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4th lesson this month on the topic:  Christ the Center   
1st Week: “Center of Everything” About seeing Christ for who He really is and then seeing everything else in light of that reality.
2nd Week:  “Center of My Church” What makes a church Christ-centered?  Evaluate your church’s message and ministry and determine ways you can contribute to keeping Christ at the center of everything it does.
3rd Week:  “Center of My Belief” Keeping Christ the center of our belief by rejecting any thinking or practices that deny the centrality of Christ.
What this lesson is about: Who Christ is and what He has done for us should shape our character, guide our homes, and direct our interactions with those who do not believe.
How this lesson can impact your life: Live a Christ-centered life!
Our lesson outline today covers 3 topics:

1. “Cultivate a Christ-Centered Character” Colossians 3: 5-10, 14-15, 17; Every Christian’s character is to reflect Christ’s character, marked by God’s kind of love and moral purity.
2. “Have a Christ-Centered Home” Colossians 3: 18-21; Believers are to be aware that wholesome relationships in their families demonstrate the quality of their relationship with Christ.
3. “Be a Christ-Centered Witness” Colossians 4: 5-6; In the course of daily living, Christians are to seize opportunities to tell others about Christ and to do so thoughtfully, attractively, and graciously.
Fill-in-the-blank question:  “For me, living is _______________.”
· After considering who or what claims your devotion, focus, and energy;

· How would you complete the sentence?

· The correct religious answer is obvious.

· Yet in day-to-day living, to what do we give ourselves as our priority?

The competition for first place is fierce and unrelenting;

· Ambitions, professions, people, and possessions vie for the central place in our lives.

· In Philippians 1:21, Paul stated, “For me, living is Christ.”
· Christ was the center of his life.

· As believers, our overriding goal is to keep Christ as the center of our lives.

Sadly, many Christians do not live Christ-centered lives;

· Some give Him a place of prominence but not the position of preeminence.

· They may give Him Sunday, but not Monday.

· They keep Him on the outer edge of life;

· Centering their lives instead on worldly concerns.

· Christ demands and deserves to be the focal point of our lives because of who He is and what He has done for us.

Our 1st Scripture text is Colossians 3: 5-10, 14-15, 17 (Cultivate a Christ-Centered Character):

HCSB 5 Therefore, put to death what belongs to your worldly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, God’s wrath comes on the disobedient, 7 and you once walked in these things when you were living in them. 8 But now you must also put away all the following: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and filthy language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self. You are being renewed in knowledge according to the image of your Creator. 14 Above all, put on love—the perfect bond of unity. 15 And let the peace of the Messiah, to which you were also called in one body, control your hearts. Be thankful. 17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Because believers died with Christ and were raised to new life with Him;

· They were to divest themselves of (put to death) whatever belonged to their “worldly nature” v5

· They were not to use their bodies’ members to sin.

· Sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desire.

· Paul’s equating greed with idolatry could refer to people’s making the accumulation of things their god.

· Today believers must guard against the enticements of sexual immorality so pervasive in our culture.

The actions and attitudes Paul listed demonstrated disobedience to God and incurred His wrath;

· God’s wrath is not an emotional, reactionary outburst.

· It is His settled opposition to sin.

· He will honor people’s choices to reject him;

· But their stubborn rebellion always works its way out to destruction.

· To live in opposition to Him is to choose spiritual death.

Once (before conversion), Colossian believers had walked (lived) in the sins Paul listed;

· Sinful attitudes and actions characterized their lifestyles.

· In sharp contrast to their former way of living (but now) v8

· They were to “put away” such behavior that had no place in their new lives in Christ.

Paul knew that words can hurt;

· The Greek term rendered “slander” means speaking evil of or defaming someone.

· It was used of people’s blaspheming God.

· When used of people’s words against others;

· It had the sense of abusive or reputation-maligning speech.

· “Filthy language” referred to obscene, disgraceful speech.

· Paul urged believers to be truthful.

In verses 12-13, Paul listed qualities or virtues believers were to have and demonstrate.

· Paul identified believers as “God’s choses ones” v12

· As new people in Christ, they were to “put on” qualities that marked Christ’s character and thus were to reflect Him in their lives.

· All the virtues have to do with relationships between people.

· Heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience.
Paul urged believers to let Christ’s peace;

· Control (umpire, arbitrate, rule, be the decider over) their hearts v14

· At the center of their beings, they were to live out of the wholeness His grace provided.

· In saving them, Christ had called them to a shared spiritual wholeness as His unified body.

