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1st lesson this month on the topic:  God’s Christmas Songs
This month’s study is about titles to songs of Christmas music;

· Music has a way of touching the deepest level of who we are as humans.

· Christmas music is no exception.

· Christmas music is a reminder that God invaded the earth in Christ to meet our deepest needs as people.

· We will study 4 different passages that reflect the songs God orchestrated to remind His people that He is the ultimate supplier of human needs.

 We have 4 lessons this month on the theme of “God’s Christmas Songs;”
1st week:  “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”; Micah prophesied to people who literally were under siege.  His message was that there is safety in God.  This promise finally was fulfilled in Jesus the Messiah.

2nd week:  “Joy to the World”; Mary celebrated God’s activity in her life and the lives of God’s people throughout time.  God continues to work in believers’ lives today.
3rd week:  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”; This lesson is about Zechariah’s recognition of God’s fulfillment of His plan of salvation at the coming of the Messiah.
4th week:  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”; This lesson uses Paul’s hymn of the incarnation of Christ to teach us about humility.
What this lesson is about: Micah prophesied to people who literally were under siege.  His message was that there is safety in God.  This promise finally was fulfilled in Jesus the Messiah.
How this lesson can impact your life: This lesson can impact your life by providing a path to security through the avenues of significance, shepherding, and salvation.
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “We Need Significance”; God provides significance for all people, especially for the weak and oppressed.
2. “We Need Shepherding”; As we follow Christ, the Good Shepherd, we live in the safety and security of His powerful care.
3. “We Need Salvation”; God’s pleasure is to have great compassion for people and to forgive their sins.  
This week’s lesson is in the book of Micah.  Let’s take a minute to review the book of Micah;

· The book of Micah is only 7 short chapters.
· Micah in these 7 chapters presents the true picture of God, the almighty Lord who hates sin and loves the sinner.

· Much of the book of Micah is devoted to describing God’s judgment on Israel, and on all the earth.

· Micah lists the sins of Israel:  fraud, theft, greed, debauchery, oppression, hypocrisy, heresy, injustice, extortion, lying, murder, and other offenses.

· Micah predicts destruction, but he also gives hope and consolation as he describes God’s love for us.

· Micah describes that even in the midst of judgment, God promises to protect and provide security to those who follow and obey Him.

Micah prophesied to the nation of Judah that were under siege;
· Siege:  the act or process of surrounding and attacking a fortified place in such a way as to isolate it from help and supplies, for the purpose of lessening the resistance of the defenders and thereby making capture possible.

· The people of Judah were under siege, and Micah was providing them hope.

Today, we are also find ourselves under siege;

· Financially           
· Relationally          
· Culturally

· Spiritually

· Sickness-loneliness-death of a spouse/relative

If we trust in Christ our Messiah, He will provide us the security we need;

· Safety-protection-peace of mind-certainty-confidence-happiness

Micah prophesied more than 700 years before Jesus, God’s Messiah and true King, was born in Bethlehem;

· We see now the meaning of the title of today’s lesson; “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.”

· God’s Messiah was born to set His people free from their fears and their sins.

· In Him, His people find rest.

Today’s lesson focuses on our need for;

· Significance-shepherding-and salvation.
· The long expected Jesus, whose coming Micah foretold, is the only One who can meet our needs and provide the ultimate security we need.
Someone read our 1st group of Scripture verses (We Need Significance) Micah 5: 1-3.
Listen to who Micah predicts will be the ruler over Israel.

Judah was under the Assyrian siege;
· Micah’s words addressed people who had physical needs.

· They were also emotionally defeated.

· Micah told them they would “slash” themselves in grief. v1
But within these mournful words Micah delivers them a message of hope;

· One will come…to be ruler over Israel  v2

· This generation would not live to see God’s word fulfilled.

· But future generations would look forward to the time when the Messiah King would arrive.

Often we are impatient for God to deliver us from whatever is oppressing us;

· But God’s timetable is often not our own.

· We must wait for Him to act when He is ready.

· Trusting that He knows best.

· He decides to deliver us either through our trials or to deliver us from them.
· He promises us in Matthew 28:20; “I am with you always.”

This time of year as Christians, we have an advantage;

· We can look back and see the fulfillment of God’s promise in Jesus’ birth.

· We can also look forward patiently and expectantly to Jesus coming again.

· We may not live to see this promise fulfilled.
· But we know that God is faithful and will do all the things He promises.

God has promised us in His Word;

· In John 14 verses 1-3:   "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”
· God’s faithfulness gives us secure hope, allowing us to have peace as we wait patiently for Him to fulfill all He has promised.
Micah informed the people of Judah that God;

· Provides significance for the weak and oppressed.
· Micah’s emphasis that God works in unexpected ways with unexpected people encouraged the besieged people.
Today, people can find significance when;

· They embrace God’s plan for their lives.
· Even when they feel weak, oppressed, or inadequate.
· Living in His grace and striving to do His will, everybody is somebody.
Someone read our 2nd group of Scripture verses (We Need Shepherding) Micah 5: 4-5a.

Listen to how Israel will live.

In the past, Israel’s leaders failed to provide guidance and care for the people;
· The Messiah God would send would “stand and shepherd them” (feed KJV) v4

· Just as sheep are safe when they follow the shepherd,

· God’s followers find safety when they follow Him.

