we must remember that God is the Judge, not us.

· We should make prayer a priority in our individual lives

· In our lives together as brothers and sisters in Christ
Someone read our last group of scripture verses (Certain of Victory) 1 John 5: 18-21.

Listen to what little children should guard themselves from (v21);

Notice that the phase “we know” appears 3 times in verses 18-20;

· In life’s uncertainties, isn’t it wonderful that we can say “this I know” with certainty?

Let’s look more closely at these assurances;

· We know “the evil one” (v18) cannot “touch” us because we belong to God.

· We know that even though “the whole world is under the” (v19) control of Satan, we remain secure in Christ’s keeping.

· Two weeks ago we were reminded that Christians are not to love the world or things of the world.

· Last week we reviewed the promise that the One in us “is greater than the one who is in the world.”

· With this in mind we can “know that we are of God” (5:19) and we do not have to allow the world to control us.

Perhaps the ultimate knowledge comes in understanding that Christ “is the true God” v20;

· That we belong to “the true One”

· What we believe about Christ is central to the way we approach life.

· Christ, who was fully God and fully human, came to earth to be the sacrifice for our sins

· When we place our faith in Him we have eternal life and the power to do His will

John did not close his letter with the usual formal closing but rather with an admonition;

· He again referred to his readers as his “little children” v21

· His tenderness toward and affection for his spiritual children was obvious

· Throughout the letter John reminded them of true doctrine

· Warned them against false teachers

· Reassured them in their walk with the Lord

John concluded with one last caution;

· “Guard yourselves from idols”

· Does this seem like a strange ending?
· In reality perhaps on advice could better summarize all John wrote than these 4 words.

An idol is anything that serves as a substitute for God in our lives;

· Believing any of the false doctrine John refuted was equivalent to following an idol.

· Even harboring doubts and uncertainty about our salvation can prevent us from claiming the victory that is ours.

Yes, we can know “Beyond Doubt” (our lesson theme this month) that we are children of God!

Becoming One With The Story

The 1965 film The Sound of Music is one of the greatest movie hits of all time.  One measure of its success is the fairly recent phenomenon known as the “sing-along Sound of music,” which got its start in England and has been making the rounds of American cities on tour.
The fact that this is a “feel good” movie shows in the way people come to the sing-along version.  They dress in costumes representing the various characters in the film.  As the lyrics to the songs appear in subtitles on the screen, the audience sings heartily without self-consciousness.  Voices range from good to bad, and everything in between.  Caught up in the spirit of the film, the viewer-participants live out, for a few moments, the positive message portrayed on the screen.  As one reviewer put it, “the teary-eyed woman to my right cradled her darling daughter in her lap as they earnestly sang along to the songs.”  At the end of the film, “when love conquers all and hope waits on the horizon, my neighbor leaned over and kissed his wife.

Isn’t this a picture of what John is calling us to do?  Today will we be so caught up in the spirit of what God has done for the world in Christ-the greatest “love story” of all time!-that we willingly and unself-consciously give ourselves over to living our God’s story of selfless love, and letting that story live in us?

Prayer:

Lord, help us have Your blessed assurance and live in the light of it
PAGE  
5