· Gratitude was to be a prominent part of their life together.

Paul wanted the gospel to be the central focus of the church’s life v16;

· In corporate worship, believers were to instruct one another in Christian doctrine and to warn one another concerning false teachings.

· Believers’ worship together was to emphasize joyful singing that expressed gratitude to God.

Believers were to “do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus” v17;

· To do something in a person’s name was to act in accordance with that individual’s purpose and in relation to the person.

· Believers’ words and deeds were to reflect their relationship with Christ.

· Believers need to be mindful that how we act, talk, and treat one another reflects the quality of our relationship with Christ.

· We should seek to honor Him in everything we do;

· Identifying and removing anything in our lives that does not honor Him.

Our 2nd Scripture text is Colossians 3: 18-21 (Have a Christ-Centered Home):

HCSB 18 Wives, be submissive to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and don’t be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so they won’t become discouraged.
Christian families were to be models of Christian living;

· Paul urged “wives to be submissive to their husbands” v18

· Paul did not prescribe obedience to every demand.

· For husbands’ demands could go counter to God’s guidelines.

· Paul’s admonition in no way indicated wives were inferior to husbands or subject against their will to their husbands.

Paul urged “husbands to love their wives” v19;

· In that time’s pagan culture, husbands practically had total authority over their wives.

· Husbands’ new lives in Christ called for them to extend God’s kind of love (agape) to their wives consistently.

· Paul prescribed sacrificial, self-giving love that kept the wives’ best interests at heart.

· Also, husbands were to stop being “bitter” toward their wives.

· Instead of becoming resentful, husbands were to be patient with their wives.

· Husbands had the heavy responsibility to make sure over ruled their households.

Children were to obey their parents in everything v20;

· Children were to recognize and respect their parents’ authority.

· “For this pleases the Lord” has the sense that children’s obedience was well-pleasing to Christ;

· But also that children’s relationship with Christ included the responsibility of obedience.

As believers, let us be mindful that how we treat our families;

· Reflects the quality of our relationships with Christ.

· If we do not demonstrate Christian love to family members, we likely will not express it adequately outside our homes.

In 4:2, Paul exhorted believers to give constant attention to prayer;

· Remaining spiritually watchful

· Alert to threats against them and to God’s will for them.

· Their praying was to be infused with gratitude.

Complete the following:

· My home would be more Christ-centered if I ______.

Our last Scripture text is Colossians 4: 5-6 (Be a Christ-Centered Witness):

HCSB 5 Act wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. 6 Your speech should always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you should answer each person.
That believers act wisely (literally, “walk” in wisdom) toward outsiders was imperative;
· To live wisely was to apply daily the spiritual understanding in which believers were growing.

· Outsiders were non-Christians.

· By offering a positive witness concerning Christ’s transforming power;

· Believers would be making the most of the time v5.

A vital part of Christlike behavior was disciplined speech.

· Words were to be consistently gracious (literally in or with grace).

· Paul may have meant believers’ speech should spring from God’s grace in them.

· Then their words would be appropriate expressions of their relationship with Christ and helpful in attracting unbelievers to the gospel.

· “Seasoned with salt” may indicate Christian’s witness for Christ was to be interesting, inoffensive, and even witty-not bland!

· Paul stressed that Christians were to shape their witness to fit “each person” and situation.

The thoughts, words, and actions of Christians should be right and good.

· They should keep putting to death the ways of the old life of sin.

· They should keep putting on the ways of Christian living.

· Sins of sexual immorality and anger should not be practiced.

· Qualities of goodness and love should be nurtured.

· All members in a Christian family are expected to follow God’s Word and fulfill their roles.

· Believers are to make the most of their time and opportunities.

· They are to act and speak in ways that honor the Lord, help people, and bear witness to Christ.

Kept From Falling
The home where a man grew up benefited from the green thumb of a previous owner.  He grew lots of fruit.  He had an apple tree, two peach trees, two grape arbors, a gooseberry bush, a rhubarb patch, a strawberry patch, and three cherry trees.

The cherries were his favorite.  When he was young, he would pick the cherries from a ladder.  He tried to pick some just out of his reach, and the ladder started to tilt backward.  He didn’t know it but his father was watching him and placed his hand on his back and pushed him back.
The Bible tells us that our Father is able to keep us from falling.  If watchful earthly fathers can keep us from falling, how much more can our heavenly Father!

Prayer:

Lord help each of us live a Christ-centered life.
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