· Sheep do not tell the shepherd where to go.

· They follow without question where the shepherd leads.

· Confident that he knows what is best.

Sometimes we do not follow God as we should;

· We are hesitant to trust Him completely because we think we know what is best.

· If we follow God, we must recognize that He is wiser than we are.

In sharp contrast to former rulers;

· The Messiah would tend the flock of God’s people.

· Giving them constant care.

· The promised Ruler would lead, nurture, and protect His people.

Micah’s message was that people find safety when;

· They follow God’s leadership.

· A sheep on his own or with a shepherdless flock has no protection.

Jesus recognized that He Himself was that Shepherd foreseen by Micah (and others);

· For those who place their faith in Him as Messiah.

· In John 10:11 Jesus identified Himself as “the good shepherd,” who would willingly give “his life for the sheep.”

· The writer of Hebrews referred to Jesus as “the great Shepherd of the sheep”  Hebrews 13:20.

· Peter wrote that Jesus is the believer’s “shepherd and guardian” 1 Peter 2:35.

· Indeed “We Need Shepherding” as our Scripture title tell us in these verses.

· We have not been left shepherdless!

Micah declared, “There will be peace” v5;
· The Hebrew word rendered “peace” as a word that can have the sense of tranquility, contentment, and safety.

· Micah declared that his people would find security when they followed the Shepherd.

· That they (we) would have completeness, wholeness, and soundness.

· Total well-being under God’s rule.

Today, people often do not follow God because they consider themselves to be self-sufficient;

· They rely on their own abilities and wisdom to live successfully.

· They think they know what is best.

· If we are to follow God’s leading as our Shepherd,

· We must recognize He is wiser than we are.

On essential aid to following God consistently and to growing spiritually is receiving reminders of truths we know and accept;

· When we rediscover God’s awesomeness we renew our reverence, worship, praise, and commitment to Him.

· His authority, power, and majesty are beyond our comprehension.

· One way we can help our friends discover God’s majesty is to invite them to Christmas (and other) events in our church.

Someone read our last group of Scripture verses (We Need Salvation) Micah 7: 18-20.

Listen to why God doesn’t hold on to His anger.

Micah asked:  “Who is a God like you? (unto thee KJV)
· The obvious answer is “no one.”

· Micah praised God for His compassionate forgiveness.

· He celebrated the Lord’s taking up and carrying away (removing) His people’s twistedness or crookedness (iniquity) v18

God passes over (overlooks) people’s willful rejection (rebellion);

· This does not mean that He extends easy tolerance of disobedience.
· But that He does not allow people’s transgressions to nullify their relationship with Him.

· God’s actions are characteristic of Him.

Rather than retain His anger because of people’s sins;

· God delights in faithful love (mercy KJV) v18

· God’s anger is not the human emotion.

· But is His consistently strong opposition to wrong.

God delights to show mercy to us;

· He does not forgive grudgingly.

· But is glad when we repent and offers forgiveness to all who come back to Him.

· Today can you confess your sins and receive His loving forgiveness?

· Don’t be too proud to accept God’s free offer.

In an age when religion was making little difference in people’s lives;

· Micah said that God expected His people to be just, merciful, and humble.

· He requires the same of Christians today.

· In a world that is unjust, we must act justly.

· In a world of tough breaks, we must be merciful.

· In a world of pride and self sufficiency, we must walk humbly with God.

· Only when we live according to God’s way will we begin to affect our homes, our society, and our world.

As believers, we can feel confident in telling our neighbors that God wants to forgive their sins;

· We can encourage people to ask for forgiveness by receiving Christ as Savior if they have not already done so.

· We must be clear that forgiveness comes only through the “long-expected” Messiah.

· If we have placed our faith in Christ, we can have confidence in the salvation God has provided through His Son, the Messiah/King.

Pray for those you know who are experiencing times of “siege.”

· Invite them to our church activities and programs.

· Share your testimony with them, including your latest “siege” story.

The Price of Love

What kind of gift does it take to demonstrate the value of love and devotion?  Merchants want us to go overboard at Christmas.  To convince a spouse of the depth of our love, we are encouraged to purchase expensive diamonds.  Middle-aged husbands now receive advertising that tells them, “Now that the tight financial years of early marriage are past, purchase a ring that will tell her how much you really love her!”

The old Christmas carol The Twelve Days of Christmas also goes a bit overboard.  “On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me a partridge in a pear tree,” it says.  And then come turtledoves, French hens, calling birds, etc.  The list also becomes cumulative.  That is, a partridge in a pear tree is given each of the 12 days, and all the other gifts also repeat on all later days.  On the twelfth day there are 78 gifts given, for a grand total of 364.  All to demonstrate true love!
Wouldn’t one carefully chosen, thoughtful gift be more appropriate?  Enough with all your birds and leapers!  Rather than the quantity of sacrifices, God is more interested in the quality of love and devotion demonstrated in our service to Him.

Prayer:

Lord, thank you for Your faithfulness to us when we are under siege.

Help us to be merciful, just as You have been merciful to us.

Thank You for being our faithful Shepherd.
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